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B O O K X. 

C H A P. I. 

i 

To which we will prefix no Treface. 

TH E l)o<5ter found JmeUa alone^^ 
for Booth wa$ gone to walk with 
his new revived Acquaintance, 
Captain Trent y who feemed fo pleafed with 
the Renewal of his Intercourfe with bis old 
Brother Officer, that he had been alnioft 
continually with him from the Time (tf 
their meeting at the Drum.: 

Amelia acquainted the Do£bor with the 
Porport of her MeflQige, as: follows ': 

* I aflc your Pardoil, cny dear Sir, for 

* troubling you fo often with my Affairs* ; 

* but I know your extrenie Readinefs 

* as well as Abihty to affift any one with 
« your Advice. The .Fa6t is, that niy 

Vol. IV. B * HuC- 



2 AMELIA. Book X. 

* Hufband hath been prefented by Colonel 

* Jame^vfkh two Tickets for a Mafquer- 
« ade, which is to be in a Day or two ; 

* and he infifts fo ftrongly on my go- 

* irig with him, that I really do not 
f know how to refufe, without giving 

* him fome Reafon; and lam not aole to 

* invent any other than, the true one, 

* which you would not, I am fure, advifc 

* me to communicate to him. Indeed I 

* had a moft narrow Efcape the other 

* Day; for I was almoft drawn in inad- 
^ vertently, by a very ftrange Accident, 

* to acquaint him with the whole Matter. 

* She then related the Serjeant's Dream, 
with all theConfequences that attended it. 






The Do6bor confidered a little with him* 
Telf, and then faid, * I am really, Child, 

• puzzled as well as you about this Matter. 

• 1 would by no means have you go to the 

• Mafquerade : . I do not indeed like the 

• Diverfion itfelf, as I have heard it de- 

• fcribed to me : Not that I am fuch a 
•Prude to fufpeflt every Wonian who* 

• goes there of any evil Intentions > but 

• it is a Pleafure of top loofe and difor- 

• dcrly a Kind for the Recreation of a 

• Ibber Mind. Indeed you have ftill a 
t ftronger and more particular Qbjedion. 

11 




cii. la Amelia: 3 

* I win try myfelf to reafon him out 
*. of it. 

* Indeed it is impoffible,' anfwered flie; 

* and therefore I would not fet you about it^ 

* I never faw him more fet on any thing, 

* There is a Party, as they call it, made on 

* the Occafion ; and he tcJls mo my Rc- 

* fufel will dilappoint all. 

* I really do not know what to advife 

* you,' cries the Doftor : * I have told you 

* I do not approve thefe Diverfions ; but 

* yet, as your Hufband is fo Very delir- 

* ous, I cannot think there will be any 

* Harm in going with him. However, I 
f wili confider of it,', and do all in my 
f Power for you.* 

Here Mrs. Atkinfon came in, and the 
Difcourfe on this Subjeft ceafed ; but foon 
after Amelia renewed it, faying, there was 
no Occafion to keep any thing a Secret 
from her Friend. They then fell to de- 
bating on the Subjedt ; but could not come 
to any Refolution : But Mrs. Aikinfon^ 
who was in an unufual Flow of Spirits, 
cried out, * Fear nothing, my dear Amelia ; 

* two Women furely will be too hard for one 
f Man. I think, Do6tor, it exceeds FirgiU 

B 2 Um 
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Una dob divUm/t Ftsmtna viSia dfunm eft, 

* Very well repeated indeed,' cries 'the 
Doftor. * Do you underftand all Virgil 

* as well ^ you feemito do that line ? 

* Iliope I do Sir/ faid Ihe, * and Hcmce 

• too; or elfe my Father threw away his 

* Time to very little Purpofe in teach- 
^ ing me. 

* I aik your Pardon, Madam,' cries the 
Dodor, ^ I own it was an impertinent 

• 'Queftion. 

* Not at all. Sir,* lays flic; * and if you 

* are one of thofe who imagine .Women 
^ incapable of Learning, I fliall not be 

♦ offended at it. I know tbecommon Opi- 

* nion ; but 

Inter dum vulgus reilum vidct^ eft M feccat. 

^ If I was to profefs fucfa an Opinion, 

• Madam,' faid the Doftor, * Madam J3tfr«dr 
^ and you rfelf would bea-Tcftimcmyagainft 

• me. The utnfioft indeed that I (hould 

* venture would be to iqueftion the yttiity 
$ of Learning in a young LadyfsJEducatioh. 

*I 
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• 

* I own, faid Mrs. Atkinfon^ as the 
I ' World is conftituted, it canriot be as fcr- 

* viceable to her Fortune, as it will be 

* to that of a Man ; but you will allow, 

* Do6tor, that Learning may afford a Wo- 
' man at lead a reafonable and an innocent 
^ Entertainment. 

* But I will fuppofe,' cried the Doftor, 
' it may have its Inconveniencies. As for 
' Inft^ce, if a learned Lady ihould meet 

* with an unlearned Hufband, might fhe 

* not be apt to deipife him ? 

I think not,* cries Mrs. Aildnfon — * and 
^ if I may be allowed the Inftance — I 

* think I have Ihewn myfelf that Women 

* who have Learning thcmfehres, can be 
^ concented without that Qualifkation in a 

* To be fiare,' cries the Doftor, * there 

* may be other Qualifications which may 
*• have their Weight in the Balance. But let 
' us take the other Side of the Oueftion, 

* and fuppofe the Learned of bothocxes to 
' meet in the Matrimonial Union, may it 

* not afford one excellent Subiedt of Dif- 
' puution, which is the moft learned. 

B 3 •Not 



6 AMELIA. Book X. 

' Not at all/ cries Mrs. Aikinfon ; * for, 

* if they had both Learning and good 

* Senfe, they would foon fee on which Side 

* the Superiority lay. 

* But if the learned Man/ faid the 
Dodor, ' ihould be a little unreafonable 

* in his Opinion, are you fure that the" 

* learned Woman would preferve her Duty 

* to her Hufband, and fubmit ? 

* But why/ cries Mrs. Atkinfon^ * muft 

* we neccffairiiy fuppofe that a learned Maa 

* would be unreaibnabk B . 

* Nay, Madam,' ftid the Doftor, * I am 
^ not your Hufband ; and you fhall not 

* hinder me from fuppofmg what I pleafe* • 

* Surely it is not fuch a Paradox to coh- 
^ ceive that a Man .of Learning fliould be 

* unreafonable. Are there no unreafonable 

* Opinions in very learned Authors, even 

* among the Critics themfelves. For In- 

* ftance. What can be a more ftrange, and 
^ indeed unreafonable Opinion, than to 

* prefer the Metamorpbofss of Ovid to the 
? Mndd of Virgil ? 

* It would be indeed fo ftrange/ cries 
the Lady, A that you (hall not perfuade 

* * me 
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* me it was ever the Opinion of any 

* Man. 

* Perhaps not,' cries the Doftor ; * and I 

* believe you and I fhould not differ in 

* our Judgments of any Perfon who main- 

* tained fuch an Opinion— -What a Taftc 
^ muft he have ? 

* A moft contemptible one indeed/ 
cries Mrs. Aikinfon. 

* I am Tatisfied,* cries the Doftor. • And 

* in the Words of your own Horace Ver- 

* bum non amplius addam^ 

* But how provoking is this !* cries Mrs, 
Atkinfon^ * to draw one in in fuch a Man- 

* ner. I proteft I was fo warm in the De- 

* fence of my Favourite Virgil^ that I was 

* not aware of your Dcfign \ but all your 
' Triumph depends on a Suppofition that 

* one fhould be fo unfortunate as to meec 

* with the fiUieft Fellow in the World. 



• Not in the kaft,' cries the Doftor/^ 
Dr- Benfley was not fuch a Perfon ; and 
yet he would have quarrelled, I am con- 
vinced, with any Wife iij the World, 'in 
behalf of one of his Corrections. I don't 

B4 ♦fup. 
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« fuppofe he would have given up his 

* Ingentia Fata to an Angel. 

♦ But do you think,' faid flie, • if I had 

• loved him, I would hare contended with 

♦ him ? 

• Perhaps you might fometimes,' iud- 
the Ddftor, * be of thefe Sentiments ; but 

• you remember your own fYf^i/-— /^r/KW 

* et mutabile femper Fcemina^ 

• Nay, Ametia* faid Mrs. Attinfotij • you 
•* are now concern*d as well as I am ;. for he 
^ hath now abufed the whole Sex, and quo-* 

* ted the fevereft Thing that ever was faid 
^ againft us,, though I allaw it is one of the 
^ fineft. 

^ Withiall my Hearty my Dear,' cries 
jhutia. ^ I have the Advantage- of you 
^ however, for I doa't underAand him. 

* Nor doth ihe underftand much better 

* than yourfelf,* cries the Doctor ; ^ or ftie 

* would not admire Nonfenfe even though 

* in Wirgili^ 

^ Pardon me9 Sii,' faidi ihe. 

* And 
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* And pardon me. Madam,' cries the 
Dodor, * I fay a Boy in the fourth Form 

* at Eton would) be whipt, or would de- 
^ fore to be whipc at leaft, who made the 

* Neuier Gendir ^ree with the Feminine. 
^ You have heard nowcver, that Firgil left 
** his jEneid incorttd: ; and perhaps had he 

* lived to correct it, we mould not have 

* feen the Faults we now fee in it. 

* Why it is very true as you fay, Doftor,* 
cries Mrs. Atkinfon * There fecms to 

* be a falfe Concord. I proteft I never 

* thought of it before. 

* 

* And yet this is the Virgil^* anfwered 
the Dodor, * that you are fo fond of, 

* who hatH made' you ^11 of the NeuUI^ 

* Gffftder ; op aa we fay in Engliflb^ he hath 
^ made menfe Things of you : For if we 
^ cranflate it thus ; 

Woman is a varitms and cbangeablc'Tbing^ 

^ there will be no Fault» I bdievc^ unlefi 
J in point of Civility^ to- the Ladies.* 

Mrs. Atkinfm had juft Time to tell the 
Doctor he was a provoking Creature, before 

B 5 the 
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• fufpeft, fays fhc, my Lord, that you 
•have a Friend in the Woman, where I 

* now lodge, as well a& you. had in Mnd; 
'-£//(/&».* My Lord protefted the; am-- 
tiary*-«.^To which (he anfwered, * Nayi^: 

• my Lordi do not defend her fbiearneftiyt 

• till you are fure 1 fhouid have been angry 
•jwitnher/ 

At theie Words, which were accompa* 
nied with a very bewitching Softnefs, my 
lifOrd flew into Raptures rather too- ftrong' 
for the Place he was in. Thefe the La* 
dv gently checked, and begged him to- 
take care they were nor obferved ^, for 
chat her Huiband, for aught Ihe knew^ 
was then in the Room. 

' Colonel Jams came now up, and Taid, 

* So, Madam, I have the good Fortune 

• to find you again ; I have been extreme- 
*^ly miferable fince I loft you.* The 
Lady anfwcred in her- Mafquerade Voice! 
that (he did not know him. ^ I am Colo« 
•f ntljamesj* faid he, in a Whifper.* Indeed, 
•» Sir,* aniwerM (he, ♦ you are miftiiken, I 

* have no Acquaintance with any Colonel 

♦ Jamej.^ Madam, anfwer*d he, in a Whif- 

fer likewiie, * I am pofitive I am not mifta* 
ken, you^ arc ceriaiflly Mr^i^ Bo^fh. — In- 
- ? deed J 
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* doedSir,! faid (fie,.* you arc very impcrti-' 

* ncDtyiand I beg yon^ will kave me.^ My 
Lood then kiterpoled, and fpenkii^ in. his' 
oim Voices aflUr'ditheColoncltfaat tUel^ady' 
ms a Woman afQaality^ and that diey were* 
engaged - m st- Convoiikdon' t(^;ethcr > won' 
which thci Gobnei: a&od the Lad]^s Far*- 
don ; for ar there wal nothing rextiark^e' 
in her Dre&^ he really believ^ihe bad been' 
miftaken. 

Ife dm. wentr again a- hundfi^ through 
the RoomS) and ioon after found £d$ti^. 
walking without his Mafk between two 
Ladies, one off whonv was in a bke Do- 
mino,, and/ the other in the Drefs of 3t 
Shepherdcfs. * fyiUr* cries the Colonel; 

* do you know what is become of our 

* Wives t fori have feen neither of dicni 

* fincc we have been in. the Room ? Bsoih 
^ anfvveredt diat he fuppofed they wercf 
*^botii together, and mey: fhouldi fiiid 

* them by and. byi' « What^* cries the 
Lady in the blue Domino, • are you 
' both come upon Duty then with your 

* Wives ? Ab for yours, Mn Aidermant' 

* faid (he to the Colond, I make no Que^ 
^ ftion but (be is: got into much betteif 
I Company t^ her HulhandV ^ i^ow 

* can 
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^ can you be £o cruel, Madam, faid the 
^ ShepherdefS) you will make him beat' 

* his Wife by and by, for he is a military 
< Man I aiTure you. In the Trained Bands 

• I prefumc, cries the Domino, for he is 

• plainly dated from the City.—— I own, ^ 
^ indeed, cries the other, the Gentleman • 

• fmells ftrongly of. Thames-Street y and, if 

• I may venture to guefs, of the honour- . 

* able Calling of a Taylor.^ 

. « Why what the Devil haft thou picked 
f up here,* cries James ? 

» • 

* Upon my Soul, I don't know,* an* 
« fwered Booth ; * I wifii you would take 

* one of them at leaft.* . ' . 

^ What fay you. Madam/ cries the Do-^ 
mino, * will you go with the Colonel ^ 

* I affure you, you have miftaken your 

• Man, for he is no Icfs a Perfon than thc- 

• great Colonel James himfclf.. 

•'No Wonder, then,' that Mr. Booth 

* gives him his Choice of us •, it is the 
« proper Office of a Caterer, in which Ca- 

* pacity Mr. Booths hath, I am told, the- 
Honour to fcrvc the noble Colonel/ 



« 
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* Much Good may it do you with your 
^ Laidies, faid James^ I will go in Purfuit' 

, • of better Game. At which Words he^ 
' walked off/ 

* You are a true Sportfman,' cries the 
Shepherdefs ; ^ for your only Pleafure^ \ 

* believe, lies in the Purfuit* 

* Do you know the Gentleman, Ma- 
dam ? ' cries the Domino. 

* Who doth not know him?' anfwered 
the Shepherdefs. 

' What is his Charafter ? * cries the Do- 
mino; ^ for though I have jelled with 

* bim I only know him by Sight. 

* I know nothing very particular in his^ 

* Charaifter,' cries the Shepherdefs. ' He 

* gets every handfome Woman he can, and 
f fo they do all. 

* I fuppofe then he is not miarried,' faid 
the Domino* 

* O yes, and married for Love too, 

* anfwered the other ; but he hath loved 

* away all his Love for her long ago, and 

*now 



T now, h€ fff^f fliis ntsdces^arfitibati Ob- 
•• j«6b of HaiJcdi— ^i--t rfiinlc if5 the Fdlcw^ 
<^ ever- aj5)ears> «d hsuhe any* Wit, iti hi wfctn* 

* he abufes his Wife, and luckily fiai^ him/ 

* that is his favourite Topick. I don't 

•• kiiow' tho poopi Wretdii but as he de- 
^^ fcribes- her, . it is a miferable Animall 

* I know her very well,* cries the other, 
^ and r am mueh miftiadeen if flie is liot 

* even with him : • But> Hang-' him,- Whati ip 

* become of Booth ? 

At this Inftant a great Nbvfe'arofe ncMtit 
that Part where the two Ladies were. 
TKie was c^cajioived by^a<ldrge AiGi&mbl^ 
of young Fellows, whom tteyi oaH Buck^ 
who were got together* afid wefe enjoywig; 
as the Phrafe is, a Letter, which one of 

riienfli had fbund in the?Ri9cimi 

* Curiiofity hatb its^ Votaries ai«fo% alt 
Ranks of People, whenever- thefefbre^ ait 
Objeft of this appears, it is as fare of 
amt^fig arCrdud in ther AflembHi^si of the 
Polite, as in thofe of their Infericfi«i- -'^ 

When this • C^oud^- was- gatheted toge- 
ther, <H^e of the Bucks, at the D^fire of 
feis Companions^ as well as- of all- pi^fent; 

• • ' performed 
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perform'd the Pm-t of arpuhlic Orator, and 
read out the following Letter, which wo 
, Ihall give the Reader, together with the 
(bmrneotsr* of the Orator hioifelf, and. of 
all his Audience. 

The Orator then being mounted on, a 
Bench bagan as follows : 

* Here beginneth the firft Chapter of 

* — —Saint -f— Pox on% Jacky what is the 
\ Saint's Name I I have f(M'got. 

« 

* Ttmotby^ you Blockhead,* anfwer^d ano- 

< dier— — ?/»^^* 

* WclU then/ cries the Oratx>r, • of Saint 

* Sir, I am very forry to have any Oc- 

* cskdon of writbg on the following Sub- 

* joft, in a Country that is honoured witlk 
' the Name of Chriftian ; much more am 

< I concerned to addrefs my felf to a Mati 
^ whofe many Advantages derived both 
^ from Nature and Fortune fhould demand 
^ the highqft Return of Gratitude to the 

* great Giver of all thofe good Things^ 
^ h not fuch a Man guilty of the higheft 
\ logpatitude to that moil omeBcent Beings 

by 
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• by a direft and avowed Difobedience of 

• liis moft pofitive Laws and Commands. 

* I need not tell you that Adultery is 

• forbid in the Laws of the Decalogue 

• nor need I, I hope, mention, that it is 

• as exprefly forbid in the New Teftament. 



i 

c 
c 



« Tou fee therefore^ faid the Orator^ 
what the Law isj and therefore none of you 
will be able to plead Ignorance when you come 
to the Old-Baily in the other fporld.^ — 

* But here goes again. ■ ■ 

* If it had not been fo exprelsly forbid- 

* den in Scripture, ftill the Law of Na- 

* ture would have yielded Light enough 
for us to have difcovered the great Hor* 
ror and Atrocioufnefs of this Crime. 



€ 






* And accordingly we find, that Na- 
tions Inhere the Sun of Righteoufnefs 
hath yet never (hined, have punilhed the 
Adulterer with the moft exemplary 
Pains and Penalties, not only the polite 
Heathens, but the moft barbarous Na- 
tions have concurred in thefe ; in many 
Places the moft fevere and ihameful cor- 
poral Punilhments^ and in fome, and 

♦ thofe 
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* thofe not a few. Death itfelf hath bceri 
^ iflflided on this Crime. 

* And furc in a human Scnfe there is 

* fcarce any Guilt which dcferves to be 

* more feverely punifhed. It includes in 

* it almoft every Injury and every Mif- 

* chief which one Man can do to, or can 

* bring on another. It is robbing him of 

* his Property. 

« Mind fbafj . Ladies^* /aid the Orator i 
you are all the Property of your Hujhands ; 
and of that Property; which, if he is a 
good Man, he values above all others. 
It is poifoning that Fountain whence he 
hath a Right to derive the fweeteft and 
moft innocent Pleafure, the moft cordial 
Comfort,, the moft folid Friendfhip, and 
moft faithful Affiftance in all his Affairst 
Wants and Diftreffes. ; It is the Deftnic- 
tion of his Peace of Mind, and even of his 
Repuution, The Ruin of both Wife 
and Hiift)and, and fometimes of the whole 
Family, are the probable Confequence 
of this fatal Injury. Domeftic Happinefs 
is the End of almoft all our Purfuits, 
and the comnipn Reward of all our Pains. 
When Men find themfelves for ever 
barred fr^m this delightful Frviitiopf they»* 

are 
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f are 16ft to all Induftty, and grow cardef^ 

* of all their wordly A^irs. Thus they 

* become bad Subjefts, bad Relations, bad 

* Friends- and' bad* Men. Hatred and Re- 

* venge ane the wretched Paffions which 

* boil in ^eir Minds. Defpair and Mad- 
^ nefs viery- comtronly enfuc, aad Murder 
^' and.Suidde ofteirclofe tho dreadful Scene; 

• Thus, Gentlemen and Ladifs, you fee the 

* Scene is clofed. So here ends tbefirfi ASi^ 

* and tbm begins tbefecond. 

• L have here attempted to lay beFord 
^ yoU.aiPifture of this Vice, the Hotror of 
y.- wdiioh; ffoi Colouts ofl mitie dan e^caigge- 
^ratei. Buc:wh^ Ptfloil cait ddlin^re th^ 
^ Sbrrors^ of that Piiniibment wHiob the 
^ Scripture dcnounoes agdiifl: tt.« 

- ^ And 4br wliat i^nlt youi flibje^ydur- 
^Mt CO tHi» Puntfhment .^ On for wlfet? 
^ RiOfWard' will* you infli£fe all thifii: Miibry 

* on another ? I will add on yout^ Ftiend ? 
^ For the Polfeflioti of » Wotimn.;L for th^ 
^ PieaiUFe of a Moment ?' But if ftrtth^ji' 

* Vimie norReUgiotticM fOftwliir-yoiW ih- 
^ Ordinate A'ppetH^ are dlt*fe not? lAiaWy* 

* Womeft a9 haiidibtna^ at yout» Prtend's' 
^ V^ifc^ wbofXH' tdtough* not witli' Ihito^ 

^ cence. 
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^ ccncct you tnay po0cf$ with a. much kfs 
' Dicgcee of Guilt ? Wlwt Motive thenVcan 
, ' thus hurry you on to the Deftrudion lof 

* yourfelf and your Friend ? Doth thc^cu* 
< liar Ranknefs of the Guilt add any Zeft to 
^ the Sin? Dath;t€ eohance the Pleafiire as 
^ inuch as we may he nffiised it will the 
^ i^lmlhInent:? 

. * :But if you can be ib Joft to all Scnfe 
^ .of Fear, >and of :6hame9 and of Good- 
^ oefs, as not to be debarred by the Evil 

* which -you .are .to bring on yourfelf, by 

* the extreme Bafenefs of the A£tion, nor 
^ by the iluxn in vbich iyou art to involve 

* xidiers, kt;me ftiU^uige tfaie Difficulty, I 
^ may ^ die ImpoffibiUty x>f the Succefs. 
^ ¥ou anattackiog a forfireis on a Rock ; 
^ aChaftity ib ftn^gly^idefended, as well, 

* by a happy natural Difpofition of Mind, 

* as by the ftrongeft Principles of Reli- 
' gion and. yittiie^ iftiplantfxl by Educa- 

* tion, and nourilhed and improved by 
^ iHabit, that the Wonan muft be in- 
^ vincible even . without -^t firm and 
^ conftant AfFe£)ion of her Hufband, whieh 
^ would gtiafd a iibudx ioorfer and worfe 
^ diipofed^bact. .V^hat therefore are you 
^ atcen^ptiog :biit r to introduce Oiftrufb, 
^ and {>«Fhaf>s . Difijoion :between an in* 

nocent 



\ 
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« nocent and a happy Couple, in which 
^ too you cannot fucceed without bringing, 
•* I am convinced, certain Deftrudion on , 
J your own Head I 

* Defift, therefore, let me advife youj 

* from this enormous Crime ; retreat irom 

* the vain Attempt of climbing a Precipice 

* which it is impoffible you fhould ever 

* afcend, where you muft probably fdon 
^ fall into utter Perditiont and can have no 

* other Hope but of drawing down your 

* bed Friend into Perdition with you. 

• •• . • : 

... ■ . . i . ■ 

* * I can thinlc of but one Argument more, 
^ and that indeed a very bad one : You 

* throw away that Time in an impoffible 
f Attempt^ which might, in other Places 
f crown your finful Endeavours with Suc- 

* ccfs, . ' 

- * Andfi Atds tie difnud Ditty. 

* D— n me,* cries one, * did ever mortal 
f hear fuch d-^nd Stuff ? 

r 

. . : . \ ' 

* Upon my Soul,' laid another, * I like 
f the laftArgumerit well jenoiigh. There 
.• is fome Senfc in that : For d— ^n me if 
f I had not rather go to D'^g^fs at any 
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< Time, than follow a virtuous B«— ^ for 

* a Fortnight. 

» 

. * Topij* fays. one of them, * let us fet the 
^ Ditty, to Mufick ; let us fubfcribe to have 

< it fet by Handel^ it will make an excel- 

* lent Oratorio. 

* D — ^n me, Jack^* fays another, ,* we'll 

* have it fet to a Pfalm Tune, and we'll 

* fing it next Sufuk)^ at St. James's Churchy 
^ and I'll bear a Bob, d— — n me. 

* Fie upon it. Gentlemen, fie upon It,* 
faid a Frier who came up, ** do you think 

* there is any Wit and Humour in this*Ri- 

* baldry ; or if there were, would it make 

* any Atonement for abufing Religion and 

* Virtue ? 

* Hey day ! * cries one, * this is a Frier 
f in good earned. 

* Whatever I am,* faid the Frier, * I hope 

* at leaft, vou are what you appear to be. 

* Heaven forbid, for the Sake of our Po- 
^ ftcrity, that you (hould be Gentlcmep. 

* Jack^* cries one, I let us tofs the Fripr 
f in a Blanket. 
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* * -Me in a Blanket !* Aid the Frier, * by 
< the Dignity of Man, I wiU twift «he 

* Neck of every one of you as fure as ever ^ 

* the Neck oF aTDunghiKOock was twifted. 
« At which Words he puUed off hiS'Mafque; 

* and the tremendous Majefty of Colond 

* Bash appeared, from which the Bucks fled 
^ away as faft as the Trcjans heretofore from 

* theTace 6f ikhittes. Hhc Colonei did 

* not think it worth while to piirfue anjr . 
^ other of them except him who had the 

* Letter' in his Hand, which the Colond 

* defired to fee, and the other deli-* 

* vercd, faying it was very much at his 

* Service.' 

The Cotenel bdng poflfefs'd of the Letter 
retired as-priiwrtely as -he could, fai order to 
give it a careful Perufal ; for badly as it 
had been read by the Orator, there were 
-fome Paflagcs in it v^hich had plcafed the 
Colonel. He had juft • gone through it 
when Booth paffed by him j upon which 
the Colonel called to him, and delivering 
him the Letter, bid him put it in his 
Pocket, and read it at his Leifure. He 
made many Encomiums upon it, and told « 
Booth Tf, would be . of Service to him, and 
was proper for all young Men to read. 



Booth 
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Boolb had not yet ieen his Wife ; but as 
he concluded fhe was fafe with Mrs. James^ 
he was jiot uneafy. He had been prevent- 
ed by fearching farther after her, by the 
Lady in the blue Domino, who had joined 
him again. Booth had now made thefe 
Difcoveries ; that the Lady was pretty well 
acquainted with him ; that (he was a Wo- 
man of Fafhion ; and that Hie had a par- 
ticular Regard for him. But though he was 
a^ay Man, he was in reality fo fond of his 
Amelia^ that he thought of no other Wo- 
man ; wherefore, though not abfolutely a 
Jofeph^ as we have already feen ; yet could 
he not be guilty of premeditated Incon- 
ftancy. He was indeed To very cold and 
infenfible to the Hints which were given 
him, that the Lady began to complain of 
his Dulnefs. When the Shepherdefs again 
came up, and heard this Accufation againft 
him, (he confirmed it, faying : ' I do aflure 

* you. Madam, he is the dalleft Fellow in 

* the World. I-ndeed I (houid almoft take 

* you for his Wife, by finding you a fecond 

* Time with him j for I do afture you the 

* Gentleman very feldom keeps any other 

* Company.* ' Are you fo well acquainted 
' with him. Madam ?* faid the Domino, 

* I have had that Honour longer than your 
Vol. IV. C * Lady- 
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* Ladylhip, I believe/ anfwered the Shep- 
herdefs. * Poffibly you may. Madam/ 
cries the Domino, * but I ^¥41h you would 
« not interrupt us at prefect ; for we have 

* fome Bufinefs together.' * I believe, Ma- 

* dam,* anfwered the Shepherdefs, * my 
^ Bufinefs with the Gentleman is altogether 
« as important as yours ; and therefore your 

* Ladylhip may withdraw if you pleafc.— 

* My dear Ladies,' cries Bootb^ * I beg 

* you will not quarrel about me.'-—* Not 
« at all,' anfwered the Domino, * finceyou 

* are fo indifferent, Irefign my Pretenfions 

* with all my Heart. If you had not been 
^ the dulleft Fellow upon Earth, 1 am con- 

* vinced you muft have difcovered me.'— 
She then went off muttering to herfelf^ 
that ihe was fatisfied the Shepherdefs was 
fome wretched Creature whom no body 
knew. 

The Shepherdefs overheard the Sarcafm, 
and anfwered it, by aflcing Beotb what 
Gontemptible Wretch he had picked up. 

* Indeed, Madam, faid he, you know 
' as much of her as I do •, Ihe is a mafque- 

* rade Acquaintance like yourfelf. Like 

* me!' repeated (he, * Do you think if 

* this had been our firft Acquaintance, I 
^ fliould have wafted fo much Time with 

* you 



^ 
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you as I have? For your Part indeed» I 
believe a woman will get very little Ad- 
vantage by her having b^en formerif 
intimate with you.* * I do not know^ 
Madam^ faid Boofb, that I deferve diat 
chara£ler, any more than I know the Per- 
ion that now gives it me/ * And you 
have the Afliirance then»' faid ihe in her 
own Voice, * to afie£t not to remember 
me.' ^ I think,' cries B^lb^ * I have 
heard that Voice before ; bu( upon my 
Soul I do not recoiled it,* * Do you re- 
collet,* faid ihe, * no Woman that you 
have uled with the bigheft Barbarity ? i 
will not fay Ingratitude.* * No, upon 
my Honour,* anfwered B^ib. * Men- 
tion not Honour,* faid Ihe,* thou Wretch: 
For hardened as thou art, I could (hew 
thee a Face, that in fpite of thy confum- 
mate Impudence, would confound thee 
with Shame and Horrour. Do*ft thou 
not yet know me ?' ^ I do, Madam, 
indeed,' anfwered £^/i», * and I confefs, 
that of all Women in the World you 
have the molt Reafon for what you i^d.* 

Here a longDi^ogue ^nfued between 
the Gentleman . and :the Lady* whom, I 
fupjpofe, I need not mention to have been 
Mils Matbcws i but as it conJGifted chiefly 

C 2 of 
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of violent Upbraidings on her Side, and 
Excufes on his, I defpair of making it en- 
tertaining to the Reader, and fhall there- 
fore return to the Colonel, who having 
fearched all the Rooms with the utmoft 
Diligence, without finding the Woman. he 
looked for, began to fufpedt that he had 
before fixed on the right Perfon, and that 
jimelia had denied herfelf to him, being 
pleafed with her Paramour, whom he had 
difcovered to be the noble Peer. 

He refolved therefore, as he could have 
no Sport himfelf, to fpoil that of others ; 
accordingly he found out Booths and alked 
him again what was become of both their 
Wives -, for that he had fearched all over 
the Rooms, and could find neither of them? 

Booth vfzs now a little alarmed at this Ac- 
count, and parting with Mifs Mathews^ 
went along with the Colonel in fearch of 
his Wife. As for Mifs Mathews:^ Jie had 
;at length pacified her with a Promife to 
make her aVifif, which iPromife fhe ex- 
torted from him, fwearing bitterly in the 
moft folemn Manner, unlefs he made it 
to her, fhe would expofe both him and 
berfdf at the Mafquerade. 

' " As 
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As he knew the Violence of the Lady's 
Paflions, and to what Heights they were 
capable of rifing, he was obliged to come 
into thefe Terms ; for he had, I am con- 
vinced, no Fear upon Earth equal to that 
of /fmelia^s knowing what it was in the 
Power of Mifs Mathews to communicate 
to her, and which to conceal from her, 
he had already undergone fo much Unea- 
fmefs. 

The Colonel led Booth dlreftly to the 
Place where he had feen the Peer and //- 
meUa Cfuch he was now well convinced (he 
was) fitting together. Booth no fooncr 
law . her, than he faid to the Colonel, fure 
that is my Wife in Converfation with that. 
Mafque — I took her for your Lady my- 
ielf, faid the Colonel \ but I found I was 
miftaken* — (Hark ye, that is my Lord 
— — , and I have feen that very Lady 
with him all this Night.) 

This Converfation paft at a little Dif- 
tance, and out of the Hearing of the fup- 
pofcd Amelia-, when Booth looking fted- 
faftly at the Lady,declared with an Oath that 
he was pofitivethe Colonel was in the right. 
She then beckoned to him with her Fan; u pon 

C3 " which 
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which he went direftly to her ; and Ihc 
aflced him to go honie, which he Very 
readily confehted to. The Peer then walk«^ 
cd off, the Colonel went in purfuit of his 
Wife, or of fomc other Woman ; and 
Booth and his Lady returned in two Chairs 
to their Lodgings. 

CHAP. III. 

Confequencis of the Mafquerade^ not uncom- 

mon nor furprijing. 

THE Lady getting firft out of her 
Chair ran haftily up into the Nur- 
fcry to the Children v fof fuch was Ameliti?9 
conftant Method at her return home, a* 
v^hatever Hour. Booth then walked int6' 
the Dining-robn), where he had not been 
long before udf/^^//>ca(i1^ down to him> arid 
With a moft chearful Countenance^ fatd,. 

* My Deaf, I fancy we have neither of us^ 

* fupped, (hall I go down aiid fee whether 

* there is any cold Meat in the Houfe ?' 

• For yburfelf, if you pleafe,' anfwered 
Boof^ i ' but I fhall dat nothing.* 

* How, my Dear,* (aid Atnelidy • I hope 
f* you have not loft yoitf Appetite at the 

* Mafquc- 
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* Mafijuerade ?' For Supper was a Meal 
at wUch he generally eat very heartily. 

• 

• I know not well what I have loft,* (aid 

* Booth ; * I find myfeif difordered. My 

* Head aches. I know not what is the 

* Matter with me.' 

• Indeed, my Dear, you fright me,* faid 
Amelia ; ^ you look indeed difordered. I 

* wilh the Mafquerade had been far enough, 
^ before you had gone thither.' 

^ Would to Heaven it had,* cries Booth j 

* but that i$ over now* Butpray^ Amelia^ 
^ anfwer me one Qucftion, wfao was tkac 

* Gentleman with you, when I came up to 

* youP 

« TheCcntlemanf my T^tni fiud 4iir^* 
Ita^ ^ what Gentleman V 

, ^ The Gantlcmaci^ the Nobleman, when 

* I came up \ fure I fpeak plain/ 

• Upon my Word, my Dear, I don*t 
^ underftand you,* anfwered fho; ^Idid 

* not know one Perfon at titie Mafque^ 

* radc* 

C4 !Howl*: 
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* Flow !* faid he, * what fpend the whole 

* Evening with a Mafque without know- 

* ing him ?' 

' Why, my Dear,'^ faid (he, * you 

* know we were not together.' 

* I know we were not,* faid he ? * but 
< what is that to the Purpofe ? fure yoa 
^ anfwer me ftrangety. 1 know we were 

* not together ; and therefore I afk you 

* whom you were with ?' 

* Nay but, my Dear,' faid Ihe, * can I 
^ • tell People in Malques ?' 

* I fay again, Madam,^ faid he, * would 

* you converfe two Hours or more with a 

* Mafque whom you did nd€ know ?' 

* Indeed, Child,* fays Ihe, * I know no- 

* thing of the Methods of a Mafquerade j 

* for 1 never was at one in my Life.* 

* I wifh to Heaven you had not been at 

* this/ cries Booth. * Nay you will wifh 

* fo yourfclf, if you tell me Truth — What 

* have I faid ? do I, can I fufpe6l you of 

* not fpeaking Truth ?— Since you are ig- 

norant 
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^ norant then I will inform you, the Man 
f you have converfed with was no- other 

* than Lord .* 

' And is that the Reafon,* faid (he, • you 
^ wifli 1 had not been there ?* 

' And is not that Reafon,* anfwered he, 
^ fuSicient ? Is he not the lad Man upon 
^ Earth with whom I would have you con- 

* verfe ?* 

* So you really wilh then that I had not 

* been at the Mafquerade V 

* I do,' cried he, * from my Soul/ . 

* So may I ever be able,' cried (he, * to 

* indulge you in every Wi(h as in this. — I 

* was not there/ 

' Do not trifle, Amelia,* cried he, * you 

* would not jcft with me if you knew the 

* Situation of my Mind/ 

' Indeed I do not jeft'with you/ faid 
(he, * Upon my Honour I was not there. 
^ Forgive me this firft Deceit I ever prac- 

* tifed,. and indeed it (hall be the tail ; for 
f 1 have paid feverely for this by the 

C 5 • • Un. 
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^ Uneafinefs it hath giveti me.* She thert 
revealed to hito the whole Secret, l^hicH 
was thus. 

i think it hath been already mefttiorted 
in feme Part of this Hiftory, that Amdid 
and Mrs. Atkinfon were exaftly of the fame 
Make and Stature, and that there ifras 
likewife a very near Refemblance bctweferi 
their Voices. When Mr^. Aikinfdn theWford 
found that yf/w^//<2 was fo extremely ayeffd 
to the Mafquerade, fhe propofed to go 
thither in her (lead, and to pa^ upon Booth 
for his own Wife. 

This was aft^fward^ very eafily execut- 
ed i for when they left Booth's Lodgings, 
Amelia^ who went laft to her Chair, fan 
back to fetch her Mafque, as fhe pretended, 
which Ihe had purpofely left behind. She 
then whipt oflF her Domino, and threw it 
over Mrs. Alkinfoyty who ftood ready to 
receive it, and ran immediately do^ii 
Stairs, and ftepping into Amelia's Ghaif 
proceeded with the reft to the Mafquerade, 

As her Stature cxaftly fuited that of A^ 
meliay fhe had very little Difficulty to carry 
on the Impofition ; for befides the natural 
Refemblance of theirVoices, and the Oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity of fpeaking in a feigned one, (he had 
(carce an Incercourfe of fix Words with 
Booib during the whol^ Tioie ; for the 
Moment they got into the Crowd, ihe took 
the firfr Opportunity of flipping from him. 
And he, as the Reader may remember, be- 
ing feized by other Women, and conclud- 
ing his Wire to be &fe with Mrs. James 
was very well fatisfied, till the Colonel fet 
him upon the Search, as we ha^e feen be- 
fore. 

Mrs. Atkinfon^ the Moment Ihe canie 
home, ran up Stairs to the Nuriery, where 
ihe found Aneliaj and told her in Haftc 
that fhe might very eafily carry on the 
Deceit with her Hufband ; for that fhe 
might tell him what fhe pleafed to invent, 
as they had not been a Minute together 
during the whole Evening. 

JBooib was^no fooner fatisfied that his 
Wife had not been from home that Even* 
log, than he fell into Raptures with her, 
gave her a thoufand tender CarefTes, 
blamed his own Judgment, acknowledged 
the Goodnefs of hers, and vowed never to 
oppofe her Will more in any one Inftance 

during biS' Life. : ' 

* 

C6 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Atkinfon^ who was ftill in the Nur- 
fery with her Mafquerade Drefs, was then 
•fummoned down Staiw 5 and when Booth 
faw her, and heard her fpeak in her mimic 
Tone, he declared he was not furprifed at 
his having been impofed upon ; for that tf 
they were both in the fame Difgviife, he 
Ibould fcarce be able to difcovcr the Dif- 
ference between them% 

They then fat down to half an Hour^s? 
chearful Converfation ; after which they 
retired all in the moft perfedk good Hu^ 
mour. 

CHAP. IV. 

Co}ffequenees of the Mafquerade. 

WHEN Boolb rofe in the Morning,^ 
he found in his Pocket that Letter 
which had been delivered to bim by Colo»- 
jael Ba(b, which, had not Chance brought 
to his Remembrance, he might poffibly 
have never recolledicd. 

■- He had now however the Curiofity to 
open the Letter, and beginning to read ic 
the Matter of it drew him on, 'till he per- 

ufcd 
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ufed the whole ; for notwithftanding the 
Contempt caft upon it by thofe kamed 
Critics the Bucks, neither the SubjeA, nor 
the Manner in which it was treated,, was 
altogether contemptible. 

But there was ftill another Motive which 
induced Booth to read the whole Letter ; 
and this was, that he prefently thought he 
knew the Hand. He did indeed immedi- 
ately ccHiclude it was Pr. Harrifon ; for the 
DoAor wrote a very remarkable one ; and 
this Letter contained all the Particularities 
of the Doctor's Charafter. 

He had juft finifhed a fecond Reading 
of this Letter, when the Dodtor himfelt 
entered the Room. The good Man was 
impatient to know the Succefs of Amelia's 
Stratagem ; for he bore towards her ail that 
Love which Eftecm can create in a good 
Mind, without the Afliftanee of thofc lelfilh 
Cbnliderations, from which the Love of 
Wives and Children may be ordinarily de- 
duced. The latter of which Nature, by 
very fubtle and refined Reafoning, *fug- 
gefts to us to be Part of our dear felves ; 
and the former, as long as they remain the 
Objedls of our Liking, that fame Nature 
is furnifhed with very plain and fertile Ar-» 

guments> 
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gi&tnents, tx) recommend to our Affe<5Uon& 
ut to raife that Affe£^ioo in the human 
Brcaft, which the Do(5tor had for Amelia^ 
Nature is forced to uiie a kind of Logtc^ 
which is no more underftood by a bad 
Man, than Sir Ifaac Newton^s Dodrine of 
Colours is by one born blind. And yet 
in reality it contains nothing more abftrufe 
Chan this. That an Injury is the Objedt of 
Anger, Danger of Fear, and Praifc of Va- 
nity: For in the fame (imple Manner it 
may be aflcrted, .that Goodnefs is the Ob* 
je6k of Love. 

» 

TheDoftor enquired immediately for his 
Child (forfo he often cd&tA Amelia \) Bootb an- 
fwercd that he had left her aflcep ; for that (he 
had had but a reftlefs Night. ' I hope (he is» 

* not difordered by the Malquerade,* cries 
theDodtor. Booib anfwered, he believed 
Ihe would be very well when fhe waked. 

* I fancy,* faid he, * her gentle Spirits were 

* a little too much fluttered laft Night -, 

* that is all.' 



< 



* I hope then,' faid the Dodor, * you 
will never more infift on her going to 
^ fuch Places, but know your own Hap^ 
• pincfs in having a Wife that hath the 
^ Difaetion to avoid thofe Places ; which* 

;^ though 
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^ tlttxigh piethaps they may not be as fotne 
' reprefenc thedi, fuch Brothds of Vico 
' and Debauchery, as would impeach the 
' Chaftiftcr of tVcry virtuous Wonian who 

* was feeD it theo^ arts certainly however 
^ Scenes of Riot; Diibrd^, and Intempe* 
^ ranee, very improper to be frequented 
^ by a chafte and fober Chriftian Matron.* 

Booib declared, that he was very fend-* 
ble of Jiis £rr6f i and that £o far from fo- 
fiddng his Wife to go to another Mafque^ 
rade, he did not intend ever to go thither 
any more himfelf. 

The DoQor highly approved the Refb- 
hition % and then Boffib faid : ^ And X 
^ thank you^ my dear Friend, as well as 
^ my Wife's Difcretion, that Ihe was not 
^ at the Mafquerade la(t Night.' He then 
rebtcd t6 the Do&or the Difcovery of the 
Plot ; and the good Man was greatly pleafed 
with the Succefs of the Stratagem, and that 
Baeti took it in fuch good Part. 

* But, Sir,' fays B^oib, • I had a Letter 

* given Ihe by a noble Colonel there, which, 
^ is written in a Hand to very like yours, 
^ that I could almoft fwear to it. Nor is 

* the Stile, as far as I can gueis^ unlike 

* your 
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* your own. Here it is, Sir. Do you own 

< the Letter, Doftor, or do you not ?* 

The Dodbor took the Letter, and hav- 
ing looked at it a Moment, (aid — ' And 

* did the Colonel himfelf give you this 

< Letter ?' - • 

* The Colonel himfelf,' anfwered Booth. 

* Why then/ cries the Doftor, • he is 

* furely tlie moft impudent Fellow that 
^ the World ever produced. What did he 
I deliver it with an Air of Triumph ?* 

* He delivered it me with Air enough,' 
cries Booths ^ after his own Manner^ and 

* bid me read it for my Edification. To 

* fay the Truth, I am a little furprifed 
^ that he fhould fingle me out of all Man- 

* kind to deliver the Letter to v I - do not 

* think I deferve the Character of fuch a 

* Hufband. It is well I am not fo very 
' forward to take an Affront as fome 

f Folks.* 

•. . • ... 

* I am glad to fee you are not/ faid the 
Doftdr ; * and your Behaviour in this Af- 
^- fair becomes lx)th the Man of Senfe and 
f theChriftian : For it would be furely the 

^ greateft 
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* grcareft Folly, as well as the moft daring 
' Impiety, to rifque your own Life for 

* the Impertinence of a Fool. • As long as 

* yon are affured of the Virtue of your 

* own Wife, it is Wifdom in you to de- 
^ fpife the Efforts of fuch a Wretch. Not 
' indeed that your Wife accufes him of any 

* downright Attack, though fhe hath ob- 

* ferved enough in his Behaviour to give 

* OflFence to her Delicacy.* 

* You aftonilh mc, Dodtor/ faid BootB. 
^ What can you mean ? My Wife diflike 

* his Behaviour ! Hath the Colonel ever 

* oflfended her ?' 

* I do not fay he hath ever offended her 

* by any open Declarations. — ^Nor hath he 
' done any Thing which, according to the 

* moft romantic Notion of Honour, you can 

* or ought to refent ; but there is fomething 

* extremely nice in the Chaftity of a truly 
^ virtuous Woman/ 

^ And hath my Wife really complained 

* of any Thing of that kind in theCo- 
! ionel ?' 

* Look ye, young Gentleman,' cries 
the Doctor, * 1 will hare no quarrelling, or 

* chal- 
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* challenging ; I find I have made fom« 
^ Miftake, and therefore I infift upon it^ 
^ by all the Rights of Friendlhip, that you 

* give me your Word of Honour you will 
^ not quarrel with the Colonel on this Ac^ 

* count.' 

' I do with all my Heart,* faid BiH)lh t 

* for if I did not know your Charadkw, I 

* fhould abfolutely think you was jefting 
^ with me. I do not think you have mif- 

* taken my Wife v but I am fure ihe hath 

* miftaken the Colonel ; and hath mifcon- 

* ftrued fomc overftrained Point of Gal- 

* lantry, fomething of the Quixotte Kind^ 
^ into a Defign againll her Chaflity ; but 
^ I have that Opinion of the Cok>nel, that 
^ I hope yoa will not be orfFended, when I 
^ declare I know not which oi you two I 
^ ihould be the fooner jealous of/ 

^ I would by no Means have you jealous 

* of any one/ cries the Doftor 5 ^ for I 
^ think my Child's Virtue may be firmly 
^ relied on *, but I am convinced (he would 

* not have faid what Ihe did to me, with* 

* out a Caufe •, nor Ihould I, without fucli 
^ a Convidtion, have written that Letter to 
^ the Colonel^ a$ I own to you I did. 
t Howcver»^ nothing I iay hath yet pafl; 

* which. 
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* which, even in the Opinion of felfe Ho- 
^ nour, you are at Liberty to refent ; but 

* as to declining any great Intimacy, if you 

* will take nriy Advice, I think that would 

* be prudent,* 

* You will pardon me, my deareft Friend,* 
faid Boaib ; * but I have really fuch an 

* Opinion^of the Colonel, that I would pawn 
' my Life upon his Honour •, and as for 

* Women, 1 do not believe he ever .had 
^ an Attachment to any/ 

* Be it fo,' faid the Doftor. * I have 

* only two Things to infill on. The firft 

* is^ that if ever you change your Opini- 

* oni this Letter may not be the Subject of 
' any Quarrelling or Fighting: The other 

* is, that you never mention a Word of 

* this to your Wife. By the latter I ihall 
' fee whether you can keep a Secret ; and 

* if it is ne'otberwife materia], it will be a 
' wholefomeExercife to your Mind \ for the 

* Praftice of any Virtue is a kind of mcn- 

* tal Exercife, and ferves to maintain the 

* Health md Vigour of the Soul/ 

^ I faithfully promiib both,' cries Booth. 
And now the Breakfaft entered the Room, 
as did foon after Amelia^ and Mrs. dikinfon. 

The 



^4 AMELIA. Book iX. 

The Converfation ran chiefly on the Maf- 
querade ; and. Mrs. Atkinfon gave an Ac- 
count of feveral Adventures there ; but 
whether flie told the whole Truth with re- 
gard to herfelf, I will not determine. For 
certain it is, fhe never once mentioned the 
Name of the noble Peer. Amongft the reft, 
fhe faid there was a young Fellow that had 
preached a Sermon there upon a Stool, in 
Praife of Adultery flie believed ; for (he 
could not get near enough to hear the Par- 
ticulars. 

During that Tranfadion, Booth had been 
engaged with the blue Domino in another 
Room, fo that he knew nothing of it \ fo 
that what Mrs. Atkinfon now faid, only 
brought to his Mind the Doctor's Letter to 
Colonel Batb\ for to him he fuppofcd it 
ivas written ; and the Idea of the Cblonel 
being a Lover to Amelia ftruck him in fo 
ridiculous a Light, that it threw him into 
a violent Fit of Laughter. 

The Doftor, who, from the natural Jea- 
Ipufy of an Author, imputed the Agitation 
of Boothh Mufcles to his own Sermon, or 
Letter on that Subjeft, was a little offended, 
and faid gravely : * I Ihould be glad to 

* know 
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* know the Rcafon of this immoderate 

* Mirth, Is Adultery a Matter of Jeft 

* in your Opinion ? 

• Far otherwife,' anfwer'd Booth . ^ But 

* how is it poffible to refrain irom Laugh* 
' tcr at the Idea of a Fellow preaching a 

* Sermon in Favour of it at fuch a Place. 



* I am very forry/ cries the Doftor, * to 
find the Age is grown to fo fcandalous a 
Degree of Licentioufnefs •, that we have 
thrown oflf not only Virtue, but Decency. 
How abandoned muft be the Manners of 
any Nation where fuch Infults upon Re- 
ligion and Morality can be committed 
with Impunity ? No Man is fonder of true 
Wit and Humour than myfelf ; but to 
profane lacred Things with Jeft and 
Scoffing is a fure Sign of a weak and a 
wicked Mind. It is the very Vice which 
Homer attacks in the odious Charafter 
of Therfites. The Ladies muft excufe 
my repeating the Paffage to you, as I 
know you have Greek enough to under- 
ftand it. 

Ma\}/, irocfi i Kurd 'kqo'iaqv i^itsiAivoci pa«rtX£u* 
flit, ' ^ ' ' ^ 

. r 2 Max* 
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EfJLfAtVM *• 

And immediatelyr adds, 

^ Hcrate a^^ defcribes fuch a lUfcaL 



Soluios 



^ ^i capiat rifus hnmnttm famamque ,£^ 
cacis %. 

* And fays of him, 

^ ^^Hic niger eftjbunc tu^Ronume^eavefo ^ 

• O charming Horner^* faid Mrs., j6 kin/an^ 
* how puch above all other Writers ! 

^ I aik your Pardon,' Madam, (aid the 



111' ^ 



♦ Thus paraphrafed by. Mr. Pope, 

AvSd by m Shame ^ by no RefpeS cantroirj. 
In Scandal hufy^ in Reproaches bold: 
With nuitty Malice ftudious to defame^ 
Scorn all his J^^ and Laughter all his Aim. 
\ * He nvas the greatejl Scoundrel in the nxholf 
* Army»^ 

} Who trtmial Burjls of Jjaugkter Jiri*ves to raife^ 
And Courts -of prating Betulamce the Erai/e. 

Framcis. 
H This Man // tfack, do thou, O Railian« Jhun this 
Man. 

3 Dodor^ 
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Doiftor, * I forgot you was ajScholar j but 

* indeed I did not know you underftood 
^ Greet as well as Latin. 

■ 

* I do not pretend,' faid fhe, * to be a 

* Critic in the Greek ; but I think I am 
' able to read a jtttle of Hemer^ at lead 
^ ^th the Help of looking now and then 

* into the Latin. 

* Pray, Madam,* faid the Doftor, ' how 
< do you like this Paflage in the Speech of 
' HeSor to Andromache. 



* Or how do you like the Charader of 
' Hippodamia^ who, by being the prcttieft 
' Girl, and bed Workwoman of her Age, 
^ got one of the bed Huibands in all 
< 7in^A.«.^I;lhink, indeed, fllww^cnume- 
' rates her Diicretion with her other Qua- 
^ lifications ; but I do not remember he 
^ gives us one Ckar^dxr of a Woman of 
* Learning. ■■ - D on't you conceive this 



i**iMa-M*VMMVWi«Wpm»a^ 



* * Gc bmne nnd mind your own Bufinefs, Fot" 
* low your Spinning, und keef ywr Maids to thiir 

*to 
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« to be a great Omidion in that charming 

* Poet ? However, Juvenal makes yoi 

* amends, for he talks very abundantly o: 

* the Learning of the Roman Ladies in hi: 

* Time. 

* You are a provoking Man, Doftor, 
faid Mrs. Aikinfony • Where is the Harn: 

* in a Woman's having Learning as wcl 

* as a Man ? 

* Let me afk you another Queftion, 
faid the Doftor. ' Where is the Harm in « 

* Man's being a fine Performer with i 

* Needle as well as a Woman ? And yet 
' anfwer me honeftly, Would you greatlj 

* chufe to marry a Man >vith a Tnimbl< 

* upon his Finger ? Would you in earned 

* think a Needle became the Hand o: 

* your Hufband as well as a Halberd ? 

. * As to War, I am with you,* faid flic 

* H^mer himfelf, I well remember, makci 
' Hdlor tell his Wife, that warlike Worki 

* n What is the Greek Word -Pol 

* lemyn fomething-- — belonged to Mfr 

* only ; and I readily agree to it. I hate 

* a mafculine Woman, an Amazon, ai 

* much as you can do ; but what is then 
f mafculine in Learning ? 

* Nothing 
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* Nothing fo mafculine, take my Word 

* for it. As for your Pollemy^ I look 

* upon it to be the true Charafteriftic of 

* a Devil. So Homer every where cha- 

* rafterizes Mars. 

* Indeed, my dear,* cries the Serjeant, 

* you had better not difpute with the 

* Doctor ; for upon my Word, he will be 

* too hard for you. 

* Nay, I beg you will not interfere,* 
cries Mrs. Atkinfon^ * I am fure you can be 

* no judge in thefe Matters.* 

At which the Do6lor and Booth burft 
into a loud Laugh ; and Amelia^ though 
fearful of giving her Friend Offence, could 
not forbear a gentle Snule. 

* You may laugh. Gentlemen, if you 
pleafe,* faid Mrs. Atkinfon -, • but I thank 
Heaven, I have married a Man who is 
not jealous of my Underftanding. I 
fliould have been the moft miferablc 
Woman upon Earth with a ftarched Pe- 
dant, who was pofleffcd of that nonfen- 
fical Opinion, that the Difference of Sexes 
caufes any Difference in the Mind . Why 

Vol. IV, D • don't 
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* don't you honeftly avow the Turkijb No- 

* tion, that Women have no Souls ; for 
^ you fay the fame thing in Eflfeft? 

• Indeed, my dear,' cries the Serjeant^ 
greatly concerned to fee his Wife fo angry^ 

* you have miftaken the Doftor. 

• I beg, my dear,' cried ftie, * yM will 

* fay nothing lapon thefe SubjeiCbs.— I hope 
^ you at leaft do not defpile my Under- 
^ (landing. 

• I affure you, I do not,* faid the Ser- 
jeant, ^ and I hope you will never dc- 

* fpiic mine ; for a Man may have fome 

* Underftanding, i hope, without Learn- 

* ing.* 

Mrs. jit kin/on reddened extremely at 
thei'e Words ; and the Doftor fearing 
he had gone too far began to foften Mat- 
ters, in which jdmetia aflifted him. By 
thcfe Means the Storm rifir^ in Mrs. jtkinfan 
before was in fome meaujre laid, at kaft 
fufpended from burfting at prefent ; but 
it tell afterwards upon the poor Serjeant*s 
*Head in a Torrent 5 who had learn'd per- 
haps one Maxim from his Trade, that a 
Cannon-Ball always doth Mifchief in pro- 
portion 
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portion to the Refinance it meets with ; 
and that nothing fo efieftuaily deadens its 
Force as a Wool- pack. The Serjeant there- 
fore bore all with Patience; and the Idea of 
a Wool-pack perhaps bringing that of a 
Feadierbed into his Head, he at laft not 
only quieted his Wife s but fhe cried out 
with great Sincerity, ' Well, my dear, I 

* wUl fay one thing for you, that I believe 

* from my Soul, though you have no 

* Learning, you have the beft Underftand- 

* ing of any Man upon Earth ; and I muft 

* own I think the latter far the more pro- 
« fitable of the two.* 

Far different was the Idea fhe enter- 
tained of the Doftor, whom, from this 
Day, fhe confidered as a conceited Pedant, 
nor could all Amelia^s Endeavours ever 
alter her Sentiments. 

The Doflror now. took his Leave of 
Booth and his Wife for a Week, he in- 
tending to fet out within an Hour or two 
with his old Friend, with whom our Rea- 
ders were a little acquainted at the latter 
End of the Ninth Book, and of whom per- 
haps they did not then conceive the moft 
favourable Opinion. 

D 2 Nay, 
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Nay I am aware that the Efteem which 
Ibme Readers before had for the Doctor, 
may be here leffened ; fince he may appear 
€o nave been too eafy a Dupe to the grofs 
Flattery of the old Gentleman. If there 
he any fuch Critics, we are heartily forry 
as well for them as for the Doftor ; but it 
is our Bufinefs to difcharge the Part of a 
faithful Hiftorian, and to defcribe Human 
Nature as it is, not as we would wifh it to be. 

C H A P. V. 

In which Colonel Bath appears in great Glory. 

THAT Afternoon, as Booth was 
walking in the Park, he met witTi 
Colonel Bath^ who prefently afked him for 
the Letter which he had given him the 
Night before, upon which Booth imme- 
diately returned it. 

* Don't you think,' cries Balh^ * it is 

* writ with great Dignity of Expreflion 
^ and Emphafis of— of — of Judgment ? 

* I am furprifed though,' cries Booths 

* that any one (hould write fuch a Lett<^ 
^ to you, Colonel. 

'T9 
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* To me ? ' faid Bath.--' « What do yoir 

* mean. Sir, I hope you don*t imagine 

* any Man durft write fuch a Letter to 

* me ? D n me if I knew a Man who 

* thought me capable of debauching my 

* Friend's Wife, 1 would— d— n me. 

^ I believe indeed Sir, cries Booib^ that 
' no Man living dares put his Name tcr 

* fuch a Letter : But you fee it is ano* 
*^ nymous^ 

I don^t know what you mean by ominous^ 
cries the Colonel ; ' but, blaft my Repu- 
*■ tacion, if I had received fuch a Letter, if 

* I would not have fearched the World, to 

* have found the Writer. D — -n me, I 
^ would have gone to the Eafi Itfdier to 
^ have pulled off his Nofe. 

* He would indeed have deferved it,* 

Qxk%Boosk * But pray^ Sir^ how came 

^ you by it ? 

* I took, iti' faid the Colonel, ' from ar 
•'Set of idle young Rafcals, one of whonr 

* was reading it out aloud upon a Stool, 
^ while the reft were attempting to make 

* a. Jeft, not only of the Letter^ but of alt 

D 3^ •Decency^. 
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^ Decency, Virtue and Religion. A Set 
*• of Fellows that you nmft have ken or 

* heard of about Town, that arc,, d— o me, 
^ a Difgrace to the Dignity of Manhood ; 
^ Puppies that miftake Noife and Impu- 
^ dence, Rudenefs and Pro&neneft toi 

* Wit. If the Drummers of my Company 

* had not more Underftanding than twenty 
*^ luch. Fellows, Td have them both, whipt 
^ out of the Regiment. 

* So then you do not know the Perfoil 

* to whom it was writ,* faid Booth. 

♦ Lieutenant^ cries the Colonel^ vour 

* Queftion deferves no Anfwcr. I ought to 
^ take Time to confider whether I oughc 
^ not to refent the Suppoiicion. Do you 
^ think. Sir, I am acqu^nted with a 

* Rafcal ? 

• I do not fuppofe, Colonel,* crit%Bdoib. 
^ diat you would willingly cultivate an In- 

* timacy with fuch a Perfon ; but a Man 
' * muft have good Luck who hath any 

^ Acquaintance, if there are not fome Ral- 
^ calft among them. 

• I am not offended with you, Child,* 
fays the Colonel. * I know you did not 

* incend to offend me, * No 
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* No Man^ I believe, dares intend it,"' 
faid Booth. 

• I believe fo too,' faid the ColoneU d — it 

* me, I know it. But you know, CWld, 
^ how tender I am on this Subjedh If I 

* had been ever married myfelf, I ihould 

* have cleft the Man's Scull who had dar*d 

* look wantonly at my Wife. 

' It IS certainly the moft cruel of all In* 

* juries,* faid Bvotb. * HtrH fioidy doth 

* Sbak^peare^ exprefs it ia bis OdkUo ! 

« Bui there J ^wbete I bad trtafitr^d up 
* my Soul. 

^ That Shakefpi€n^* cried the Colonel, 

* was a fine Fellow. He was a very pretty 
^ Poet indeed. Was it not Sbdhjpeate xbM 

* wrote the Pky about Hoi/pur ? You 
^ muft remetdDcr thc& Lines. I got thsm 
^ aknoft by Heart at the Piay«>Houfe \ for 

* I never noificd thai Play wh^nev^r it was 
« a£ked, if I was ia Towiu 

^ By Hiov^n it was an tafy Lmp^ 

« To flock brigbtFlofumr into tbiFMMooik 

^ Or drive into ibe ioUmkfa Dnp. 

D 4 t And 
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* And — and — Faith I have almoft forgot 

* them 'r but I know it is fomething about 

* faving your Honour from drowning 

* O it is very fine. 1 fay, d n m:e, 

* the Man that writ thofe Lines was the 

* greateft Poet the World ever produced. 

* There is Dignity of Expreffion and Em- 

* phalis of thinking, d -n me/ 

BoGih aflented to theCoIpnel^sCriticHin; 
and then cried ' I wifh. Colonel, you 

* would be fo kind to give me that Letter.' 
The Colonel anfwcred, if he had any par- 
ticular Ufe for it, he would give it him 
with all his Heart, and prefently delivered 
it ; and foon afterwards they parted. 

Several Paflages now ftruck all at once 
upon Booth's Mind, which gave him great 
Uneafinefs. He became confident now 
that he had miftaken one Colonel for ano- 
ther; and though he could not account 
for the Letter's getting into thofe Hands 
from whom Bafb had taken it (indeed 
.Jantfs had dropt it out of his Pocket) yet 
a thoufand Circumftances left him no room 
to doubt the Identity of the Perfon, who 
was a Man much more liable to raife 
,the Sufpicion of a Huiband than honefl: 
Ba^by who would at any Time have- ra- 
ther 
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tfaer fought with a Man than lain- with a 
Woman, 

The whole Behaviour of Amelia no\r 
rulhed upon his Mcuiory. Her Refolu- 
tion not to take up her:Refidence at the- 
Colonel's Houfe ; her Backwardnefs even- 
to dine there, her Unwillingnefs to go to 
the Mafquerade, many of her unguarded 
Expreflions^ and fome where (he had been^ 
more guarded, all joined together to raife- 
fuch an Idea in Mr. Booths that he had 
almoft taken a Refolution 10 go and cut 
the Colonel to Pieces in his own Houfe. 
CoolcrThoughts, however, fuggefted them- 
felves to him^ in Time* He recoUefted 
the Promife he had fo folemnly made to 
the Doctor. He confidered moreover, that 
he was yet- in the Dark, as to the Extent 
of the Colonel's Guilt Having nothing 
therefore to fear from it, he cont;ented 
himfelf to poftppne a Refentment which 
he neverthelefs refolyed to take of the. 
Colonel hereafter, if he found he was in 
any Degree a Delinquent. . 

The fir ft Step he determined to take 
was, on the firft Opportunity, to relate to 
Colonel James the Means by which he be- 
came poficifed of the Letter^ and to read; 

D 5 it 
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it to him. On which Occafion be thought 
he fhould eafily difcem by the Behaviour 
of the Colonel, whether he had been fu- 
fpeded either by JmiVa or the Dodor 
without a Caufe : But as for his Wiie^ he 
fully refolved not to reveal the Secret to 
her till the Do£lor*s Return. 

While Bootb was deeply o^aged by 
himfelf in thefe Meditations, Capt. Treni 
came up to him, and £uniliarly flapped 
lum on the Shoulder. 

They were ibon jcnned by a third Gen- 
tleman, and preicntly aftcrwtfds by a 
fourth, both Acquaintances of Mr. Trma ; 
and aU havii^ walked twice the Length 
dt the Mall together, it being now paft 
Nine in the Erenii^ Tnni propofed go- 
11^ to the Tavern, to whidi the Stnui- 

Sts immediately conlcnted; and B9§ib 
mUX^ alter lomc Refiftancc, was at 
iMgth periuaded to comply. 

To the Ks^*s-jtm% diea ther went, 
where the Bottle went verr briskly round 
tiB after Efeveti i at whxh Time Tremi 
yi opofe i i a Game at Canis» to which Pro- 
pyl BKwife £«^s Con&ct wis obcnn'd, 
Mt wtthwc mgca Dificolty \ fcx- 
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though ht had naturally fome Inclination 
to Gaming^ and had formerly a little in- 
dulged tt ; yet he had entirely left it off for 
many Years. 

Booib and his Friend wereTartners, and 
had at firft fome Succefs ; but Fortune^ 
according to her ufual Condud, foon (hifted 
about, and perfecuted Booth with fuch 
Malice, that in about two Hours he was 
ftripM of all the Gold in his Pocket, which 
amounted to twelve Guineas, being more 
than half the Cafh which he was at that 
Time worth. 

How eafy it is for a Man who is> at 
all tainted with the Itch of Gaming, to leave 
off Play in fuch a Situation, efpecially 
when he is likewife heated with Liquor,- 
1 leave to the Gameftdrs to determine. 
Certain it is, that Booth had no Inclination 
to defift ; but, on the contrary, was fo ea- 
gerly bent on playing on, that he called 
bis Friend out of the Room, and aiked 
him for ten Pieces, which he promifcd 
pundhially to pay the next Morning. 

Trent chid him for ufmg fo much For- 
mality on the Occafion. • You know,* 

D 6 «iaid 
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* faid he, ^ dear Booths you may have what' 
*. Money you pleafe of me. Here is a 20 /* 
*.NQte, at your Service,, and if you want- 

* five times the Sum, it is at your Service. - 

* We will never let thefe Fellows go away 

* with our Money in this manner ; for we 

* have (o much the Advantage, that if. 

* the knowing ones were here, they wouldi. 

* Jay odds of our Side. 

But if this was really Mr. Trenf^ Opt+- 
nion, he was very much miftaken ; for the. 
other two honourable Gentlemen were not: 
only greater Mafters of the Game, and 
fomewhat foberer than poor Boctb^ having 
with all the Art in their Power evaded the 
Bottle ; but they had moreover another, 
fmall Advantage over their AdverfaritSy 
both of them, by means of fome certain> 
private Signs, previoufly agreed upon 
between them, being always acquainted 
with the principal Cards in each other's 
Hands. It cannot be wonder'd therefore,, 
that Fortune was on their Side 5 for how^ 
ever fhe may be reported to favour Fools^ 
Ihe never I believe (hews them any Coun^ 
tenance when they engage in Play with 
Knaves. 

The 
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The moTt Booth loft^ rfie dceperheinade: 
bis iBecs ; the Confequence of > which was^.; 
that about two in the Morning, befide3^ 
tbeLofsKof his own Moneys he was 50/.. 
iodebted to. Trent., A Sum indeed which/ 
be would not have borrowed, . had not" the: 
other, like a very generous Friend, pulh*d; 
it upon him. . 

. Trent's Pockiets became at" laft . dry^ byr 
means, of thefe Loans. His own Lofs in-- 
deed was trifling ; for; the Stakes, of the.- 
Games were no higher than Crowns 5 and* 
betting, (as it is called) was that to which > 
Booth owed his Ruin. The GentlemeiiJ 
therefore, pretty^ well knowing. Bootb*Si 
CircumilanceS} and being kindly unwiU 
ling to win more of a Man than he was* 
worth, declined playing . any longer, nor. 
did Booth once afk them to perfift.; for. 
he was aihamed of the Debt which ha. 
had already contrafted to 7r^»/, and very; 
far from defiring to encreafe it. 

The.Q)mpany then feparated. . Thetwa 
Vidors.and Trent went off in their Chairs ta 
their feveral Houfes near Grofvenor-Square ^ 
and poor Booih^ in a melancholy Mood^. 
walk'd home to his Lodging^. He was. 

A indeed 
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indeed in fuch a Fit of Defpair, that it 
more than, once cacnc mxo bis^ Htad to, put 
zfi End ta his bifendslc Beings 

But befoul wc introduce him to Ameliay 
we niuft do her the Juftice to relate the 
mamtier in which Ihe fpent this unhap- 
py Evenu^ It wai about ievea when 
Booth left her to walk in the Pack : From 
this Time till paft Eight fhe was em- 
ployed ^th her Children, in playing with 
them, in giring them their Supper, and in 
putting them to Bed. 

When thefeOffices were performed, ihe 
employed herfelf another Hour in cooking 
up a little Supper for her Hufband, thi$^ 
being, as we have already obferved, hi$ 
favouri4!e Meal, as indeed it was hers; and 
in a mod pleafant and delightful Manner 
they generally paffed their Time at this 
Seafon, though their Fare was very feldom 
of the fumptuous Kind. 

It now grew dark, and her haflied Mut- 
ton was ready for the Table, but no Boctb 
appeared. Having waited therefore for him 
a full Hour, fhe gave him over for that E- 
vening •, nor was fhe much alarmed at his 
Abfence, as fhe knew he was in a Night 

or 
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or two to be at the Tavern wkh fome 
Brotder Oifikcrs^ She concluded dierefore 
tlmt they had met in the Piirk, and had 
agreed to fpend this Evening together. 

, At Ten then fkt fet down to Supper bf 
lierfelf ; for Mrs. Jlkin/lm was then abroad. 
And here we cannot help relating a little 
Incident, howiever trivial it may appear to^ 
feme. Having fat fome TJme s^one re- 
fle^ng on their diftrds'd ^tuatton, her 
Spirits grew very low ; and fhe was once 
or twice going to ring the Bell to fend her 
Maid for half a Pint of White-wine, but 
checked her Inclination in order to fave the 
little Sum of Sixpence ; which fhe did the 
more rcfohitely as flie had before refufed 
to gratify her Children with Tarts for their 
Supper worn the fame Motive. And thi* 
Sdf-denial fhe wa5 very probably praftifing 
to fave Sixpence, while her Huiband was 
paying a Drf>t of feveral Guineas incurred 
by the Ace of Trumps being in the Handt^ 
of his Adverfary. 

Inftead therefore of this Cordial fhe took 
up one of the excellent Farqubar*s Come- 
dies, and read it half through, when the 
Clock (biking Twelve, fhe retired to Bed, 
leaving the Maid to fit up for her MaA/^r. 

ihe 
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Sh^ would indeqd have much more wil- 
lingly have fat up herfelf •, but the DeliGacy; 
gf her own. Mind affured her that Booth, 
would not thank her for the. Compliment^ 
This is indeed a Method which fbme Wives 
take of upbraiding their Hufbands for ftay- 
ing abroad tillv too late an Hour, and o& 
engaging them^ thro^Tendernefs and Good» 
nature never, to enjoy the Company of their r 
Friends, too long, when they muft do this: 
at the Expence of their. Wives. Reft. . 

To Bed thealhe w^nt, but not to fleep*. 
Thrice indeed. ihe told the difmal Clock, v 
and as often heard the more difraal Watch- 
man, till . her miferable Huiband found his^ 
Way homey and flole filently, Jike a Thief,, 
to Bed to her \ at which Time pretending, 
then firft to awake Ihe threw her fnowy 
Arms around him ; though, perhaps, the. 
ipore witty Property of Snow, according to. 
Addifcuy \\\^x, is to fay, . its Coldnefs, rather, 
belonged to the poor Captain. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Read^ GameJIery and obferve. 

BOOTH could not fo well dilguifc the 
Agitations of his Mind from Amelia, 
but that (he perceived fufficient Symptoms 
to affure her that fome Misfortune had be-' 
fallen him. This made her in her Tuin fa 
uneafy, that Booth took Notice of it, and 
after Breakfaft faid» * Sure, my dear £- 

* mifyy fomething hath fallen out to vex 

* you/ 

AmeUa looking tenderly at him anfwered^ 

* Indeed, my Dear, you are in the right. 
' I am indeed extremely vexed/ ' For 

* Heaven's Sake/ faid he, ' what is it ?* 

* Nay, my Love/ cries £he, ' that you 

* muft anfwer yourfelf. Whatever it is 

* which hath given you all thatDifturbance 

* that you in vain endeavour to conceal 
^ from me, this it is which caufes all my 
t Affliftion.' 

* You giiefs truly, my Sweet/ replied 
Booth ; * I am indeed afflided, and I will 

* not, nay I cannot conceal the Truth from 

^ you. 1 have undone myfelf, ^^//ti.': - 

What 
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* What have you done, Child ?* faid fhe> 
in Ibme Copftcrnation, * pray tell me.* 

* I have loft my Money at Play,' an- 
fiffered he. 

* Pugh!* faid (he, recovering her fclf,— 
^ what fignifies the Trifle you had in your 
^ Pocket ? Rcfolve never to play again^ 

* and let it give you no further Vexation. 

* I warrant you we will contrive foaw 

* Method to> repair &ich a Lo&/ 

* Thou heavenly Angel, thou Comfort 

* of my Soul,* cried B^tb tenderly cm- 
bracing her — Then ftarting a. little front 
her Arms» and looking with eager Fond» 
ne6 in her Eyes, he faid,. * Let me forvey 
^ thee, are thou really human, or art thod 

* not rather an angel in a human Form i 

* II ii M Q , no^* cried he, flying again intd 

* her Arms, * thou art my, deart ft Wo^ 
f man, my befl, my beloved Wife** 

Jimelia having returned all his Carefles 

with equal Kindnefs told. him ike had 

tiettr eleven Giuneas in her Purfe, and aiked 

how much (he fhould fetch him. — * I would 

I not Advif(^ yout Bittfi^ to cany too much 

* in 
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* in your Pocket, for fear it Ihould be a 
^ Temptation to you toi iietum to Gaming, 
' in order to retrieve 'your paft Lo&s. 
' Let me beg you, en ^1 Accounts, nemer 
^ CO think more, if poflible, on the Trifle 
^ you hare loft, any more than if you had 
' never pofleiiEd it.* 

Booth promi&d her faithfully he never 
would, and- re&i&d to take any of the mo- 
Bey. He thtn hefitated a Moment--^and 
cried—* You fey, my Dear, you have ele- 

* ven Guineas $ you have a Diamond Ring 

* likewife, which was your Grandsiother's^ 
^ 1 believe that is wo9th twenty Pound ; 

* aod your owa and the Child^s Watch 

* iafc worth as much more/ 

♦ I bcliere they would felt for as much,* 
cried dmelia\ « for a Pawnbroker of Mrs; 

* jdtkmjm^s Acquaintance offered to lend 
< oie chirty-five Pounds upon them, when 

* you was in your laft Diftrefs.-^But why 

* are you compudilg their Value now i* 

* I was only confidering,^ anfwcred he, 

* how much we eould raife in any Cafe of 

* Exigency.' 

•I 
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* I have computed it myfelf/ faid (Re ; 
and I beli.eve all we have in the World, 
befides our bare neceffary Apparel, would 
produce about fixty Pounds : And fop- 
pofe, my Dear,' (aid fhe, ' while we 
have that little Sum, we fhould think of 
employing it fome Way or other to pro- 
cure fome flnall Subfiftence for ourfelves 
and our Family. As for your Depend- 
ance on the Colonel's. Friendfhip, it is 
all vain, I am afraid, and fallacious. 
Nor do I fee any Hopes you have from 
any other Quarter, of providing for 
yourfelf again in the Army. And though 
the Sum. which is now in our Power is 
very fmall 5 yet we may poffibly contrive 
with it to put ourfelves into fome mean 
Way of Livelihood. I have a He^trt,. 
my Bilfyj which is capabfe of undergo* 
ing any Thing for your Sake ; and I hope 
my Hands are as able to work, as thofe 
which have been more inured to it. But 
think, my Dear^ think what muft be 
our wretched Condition, when the very 
little we now have, is ail moulder'd away;,^ 
*^ as it will Jodn, be in this Town^! 

When poor Booth heard : this, , and : re- 
leftcd that the Tjme, which y4!»^^'<J.fcxrcfawr/ 



^ 
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was akcady arrived ffor that he had al- 
ready loft every Farthing they were worth) 
it touched him to the Quick ; he turned 
pale, gnaflied his Teeth, and cried out, 
^ Damnation ! this is too much to bear/ 

Amelia was thrown into the utmoft 
Confternation by this Behaviour, and with 
great Terror in her Countenance cried out, 

* Good Heavens, my dear Love, what is 

* the Reafon of this Agony ?' 

* Afk me no Qucftions,* cried he, * un- 

* lefs you would drive me to Madnefs.* 

* My BiUy^ my Love,' faid flie, * what 

* can be the Meaning of this ?-^I beg you 

* will deal openly with me, aiid tell me 

* all your <jrief&.^ 

* Have you dealt fairly with me, Ame^ 
^ iia r faid he. 

* yes fure'ly,' laid Ihe, ' Heaven is my 
^ Witnefs how fairly.* * 

* Nay, do hot call Heaven,' cried he, 
' to witnefs a Falfhood. You have not 
' dealt openly with me, Amelia. You have 
' concealed S.ecrcts from me i Secrets which 
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^ I ought to have known, and which if I 
^ had known, it had been better for m 

• both/ . 

^ You afloniih me, as much as yon 

• (hock me/ cried fhe, * What Falfliood, 

• what Trcadicry have I been guilty ok V 



c 



* You tell me,* laid he, ^ that I can 
have no Reliance on James^ why did yon 
not tell me fo before ?' 

* I call Heaven again,' faid (he, ^ to 
^ witnefs ; nay I ^speal to yourfetf for the 

* Truth of it ; I have often told you fo. 

* I have told you I didikoi the Man, not- 
^ witbftanding the many Favours he had 
f done you. I defired you not to have too 
« abfolute a Reliance upon him. I own I 

* had once an extreme good Opinion of 

* him, but I changed it, and I acquainted 

* you that I had fo— - 

< But not,' cries he, * wkh the Reafons 
^ why you had changed it,* 

* I was really afraid, my Dear,' faid fhe, 

* of going too far, I knew the Obligati- 
^ ons you had to him ; and if I fufpe6ted 

* that he afted rather &onai Vanity than 

* true Fricndfhip ^ Va- 
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• Vanity !* cries he, * take Care, Amtha^ 
^ you know his Motive to be much worfe 

* than Vanity — A Motive, which if he had 
^ piled Obligations on me 'till they had 

* reached the Skies, would tumble all down 
^ to Hell. It is in vain to conceal it Ion- 

* ger — I know all— your Confident hath 
^ told me all.' 

• Nay then,* cries (he, * on rny Kneos 
^ I entreat you to be pacified, and hear me 

* out. It was, my Dear, for you, my 

* dread of your jealous Honour, and the 
^ £ital Confequences/ 

• Is not Amelia then,' cried he, * equally 

* jealous of my Honour ! Would (he, 

* from a weak Tendernefs for my Perfon, 

* go privately about to betray, to under- 

* mine the mbft invaluable Trcafure of my 

* Soul ? Would (he have me pointed at as 

* the credulous Dupe, the ealy Fool, the 

* tame, the kind Cuckold of a Rafcal, 

* with whom I converfed as a Friend ?' 

• Indeed you injure me,* faid Amelia. 

* Heaven forbid I fhould have the Trial ; 
^ b\it I think I could facrifice all 1 hold 

* moft dear to pre&rve your Honour. I 

3 I think 
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' think I have (hewn I can. But I wii 

* when you are cool, I will — fatisfy yc 
^ have done nothing you ought to biar 

* I ana cool then,' cries he — * I will \ 
* . the greateft Coolnefs hear you. — But 

* not think, Amelia^ 1 have the leaft J 
•* loufy, the leaft Sufpicion, the leaft Do 

* of your Honour. It is your Want of C 

* fidence in me alone which I blame.* 

* When you are calm,' cried flie, 
^ will fpeak, and not befope.* 

He affured her he was calm ; and t 
Ihe faid — ' You have juftified my Cond 

* by your prefent Paflion, in conceal 

* from you my Sufpicions ; for they y^ 

* no more, nay it is poflible they were 

* juft : For fince the Do<5lor, in betray 

* the Secret to you, hath fo far falGfied 

* Opinion of him, why may I not be 

* well deceived in my Opinion of the < 

* lonel i fince it was only formed on fo 

* Particulars in his Behaviour, which I < 

* liked ? for upon my Honour he ne 

* fpoke a Word to me, nor hath been c 

* guilty of any direft Adlion which I co 

* blame/ She then went on, and rela 
moft of the Circumftances which Ihe J 

m 
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mentioned to the Dodor, omitting one or 
two of the ftrongeft, and giving fuch a 
Turn to the reft, that if Booth bad not had 
fome of Othello*s Blood in him, his Wife 
would have almofl: appeared a Prude in his 
Eyes. Even he, however, was pretty well 
pacified by this Narrative, and faid he was 
glad to find a Poflibility of the ColoneTs 
Innocence, but that he greatly commended 
the Prudence of his Wife, and only wifhed 
fhe would for the future make him her 
only Confident. 

Amelia upon that exprefled fome Bitter- 
nefs againft the Dodor for breaking his 
Truft, when Booth in his Excufe related all 
the Circumftances of the Letter, and plainly 
convinced her, that the Secret had dropt 
by mere Accident ifrom the Mouth of the 
Doftor, 

Thus the Hufband and Wife became 
again reconciled, and poor Amelia gene- 
roufly forgave a Paflion, of which the fa- 
gacipus Reader is better acquainted with 
the real Caufe, than was that unhappy Lady. 
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CHAP. VII. 

In which Booth receives a Vifit from Cap^ 

tain Trent. 

WHEN Booth grew perfeftlv cool, 
and began to reflect that ne had 
broken his Word to the Doftor, in having 
made the Difcovery to his Wife, which we 
have fecn ih the lau Chapter, that Thought 
gave him great Uneafinefs ; and now to 
comfort him. Captain Trent came to make 
him a Vifit. This was indeed almoft the 
laft Man in the World, whofe Company 
he wifhed for ; for he was the only Man he 
was afhamed to fee, for a Reafon well 
known to Gamefters; among whom the 
moft-difhonourable of all Things, is not 
to pay a Debt, contracted at the Gaming- 
Table, the next Day, or the next Time at 
leaft that you fee the Party. 

Booth made no Doubt, but that Trent 
was come on Purpofe to receive this Debt ; 
the latter had been therefore fcarce a Mi- 
nute in the Room, before Booth began, in 
an aukward Manner, to apol(%ize ; but 
Trent immediately ftopt his Mouth, and 
faid, ' I do not want the Money, Mr. 

3 • Booths 
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i&, and you may pay it me whenever 
are able •, and if you are never able, 
ure you I will never a(k you for it/ 

IS Gcnerofity raifed fuch a Tempeft of 
ude in Booth (if I may be allowed 
cpreffion) that the Tears burft from 
res, and it was fome Time before he 
find any Utterance for thofe Senti- • 
with wnich his Mind overflowed ; 
hen he began to exprefs his Thank- 
t, Trent immediately ftopt him, and 
i fudden Turn to their Difcourie. 

I. Trent had been to vifit Mrs. Booti 
t Mafquerade Evening, which Vifit 
3ootb had not yet returned. Indeed 
as only the fecond Day fince (he had 
sd it. Trent therefore now told his 
[, that he fliould take it extremely 
if he and his Lady would wave all 
lony, and fup at their Houfe the next 
ig. Booth hefiuted a Moment — but 
tly faid, ' I am pretty certain my 
e is not engaged, and I will undertake 
ler. I am fure fhe will not refufe 
Thing Mr. Trent can afk.' And 
fter "Trent took Booth with him to 
n the Park. 

E 2 There 
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There were few greater Lovers of a 
Bottle than. Trent \ he foon propofed there- 
fore to adjourn to the King^s -^rwj Tavern, 
where Booths though much againft his In- 
clination, accompanied him. But Trent 
was very importunate, and Booth did not 
think himfelf at Liberty to refufe fuch a 
Requeft to a Man, from whom he had fo 
lately received fuch Obligations* 

When they came to the Tavern, how- 
ever, Booth recollefted the Omiflion he had 
been guilty of the Night before. He wrote a 
Ihort Note therefore to hisWife, acquainting 
her that he fhould not come home to Supper ; 
but comforted her with a faithful Promife 
that he would on no Account engage him- 
felf in Gaming, 

The firft Bottle paft in ordinary Con- 
verfation ; but when they had tapped the 
fecond. Booths on fome Hints which Trent 
gave him, very fairly laid open to him 
his whole Circumftances, and declared he 
almoft defpaired of mending them, * My 
^ chief Relief,' faid he, ' was in the Intereft 
^ of Colonel James \ but I have given up 
f liiofe Hopes.* 

^ Aod 
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* And very wirdy too,' faid Trent: • t 
fay nothing of the Colonel's good Will. 
Very likely he may be your fincere 
Friend ; but I do not believe he hath the 
Intereft ' he pretends to. He hath had 
too many Favours in his own Family, to 
afk any more yet a while. But I am 
miftaken, if you have not a much more 
powerful Friend than the Colonel ; one 
who is both able and willing to ferve you, 
I dined at his Table within thefe two 
Days, and I never heard kinder nor 
warmer Expreflions from the Mouth of 
Man, than he made ufc of towards you. 
I make no Doubt you know whom I 
mean.* 



• Upon my Honour I do not,* anfwered 
Bdotb ; * nor did I guefs that I had fuch a 

* Friend in the World as you mention.* 

• I am glad then,' cries Trerjt^ * that I 

* have the Pleafure of informing you of it.* 
He then named the noble Peer, who hath 
been already fo often mentioned in this 
Hiftory. 

Boolb turned pale and ftarted at hi§ 
Name. ' I forgive you, my dear Trent^* 

E 3 erics 
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cries Booths * for mentioning his Name to 
^ me, as you are a Stranger to what hath 

* paft between us/ 

* Nay, I know nothing that hath paft 

* b^twefen you,' anfwered Trenf. * I a,m. 

* fure if there is any Quarrel between you 

* of two Days ftanding, all is forgiven oa 

* his Part/ 

* D — -n his Forgivenefs,* iaid BooSb. 

* Perhaps I ought to blufti at what I have 

* forgiven.* 

^ You furprife me,' cries Trenf. * Pray 

* what can be the Matter ?' 

* Indeed, my dear Trent^ cries Booth 
very gravely, * he would have injured me 

* in the tendereft Part. I know not how 

* to tell it you ; but he would have dif- 

* honoured me with my Wife.' 

* Sure you are not in Earneft,* anfwere4 
^rent ; ' but if you are, you will pardon 

* me for thinking that impoflible/ 

* Indeed,* cries Booths * I have fo good 

* an Opinion of my Wife, as to believe it 
f impoiUble for him to fucceed ^ but that 

* he 
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* he fhould intend me the Favour you will 

* not, I believe, think an Impoifibility.* 

* Faith! not in the lcaft,*^faid 3r^»/: 

* Mrs. Booth is a very fine Woman ; and 

* if I had the Honour to be her Hufband, 

* I fhould not be angry with any Man for 

* liking her.' 

* But you would be angry,' faid Booths 
' with a Man, who Ihould make ufe of 

* Stratagems and Contrivances to feduce 

* her Virtue ; efpecially if he did this un- 

* der the Colour of entertaining the higheft 

* Friendftiip for yourfclf.* 
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* Not at all,' cries ?rtf«/, vltisH.n 

man Nature.' 

• Perhaps it is,' cries Booth \ * but ft 
is Human Nature depraved, ftript of all 
its Worth, and Lovelinefs and Dignity, 
and degraded down to a Level with the 
vileft Brutes.' 

' Look ye, Booths cries ^rmt^ « I would 
not be mifunderftood. I think, when I 
an>. talking to you, I talk to a Man of 
Senfe, and to an Inhabitant of this Coun^ 
try ; not to one who dwells in a Land 

E 4 ' of 
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of Saints. If you have really fuch an 
Opinion as you exprefs of this noble 
Lord, you have the fineft Opportunity 
of making a complete Fool and Bubble 
of him that any Man can defire, and of 
making your own Fortune at the fame 
Time. I do not fay that your Sufpicions 
are groundlefs ; for of all Men upon 
Earth I know, my Lord is the greateft 
Bubble to Women, though I believe he 
hath had very few. And this I am con- 
fident of, that he hath not the leaft 
Jealoufy of thefe Sufpicions. Now, there- 
fore, if you will aft the Part of a wife 
Man, I will undertake that you (hall 
make your Fortune without the leaft In- 
jury to the Chaftity of Mrs. Booth* 

* I do not underftand you, Sir,' faid 
Bcotb. 

• 

* Nay,' cries Trent^ • if you will not 

* underftand me I have done. I meant 

• only your Service ; and I thought I had 

• known you better.' 

Booth begged him to explain himfelf. * If 

* you can, faid he, fliew me any Way to im- 

• prove fuch Circumftances as i have opened 

* to you, you may depend on it I ftiall rea- 
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* dily embrace it, and own my Obligatir^ 

* ons to you.* 

* That is fpoken like a Man/ cries 
Trent. « Why what is it more than this ? 

Carry your Sufpicions in your own Bo- 
fom. Let Mrs. Bootb^ in whofe Virtue 
I am fure you may be juftly confident, 
go to the public Places ; there let her 
treat my L>ord with common Civility 
only ; I am fure he will bite. And thus 
without fufFering him to gain his Pur- 
pofe, you will gain yours. I know fe- 
veral who have fucceeded with him in 
this Manner.' 

* I am very forry. Sir,' cries Booths 
that you are acquainted with any fuch 
Rafcals. I do afllire you, rather than I 
would aft fuch a Part I would fubmit td 
the hardeft Sentence that Fortune could^ 
pronounce againft me/ 

* Do as you pleafc. Sir,' faid Trent ; * I 
have .only ventured to advife you as a 
Friend. But do you not think your 

! Nicety is a little over fcrupulous ?' 

* You will excufe me. Sir,' faid Boaih ^ 
^ bat 1 think no Man can be too fcru- 

E 5 * pulous 
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• pulous in Points which concern his Ho- 

* nour.* 

* I know'Wny Men of very nice Hk>- 

• nour/ anfwered ^rent^ * who have gone 

* much farther ; and no Man, I am fure^ 

* had ever a better Excufe for it than your- 

• felf. — ^You will forgive me, Boaiby fincc 

* what I fpeak proceeds from my Love ta 

• you ; nay, indeed, by mentioning your 

• Affairs to me, which I am heartily forry 

* for, you have given me a Right to fpeak * 

• You know bell what Friends you have 

* to depend upon ; but if you have no 

* other Pretenfions than your Merit, \ 

• can affure you, you would fail if it 

• was poffible you could have ten Times 

* more Merit than you have. And if you 
« love your Wife, as I am convinced you 
« do, what mud be your Condition, in 
J feeing her want the Neccikrics of Life ?* 

• I know my Condition is very hard^* 
cries Booth •, • but I have one Comfort in 

it, which 1 will never part with, and tha& 
is Innocence. As to the mere Neceflaries 
of Life, however, it is pretty difficult to 
deprive us of them % this I am fure of, 
M> OM can want them long/ 

J Upon 
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* Upon my Word, Sir/ cries Trent^ 

* I did not know you had been fo great a 

* Philofopher ; but believe m^, thefe Mat- 

* ters look much lefs terrible at a Diftance, 
' than when they are aftually prelent. You 

* will then find, I am afraid, that Honour 
' hath no more Skill in Cookery, than 

* Sbakefpeare tells us it hath in Surgery. — 

* D n me if I don't wifli his Lord (hip 

* loved my Wife as well as he doth yours, 

* I promife you I would truft her Virtue ; 

* and if he Ihould get the better of it, I 

* fhould have People of Fafliion enough 
' to keep me in Countenance.* 

Their fecond Bottle being nowalmoft out, 
Bootb^ without making any Anfwer, called 
for a Bill, ^rent preft very much the 
drinking another Bottle ; but Booth abfo- 
lutely refufed, and prefently afterwards they 
parted, not extremely well fatisfied with 
each other. /They appeared indeed one to 
the other in difadvantageous Lights of a very 
different kind, ^rent concluded Booth to 
be a very filly Fellow ; and Booth began 
to fufpedt that Trent was very little better 
than a Scoundrel. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Contains a Letter and other Matters. 



WE will now return to Amelia^ to 
whom immediately upon her Huf- 
band's Departure to walk with Mr. Trent^ 
a Porter brought the following Letter, 
which (he immediately opened and read. 



' Madam, 

• The quick Difpatch which I have " 
given to your firft Commands will, I 
hope, afllire you of the Diligence with 
which I fhall always obey every Com- 
mand that you are pleafed to honour 
me with. I have indeed in this trifling 
Affair, afted as if my Life itfelf had 
been at Stake, nay, I know not but it 
may be fo : for this infignificant Matter 
you was pleafed to tell me would oblige 
ihe charming Perfon in whofe Power is 
not only my Happinefs ; but as I am 
well perfuaded my Life too. Let me 
reap therefore fome little Advantage 

♦in 



\ 
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in your Eyes as you have in mine from 
this trifling Occalion : for if any Thing 
could add to the Charms of which you 
are Miftrefs; it would be perhaps that 
amiable Zeal with which you maintain 
the Caufe of your Friend, I hope in- 
deed (he will be my Friend and Ad- 
vocate with the moft lovely of her Sex, 
as I think fhe hath Reafon, and as you 
was pleafed to infinuate (he had been : 
Let roe befeech you. Madam, let not 
that dear Heart whofe Tenderrlefs is fo 
inclined to compaflionate the Miferics of 
others, be hardened only againft the 
Sufierings which itfelf occafions. Let 
not that Man alone have Reafon to think 
you cruel, who of all others would do the 
moft to procure your Kindnefs. How 
often have I lived over in my Refleftions, 
in my Dreams thofe two fhort Minutes 
we were together ? but alas ! how faint are 
thefe Mimickries of the Imagination! 
What would I not give to purchafe the 
Reality of fuch another Blefling ! This, 
Madam, is in your Power to beftow 
on the Man who bath no Wifb, no Will, 
no Fortune, no Heart, no Life, but 
what are at your Difpofa.l. Grant me 
only the Favour to be at Lady -*s 

Affcmbly.— — You can have nothing 

•to 
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to fear from in^u^ging me with a Mo- 
ment's Sight, a Moment's Converfation. 
I will alk no more. I know your De- 
licacy, and bad rather die than offend 
it. Could I have feen you fometimes, 
I believe the Fear of offending you 
would have kept my Love for ever 
buried in my own Bofoms but to be 
totally excluded even from the Sight 
of what my Soul doats on is what I 
cannot bear. It is that alone which 
hath extorted the fatal Secret from me; 
Let that obtain your Forgivenels for 
me. I need not fign this Letter, other- 
wife than with that Impreffion of my 
Heart which I hope it bears ; and to 
conclude it in any Form, no Language 
hath Words of Devotion ftrong enough 
to tell you with what Truth, what 
Anguilh, what Zeal, what Adoration 
f I love you. 

Anelia had juft Strength to hold out to 
the End, when her Trembling grew fo 
violent, that (he dropt the Letter, and 
had probably dropt herfclf, had not Mrs. 
^kin/on come timely in to fupport her. 

* Good Heavens ! cries Mrs. Atkinfon^ 
\ What is the Matter with you, Madam ? 

' I 
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* I know not what- is the Matter, cries 
« Amelia ; but I have received a Letter at 
^ iafl: from that infamous ColooeL 

* You will take my Opinion again thcn^ 

* I hope. Madam, cries Mrs. Atkinfoni, 
^ But don't be fo aSe^led ; the Letter 

* cannot eat you^ or run away with you. 
' —Here it lies,. I fee, will you give 
^ me Leave to read it ? 

^ Read it with all my Hearty cries 

* Amelia^ and give me your Advice how 
^ to ad ; for I am almpn: diflra&ed. 

* Hey day !* fays Mrs. Atkinfon^^ here is a 

* Piece of Parchment too ■ What is 

* that ?* In Truth this Parchment had 
dropt from the Letter when Amelia firft 
opened it» but her Attention was fo fixed 
by the Contents of the Letter itfelf that 
fhe had never read the other. Mrs. A^kin^ 
fm had now opened the Parchment firft, and 
after a Moment's Perufal, the Fire flalh'd 
from her Eyes, and the Blood fiufh'd into 
her Cheeks, and fhe cried out in a Rap- 
ture, ^ It is a Commiflion for my Huf- 
^ band ; upon my Soul it is a Commif-- 
I fion for my Hufband ^' and at the fam« 

Time 
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Timje began to jump about the Room in 
ft Kind of frantic Fit of Joy* 

* What cah be the Meaning of all this ?' 
cries Amelia^ under the higheft Degree of 
Aftonifhmcnt. 

* Do not I tell you, my dear Madam, 

* cried fhe, that it is a Commiflion for 

* my Hufband, and can you wonder at 

* my being overjoyed at what I know 

* will make him fo hagpy. And now 

* it is- all out. The Letter is not from 

* the Colonel, but from that noble Lord 

* of whom I have told you fo muck But 

* indeed, Madam, I have fome Pardons 

* to afk of you. However I know 

* your Goodnefs, and I will tell you all. 

* You are to know then, Madam, that 

* I had not been in the Opera Houfe fix 

* Minutes before a Mafque came up> and 

* taking me by the Hand led me afide. 

* I gave the Mafque my Hand, and feeing 

* a Lady at that Time lay hold on Capt. 

* Booth, I took that Opportunity of flip- 

* ping away from him ; for tho' by the 

* Help of the fqueaking Voice, and by 

* attempting to mimic yours, I had pretty 

* well difguifcd my own, I was ftill afraid, 

' if 
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* if I had much Converfation with your 

* Hufband, he would difcover me. I 

* walked therefore away with this Mafque, 

* to the upper End or the faftheft Room 

* where we fat down in a Corner together. 

* He prefently difcover'd to me that he 

* took me for you ; and I foon after found 

* out who he was -, indeed, fo far from 

* attempting to difguife himfelf, he fpoke 

* in his own Voice, and in his own Per- 

* fon. He now began to make verv vio- 
« lent Love to me, but it was ratner in 
^ the Stile of a great Man of the prefent 
^ Age, than of an Arcadian Swam. In 

* fhort, he laid his whole Fortune at my 

* Feet, and bade me make whatever Terms 

* I pleafed, either for my felf or for others. 

* By others I fuppofe he meant your 

* Hufband. This however put a Thought 

* into my Head, of turning the prefent 

* Occalion to Advantage. I told him, 

* there were two Kinds of Perfons, the 

* Fallacioufnefs of whofe Promifes had 

* become proverbial in the World. 

* Thefe were Lovers and great Men. 

* What Reliance then could I have 

* on the Promife of one who united in 

* himfelf both thofe Charaftersv That 
^ I had feen a melancholy Inftance in a 

* very worthy Woman of my Acquain** 

* unce* 
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^ tance, (meaning myfelf. Madam) of his * 
Want of Generofity. I faid I knew the 
Obligations that he had to this Woman, 
and the Injuries he had done her, all 
which I was convinced fhe forgave : for 
that fhe had faid the handfomeft Things 
in the World of him to me. He an- 
fwer'd that he thought he had not been 
deficient in Generofity to this Lady, 
(for I explained to him whom I meant) 
but that indeed if fhe had fpoke well 
of him to me, (meting yourfelr. Madam) 
he would not fail to reward. her for fuch 
an Obligation. I then told him, fhe 
had married a very deferving Man, who 
had ferved long in the Army abroad as 
a private Man, and who wa^ a Serjeant 
in the Guards, that I knew it was fo 
very eafy for him to get him a Commif- 
fion, that I fhould not think he had 
any Honour or Goodnefs in the Worlds 
if he neglefted it. I declared this Step 
mufl: be a Preliminary to any good Opi- 
nion he muft ever hope for of mine* 
I then profefTed the greatefl Friendlhip 
to that Lady (in which I am convinced 
you will think me ferious) and afliired 
him hje would give me one of the high- 
eft Pleafures, in letting me be the In- 
ftrumcnt of doing her fuch a Service. 

*Hc 
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tie protnifed me in a Moment to do 
what you fee. Madam, he hath fince 
done. And to you I (hall always think 
myfelf indebted for it.* 

* I know not how you are indebted to 
me, cries Amelia. Indeed, I am very 
glad of any good Fortune that can at- 
tend poor Atkinfon\ but I wifh it had been 
obtain'd fome other Way. Good Heavens ! 
what muft be the Confequence of this ? 
Whatmuft this Lord think of me, for lift- 
ning to his Mention of Love, nay, for mak- 
ing any Terms with him ? For what muft 
he fuppofe thofe Terms mean ? Indeed, 
Mrs. Atkinfon^ you carried it a great deal 
too far. No Wonder he had the Aflu- 
ranee to write to me in the Manner he 
hath done. It is too plain what he con- 
ceives of me, and who knows what he 
may fay ta others. You may have blowa 
up nvy Reputation by your Behaviour.* 

* How is that poffible, anfwer'd Mrs. 

* Aikinfon ? Is it not in my Power to clear 

* up aU Matters ? If you will but give 

* me Leave to make an Appointment 

* in your Name, I will meet him myfelf* 
/ and declare the whole Secret to him. 
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* I will confent to no fuch Appoint- 

* ment,' cries Amelia^ • I am heartily forry 

* I ever confented to pradife any Deceit. 

* I plainly fee the Truth of what Dr. Har- 

* rifon hath often told me, that if one fteps 

* ever fo little out of the Ways of Virtue 

* and Innocence, we know not how we 

* may Aide ; for all the Ways of Vice arc 

* a flippery Defcent. 



c 



* That Sentiment/ cries Mrs. Jikinfin^ 
is much older than Dr. Harrifon. Omm 
Vitium in procUvi eft. 



€ 

I. 



* However new or old it is, I find it is 
• true,* cries Amelia. — • But pray, tell me 
f all, though I tremble to hear it. 

* Indeed, my dear Friend, faid Mrs. ^Z- 
hnfofiy ' you are terrified at nothin g 

^ Indeed, indeed, you are too great, a 
Prude. 

* I do not knpw what you mean by 
Prudery,' anfvrtred Amelia. * I fhall ne- 
ver be afliamed of the ftridteft Regard 
to Decency, to Reputation, and to that 
Honour in which the deareft of all hu- 
man Creatures hath his Share. But pray 

give me the Letter, there is an Ex- 

* preflion 



c 
ft 
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* preflion in it which alarmed me when I 

read it. ^Pray what doth he mean by 

his two £hort Minutes, and by purchafing 

* the Reality of fuch another Blefling ? 

* Indeed I know not what he means by 

* two Minutes/ cries Mrs. Atkinfon^ * un- 

* lefs he calls two Hours fo ; for we were 

* not together much lefs.— And as for 
' any Bleffing he had I am a Stranger 

* to it. Sure I hope you have a better 

* Opmion of me than to think I granted 

* him the laft Favour. . 



( 



• I don't know what Favours you 
grafted him. Madam,* anfwer* d yimelia 

peeviftily -, * but I am forry you granted^ 
' him any in my Name. 

* Upon my Word/ cries Mrs. Aikinfort^ 

* yop ufe me unkindly — and it is a Ufage 

* I did not expeft at your Hands ; nor do 

* I know that I have dcferved it. I am 

* fure I went to the Mafquerade with no 

* other View than to oblige you ; nor did 

* I fay or do any thing there which any 

* Woman, who is not the moft confounded 

* Prude upon Earth, would have ftarted at 
*• on a much lefs Occafion than what in- 

* dpced me. Well, I declare upon my 

^ Soul 
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^ Soul then that if I was a Man, rather than 

* be married to a Woman who makes (uch 

* a Fufs with her Virtue, I would wilh my 

* Wife was' without fuch a troublefome 

* Companion. 

* Verv poffibly. Madam, thefe may be 
« your Sentiments,* cries Amelia^ ' and I 
^ hope they are the Sentiments of your 

* Hufband. 

* I defire. Madam, cries Mrs. Aikinfcn^ 
^ you would not refledt on my Hufband. 
^ He is as worthy a Man, and as brave a 

* Man as yours *, yes. Madam, and he is 
^ now as mueh a Captain.' 

She fpoke thofe Words with fo loud a 
Voice, that Atkinfon^ who was accidentally 
^oing up Suirs heard them, and being 
lurprifed at the angry Tone of his Wife's 
Voice, he entered the Room, and with a 
Look of much Aftonifhment, begged to 
know what was the Matter. 

* The Matter, my Dear,* cries Mrs. At- 
kinhfty * is, that I have got a Commiffion 

* tor you, and your good old Friend here 

* is angry with me for getting it. ^ 

I have 
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• I have not Spines enow,* cries jfmeiia^ 
« to anfwer you as you deferve, and if I 

* had you are below my Anger. 

• I do not know, Mrs. Booibj* anfwered 
the other, « whence this great Superiority 

* over me is derived j but if your Virtue 

* gives it you I would have you to know, 

* Madam, that I defpife a Prude, as much 

* as you can do a ' ■ ■ 

• Though you have feveral times,* cries 

* Amelia^ infuhed me with that Word, I 
^ fcorn to give you any ill Language in Ke* 

* turn. If you deferve any bad Appellati- 

* on, you know it without my telling it you. 

Poor Atkinfon^ who was more frightned 
than he had ever been in his Life, did all 
he could to procure Peace. He fell upon 
his Knees to his Wife, and begged her to 
compofe herfelfi for indeed me feemed 
to be in a moft turious Rage. 

While he was in this Pofture, Booib^ who 
had knocked fo gently at the Door, for 
fear of difturbing his Wife, that he had 
not been heard in the Temped, came into 
the Room. The Moment Amelia faw him, 
the Tears which had been gathering for 

fome 
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fome time, burft in a Torrent from her 
Eyes, which however Ihe endeavoured to 
conceal with her Handkerchief. The Entry 
oi Booth tum'd all in an Inftant into a filent 
Pifture ; in which the firft Figure which 
ftruck the Eyes of the Captain was the 
Serjeant on his Knees to his Wife. 

, Booth immediately cried * What's 

* the Meaning of this ?* — — but received 
no Anfwer. He then call his Eyes towards 
Amelia^ and plainly difcerning her Con- 
id itipn, he ran to her, and in a very tender 
Phrafe begged to know what was the mat- 
ter. To which Ihe anfwered — ' Nothing, 
.• my Dear, nothing of any Confequence. 

* He replied ■ — that he would know, and 

* then turned to Atkinfon^ and afked the 
f fame Queftion. 

Aildnfon anfwered, * Upon my Honour, 

* Sir, I know nothing of it ~- Something 

* hath paffed between Madam and my 

* Wife, but what it is I know no more 
? than your Honour. 



c 
c 



* Your Wife,' faid Mrs. Atkinfon^ * hath 
ufed me cruelly ill, Mr. Booth. If you 
mud be f^tisfied, that is the whole 

Matter. 

i Booth 
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Boub rapt out a great Oath« and cried 
< It is impoflibley my Wife is not capafade 

* of ufing any pnc ill. 

I 

jtmeBs then caft herfelf upon her Knees 
to her Hufband, and cried, ^ For Hea« 

* ven'a Sake, do not throw yourfelf into a 

* Paflion — Some few Words have p^— 

* Perhaps I may be in the wrong. 

* Damnation feize me if I think fo/ cries 
Mnih. ^ And I wiih whoever hath drawn 

* thefe Tears from your Eyes, may pay it 

* with as many Drops of their JEJeart's Blood. 

^ You fee, Madam,' cries Mrs. AikinfoHy 

* you have your Bully to take your part ; 

* to I fuppofe you will ufe your Triumph. 

Amelia made no Anfwer, but ftill kept 
hold of Booths who» in a violent Rage, cried 
out, 'My Amelia triumph over fuch a 

* Wretch as thee ! — What can lead thy 

* Infolence to fuch Prefumption ? Serjeant, I 
' defire you'll take that A4onfter out of the 

* Room, or I cannot anfwer for myfelf.* 

« 
The Serjeant was beginning to beg his 

Wife to retire, (for he perceived very 

plainly, that fhe had, as the Phrafe is, 

Vo L, IV. F taken 
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taken a Sip too much that Evening,) when, 
with a Rage little fliort of Madnels, fhe' 
cried out,—* And do you tamely fee me in* 

* fulted in fuch a manner, now that you are a 
^ Gentleman and upon a Footing with him i 

* It i$ lucky for us all, perhaps,' anfwer'd 
B^ih^ ^ that he is not my Equal. 

* You He, Sirrah, faid Mrs. Atkinfin^ 
^ he is every way your EauaU he is as good 
^ a Gentleman as yourfelt, and as much an 

* Officer. No, I deny what you fay — 

* he hath not the Spirit of a Gentleman, ' 

* nor of a Man neither — or he would not 
^ bear to fee his Wife infulted. 

* Let me beg of you, my Dear,' cries 
the Serjeant ^ to go with me and compofe 

* yourlelK 

* Go with thee, thou Wretch,'— —cries 
/lie, looking with the utmoft Diiiiiiain upon 
him, ' ■■ * no, nor ever fpeiak to tbec 

* more' ■ At which Words (he burft 

* out of the Room $ and the Serjeant, witbr 

* out faying a Word, followed her. 

A very tender and pathetic Scene now 
paflcd between Booth and his Wife, in 

Z whichy 
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which, when (he was a little compofed, 
Ihe related to him the whole Story. For 
befides that it was not poiTible for her 
otherwife to account for the Qi^arrel which 
he had feen. Booth was now pdOfeiled of the 
Letter chat ky on the Floor. 

Amelm having emptied her Mind to her 
Hulband, and obtained his faithful Pro* 
mife that he would not refent the Affair to 
my Lord, was pretty well compofed, and 
began to relent a little towards Mrs. At* 
kinfon ; but Booth was fo highly incenfed,* 
with her, that he declared he would leave 
her Houfe the next Morning ; which they 
both accordingly did, and, with the Aflift- 
ance of his old Friends at the Regifter-. 
Office, immediately accommodated them- 
fclves with convenient Apartments within a 
few Doors of their Friend the Doftor. 

CHAP. IX. 

Ontainif^/ome Things worthy Obfervation. 

NOtwithftanding the Exchange of his 
L^xlgings, Booth did not forget to 
fend an Excufc to Mr. 2r^/, of whofe 
€onverfation he had taken a full Surfeit 
the preceding Evening. 

^ F 2 That 
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• 

That Day in his Walks Boolb met with 
an old Brother-Officer, who had ferved 
with him ajt GibraUerj and was on Half- 
pay as well as himielf. He bad npt indeed 
had the Fortune of being broke as well 
as Booth ; but had gone out, as they call 
it, on Half-pay as a Lieutenant, a Rank 
to which he had riien in five and thirty 
Years. 

This honeft Gentleman, after fome Dii^ 
eourfe with Bootb^ defir'd him to lend him 
half a Crown ; which he aflured him he 
would faithfully pay the next Day, when 
he was to receive fome Money for his 
Sifter. This Sifter was the Widow of an 
Officer that had been killed in the Sea Ser- 
vice ; and fhe and her Brother lived toge- 
ther, on their jotnt Stock, out of w.hich 
they maintained likewife an old Mother, 
and two of the Sifter's Children, the eldeft 
of which was about nine Years old. * You 

* inuft know,' faid the old Lieutenant, * I 

* have been difappointed this Morning 
^ by an old Scoundrel, who wanted fifteen 
^ per Cent, for advancing my Sifter's Pcn- 
^ fion ; but I have now got an honeft 
^ Fellow, who hath promifed it me To- 

* morrow, at ten per Cent* 

3 * And 
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^ And enough too of all Confcience,* 
cries Boclb. 

• Why indeed, I think fo too,* anfwer'd 
the other, ^ confidering it is fure to be paid 

* one Time or other. To fay the Truth, 

* it is a little hard the Government doth 

* not pay thofe Penfions better 5 for my 
^ Siftier's hath been due almoft tbefe two 

* Years -, that is my Way of thinking. 

S^fb anfwered he was afhamed to re- 
fiife him fuch a Sum; but/ Upon my 

* Soul,' faid he, ^ I have not a Tingle Halr- 

* penny in my Pocket i for I am in a worfe 

* Condition if poffible than yourfelf ; for I 

* have toft all my Money, and what is 

* Worfe, I owe Mr. SVjp/r/, whom you re- 
^ mfelhb^ at (Siir^Usr^ ^oi. 

• 

• Remember him ! yes, d n him, I 
^ remember iiim very weH/ cries the old 
<jentleman, • though he will not remem- 
^ ber me. He is grown fo great now^ that 
•* be will not fpe^ to his old Acquaint- 
^ ance ; and yet I fhould- be afliamed of 

* myfclf to be great in fuch a Manner. 

• What Manner do you mean?* cries 

* Boaib a little eagerly. . , . 

F 3 t ^by 
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• Why by pimping,' anfwered the other^ 

* He is Pimp in ordinary to my Lord 

* who keeps his Family ; or how the Devil 

* he lives eUe I don't know ;; for his Place 

* is not worth 300 /. a Year, and he and 

* his Wife fpend a Thoufand at lead. But 

* fke keeps an Aflembiy, which, I believe, 
' if you was to call a Bawdy-Houfe> you 

* would not mifs-name it. But d — n me 
> if I had not rather be an honeft Man, 
^ and walk on Foot, with Holes in my 
■ Shoes, as I do now, or go without a Din- 
^ ner, as I and all my Family will to Day, 
^ than ride in a Chariot j and feaft bv fudi 
^ Meanr. I am honeft Boi Bow$a^ and 
^ always will be ; that's my Way of think- 
^ ing; and there's no Man ^m coH me 
^ otberwife ; for if he doth, I will knock 
' him down for a lying Rafcal i that is 
; my Way of thinking. 

• And a very good Way of thinking 
too,* cries Booth. * However you fliall 
' hot want a Dinner to Day ; for if you 

* will go home with me, I will lead you 
^ a Crown with all my Heart. 

« Lookee,' faid the old Man, • if it be 
< any wife inconvenient to you, I will not 

* have it ; for I will never rob another 



c 
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* Man of his Dinner, to eat myfd f" 

* that is my Way of thinking. 

• Pooh,* faid Baoik^ • never mention 

* fuch a Trifle twice between you and me. 

* Befides you fay you can pay it me To- 

* morrow ^ and I promife you that will be 

* the fame Thing. 

They then walked together to BootV% 
Lodgings, where Booths from yitnelia*s Poc- 
ket, gave his Friend double the little Sum 
he had aiked. Upon which the old Gen* 
.tleman (hook him heartily by the Hand, 
' and repeating his Intention of paying him 
the next Diay, made the beft of his Way to 
a Butcher's, whence he carried off a L^ 
of Mutton to a Family that had lately 
kept Lent without any religious Merit. 

When he was gone, Amelia aflced her 
.Hufband who that old Gentleman was. 
Booth anfwered. He was one of the Scan- 
dak of his Country. That the Duke of Mati^ 
borough had about thirty Years before made 
Um an Enfign from a private Man, for veiy 
particular Merit, and that he had not long 
. fince gone out of the Army with a brokeo 
Heart, upon having feverai Boys put over 
kis Head. He then gave her an Account 

F 4 of 
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of his Family, which he had heard from 
the old Gentleman in their Way to his 
Houfe, and with which we have already 
in a concife Manner acquainted the Reader. 

* Good Heavens J * cries Amelia^ * what 
^ are our great Men made of ! Are they 
\ in Reality a diftind Species from the reft 

* of Mankind ? Are they born without 

* Hearts ? 

* One would indeed fometimes,' cries 
BoQtb^ ^ be inclined to. think fo» In troth 

* they have no perfcdi: Idea^f * thofe com- 
^ mon Diftrefles of Mankind which are 
^ far removed from their own Sphere. 
^ Companion, if thoroughly examined, 

* will, I believe, appear to be the Fe^low- 

* feeling only of Men of the fame Rank 

* and Degree of Life for one another, on 

* account of the Evils to which they them- 
^ ielves are liable. Our Senfations are, I 
^ am afraid, very cold towards thofe who 
^ are at a great Diftancei from us, and 
^ whofe Calamities can confequently never 
^ reach us. 

* I remember,' cries Atnelia^ • a Senti- 

* ment of Dr. HarrifotC^j which he told 
^ me was in fome Latin Book \ I am a 

* Man 



"^ 
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* Man fffffelfj and my Heart is Interefted in 
^ wboievtr tan hifiU the re/t of Maniiftd. 

* That is the Sentiment of a good Man^ 

* and whoever chinks otherwile is a ba4 

* one. 

^ I have often told you, my dear Emify^ 

* cries Bwtb^ « that all Mbn^ as well the 

* beft as the worft, ad alike froni the 

* Principle of Self-Love. Where JBene- 

* voknc^ therefore .is the uppernioft Paf* 
' fion, Self-Love dire£ts you to gratify it 

* by doing g6od, and by relteyjng the 

* EHftH^fies of others ; for they are the;} 

* in Realty your own. . But where Ambi- 

* tion. Avarice, Pride, or anyj t)t:h€r Pafr 

* fioji governs tUe. Man, and keeps hif 

* Benevolence down, the Miferics of, ^ 

* other Men afFeft him no riiore than they 

* would a Stock or a Stone. And thus 
' the Man and his StatUe have often the 

* fame Degre^ ef Fueling or CompafTion. 

* I have of&n ^iflied, my dear,* cries 
Amelia^ • to heari7ou converfe with Dn 

* Harrifon on this Subjeft -, for I am fure 

* he would convince you, though I can*t, 

* that there are really fuch Things as Reli- 
*.gion.and Virtue.* 

F n This 
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' Tins was not the firft Hint of this Kind 
which iiW//Vi had given; for Ihe fome- 
dmes apprehended from his Dtfiroorfe that 
he was little better than an Atheift. A 
Confideration which did not diminiih her 
AflTeAion for him ; but gave her great Un- 
eafinefs. On all fuch Occafiona Bcoib imme* 
diately turned the Dilcoorfe to fome other 
Subjed ; for tho* he had in other Pcnnts a 
great Opinion of bis Wife's Capacity s yet as 
ii Divine or a PhUofopher he did not hold 
her in a very refbeoable Light, nor did 
he lay anv great Strels on her Sentiments 
in fuch Matters. He now therefore gave 
a fpeedy Turn to the Converfation, and 
began to talk of Affairs below the Digptty 
«f this Hiftory. 




AMELIA. 
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BOOK XI, 



CHAP. I. 

Captaining a very polite Scene. 

WE will now look back to fome 
PerfonageS) who, though not 
the principal Chara&ers in this 
Hiflory, have yet made too confiderable a 
Figure in it to be abruptly dropt. And 
thefe are Colpnel Jafnes and his Lady. 

This fond Couple never met till Din- 
ner the Day after the Maiquerade, when 
they happened to be alone together in an 
Antichamber before the Arrival of the reft 
of the Company. 
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Hie Converfation began with the Colo- 
nel's Uiying^ ^ i,.bape^.Msaissan9 you got 

* no Cold laft Night at the Mafquerade.' 
To which the T^dy anfwered bTrinuch the 
Ikme kuki of QUeftion. 

They then iat tQ^sdier ^Mot 6v=e Mfimtes 
without opening their Mouths to each 
other. M kft Mrs. Jamei fatd, ^ Pray, 

* Sir, who Was that Mafque with you in 

* the Drefs of a Shepherdeis ? How could 

* you expofi} yourltlf hy: walking with 

* fuch a Trollop in public ; for certainly 

* no Woman of any Figure woulci appear 

* there in fuch a Drefs, You know, Mr. 

* Jamesj I never interfere with your Af- 

* fairs ; but t would tn^thinks for n^ oi^n 
« Sake, if I wa$ . yt)U> prdTerve^ i little 

* Decency in the Face of the ^orld. 

• Upon my Word,' faid yames^ * 1 60 

* not know whom you mean. A Woman 

* in fuch a Drefs might fpeak to me f«r 

* aught I know--— A thoufand People 

* fpeak to me at a Mafquerade. But I 

* promife yoii, I fpoke to no Woman Ac- 

* quakitance there that I know of-*-— In- 

* deed I now recolledt there was a Womah 
^ in a Drefs of a Shepherdefsj and there was 

• another 



I 

I 



^ Mother' a«ikt9:2rd Thitig lA a.^)hmDo- 
^ mino dut f iH^lied tsie a liide, but i fbon 
* got rid of thcm« 

I ' ^ And I fuppofe ytfu do not know the 
Lady in' the Um Domino neither ? ' m *. . if ^ i 

r 

I 



/ 



« Not I, I ajQTure you/ feid Joms. . * Bift 

* pray why do you aflc me thcfc Queftions ? 
« It look3 fo lifcn Jealoufy/ 

« Jddoufy/ cries flic, * I jealous ! No, 

< Mr. Jame^ ^ iaJl never fae jealous I 

< pkiotnife yM], efpedatly o£ the Lady iti 

* tht blui D^mitio I for to my KnowlMgb 

* iht ^fpifes you of aii humaA Rate. 



: * 



* I Ml kdM^ir gl«d of it,' raid jMuri 
-* fdr I nft¥ef faw rach a taUoukvrand Mon« 

* fier in ttiy Ufa 

* . • ■ « 

* Thut is a very cnlel Way of telliiig mfe 

* you knew tat.- — '-^ . 

* Ybu> Madam/ &id ^owo'.r-- *— * yotk 

* ««i» lira black Dotifino. 

* It is not fo unufual a Thing, I believe, 

* you yourfelf know to chai^ge X)reires, 

* —I own I did it to difcover fome of your 

Tricks. 
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-^Tricks. I did not think you coukl 
* have diftinguifli'd the (tall aukward Mon- 
! fter fo well. 



* Upon my SouU' MdJames^ < if it was 
you, I did not even iu(pe£fc it ; fo you 
oueht not Co be oflfended at what I have 
ma ignorantly. 

^ Indeed, Sir»* cries ihe, * you cannot 
offend me by any thing you can fay to 
my Face— — no, t)y toy Soul, I de4}ife 
you tck> much. But I wi(h, Mr. ^ames^ 
you would not make me the Subjeft of 

rour ConveHation amongit jrourWenches. 
defire I may not be afraid of meeting 
them for fear of their Infults : That I 
mav not be told by a dirty Trollop, you 
make me the Suojeft ot your wit a- 
mongll them, of which it feems I am the 
fevourite Topic. Tho' you have mar- 
ried a tall aukward Monfter, Mr. JameSj 
I think Ihe hath a Right to be treated, as 
your Wife, with Reipeft at leaft In- 
deed I fhall never require any more : In* 
deed, Mr. Jamesj 1 never ihalL— I 
a Wife hath a Title to that. 



^ Who told you this Madam?' faid 
James^ 

• Your 
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* Your Slut, fiud flie/ * your Wench, 

* your Shq^ierdeis. 

< Bv all that's facred,* cries James^ I do 

* not know who the Sbepherdefs was. 

< By all that's facred then,' fays fhe — ^ 

* Ihe told me fo—- and I am convinced 

* (he told me Truth.— —But I do not 

* wonder at your denying it ; for that is 

* equally confiftent with Honour as to be- 

* have in fiich a Manner to a Wife who is 

* a Gentlewoman. — I hope you will allow 

* OM that. Sir.*-— Becaufe I had not quite 

* fo great a Fortune, I hope you do not 

* think me beneath you, or that you dki 

* me any Honour in marrying me. I am 
^ come of as good a Family as your- 

* felf, Mr. James i and if my Brother knew 

* how you treated me, he would not bear it. 

* Do you threaten me with your Bro- 

* ther. Madam,' faid James ? 

< I will not be ill treated, Sir,' anfwered 
ihe. 

^ Nor I neither. Madam/ cries hes * and 

* therefore I defire you will prepare to go 
f into the Country To-morrow Morning. 

* Indeed, 
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* Indeed, Sir,* faid Iht, « I Ihdl not. 

* By Heavens, Madkm, but you Ihal]/ 
anfwered he, * I trill have my Coach at the 

* Door Te-naorrow Morning by feven ; 
^ and you (hall either go into it orbe carried. 

^ I hope,. Sir, you arfe not in earneft,* 
laid £be. 

, < Indeed, Madam,* anlwertd he, « but 
f I am in earneft, arid refolved ; and intp 

* the Country you go To-nfiorrow. 

* But why into the Country,* faid fhe^ 

* Mr. Jam^s ? Why will you be fo bar; 
« barous to deny me the Pleafures of the 

* Town? 

* Becaufe you interfere with myPIea- 

* fures,' cried James ; • which I have toI(^ 

* you long ago I would not fubmit to. 

* It is enough for fond Couples to have 

* thefe Scenes together. I thought we had 

* been upon a better Footing, and had 

* cared too litde for each other to become 

* mutual Plagues. I thought you had 

* been fetisfied with the full Liberty of do; 

* ing what you pleafe. 

« So 
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* So I am. I defy you to fay I have 

* ever given you any Uncafinefs. 

* How, cries he, have you not juft 
< now upbraided me with what you heaFd 
^ at the M^querade ? 

• ■ 

* I own, faid flie, to be infuhed by 

* fuch a Creature to my Face ftung me 

* to the Soul. I mttft have had no Spirit 

* to bear the Infults of fuch an* Animal. 

* Nay Ihe fppke of you with equal Con- 
« teftn^. whoctef Ihe is, I ptomift 

* yauy Mr. 600^ is her Favourite. But 

* indeed (he is unworthy any one*s 

* Regard : for fhe behaved like an arrant 
^ Dragdon* 

< Hang .her, cries the Colonel, I know 

* nothing tif te. 

* Well, but, Mr. James 1 am fure 

* you #ill ndt fdhd me into the Country. 

* Indeed I will ndt go into the Country. 

* If ytni was a rcafbnable Woman, dies 

* Jakis^ perhaps I Ihould not defire it— — 

* And 6n xrnt Cbnfideration-:*-*^ 

• Come 
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• Come name your Confiderattoo, faid 
Ihe. . 

• 

• Let me firft experience yourDifcern- 

* ment, faid he Come^ McBji^ kt me 

* cry your Judgment. Can you gueiis at 

* any Woman of your Acquaintance that 
•Hike? 

• Sure) f^d flie, it cannot be Mrs. 

• And why not Mrs. S^th^ anfwer^ 

* he ? Is Ihe not the fineft Woman in the 
•World? 

• Very far from it, replied flie» in my 

* Opinion. 

■ i ■ 

• Pray what Faults, faid he, can you 

* find in her ? 

• In the firft Place, cries Mrs. Jamesj 

* lier Eyes are too large ; and fhe hath a 

* Look with them that I don't know how 
> to defcribe ; but I know I don't like it. 

* Then her Eyebrows are too laige ; there- 

* fore indeed ihe doth all in l^r Power 
f to remedy this with her Pincers : for if 

• it 
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it was not for thofe, her Eyebrows would 
be prcpoftcrous.— — Then her Neck is 
too protuberant for the genteel Size, ejf- 
pecially as (he laces herfelf : for no Wo- 
man in my Opinion can be genteel who 
is not entirely fiat before. And laftly, 
(he is both too (hort and too tall. 
Well, you may laugh, Mr. James^ I 
know what I mean, tho' I cannot well 

expreis it. 1 mean that ihe is too tall 

for a pretty Woman^ and too (bort for 
a fine Woman,— —There is fuch a 
Thing as a Ejnd of infipid Medium-— 
a Kind of fometbing that is neither one 
Thing or another. I know not how to 
exprefs it more dearly ; but when I fay 
fuch a one i^ a pretty Woman, a pretty 
Thing, a pretty Creature, you Know 
very well I mean a little Woman ; and 
when I lay fuch a one is a very fine Wo- 
man, a very fine Perfon of a Woman, 
to be fure I muft mean a tall Woman. 
Now a Woman that is between both, is 
certainly neither the one nor the other. 

* Well, I own,* laid he, « you have ex- 

* plain'd yourfeU with great Diexterity ; but 

* with all thefe Imperfedtions, I cannot 
\ help liking hor. 

• That 
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* That you need hot tell me, Mr^James^ 

* anfwer*d the Lady ; for that I knew be- 

* fore^ou dfefir'd me to invite her to your 

* Houfe* And did I not ncverthelefs, 

* like an obedient Wife, cortiply with 
, • your Dcfires ? Did I make any Objec- 

* tioa to the Party you propofcd for the 

* M^^fquerade, tho* I knew very well your 

* Motive ? What can the beft of Wives 

* do more ? To procure you Succrfs is 

* not in my Power ; and if I may give 
^ you my Opinion, 1 believe you never 

* will fuccced with her. 

- « 

• Is hfer Virtue fo very imprcgnablct 

* faid he, with » Sheer ? 

* Her Virtue, anfwerM Mrs. ymesj hath 

* the beft Guard in the WwM, whith is 

* a moft viofcnt Lote fot bet Hiilband. 

• All Pretence, and Aflfeftation, cries 

* the Colonel. It is impoflibfe Ihe fhould 

* have fo little Tafte, or indeed fo little 
/ Delicacy as to like fuch a Fellow. 

■* Nay r do not much Irkeliim mvftlf,' 

* faid me — « He is not indtedl at all 4uch a 
<* fort lof Man as I fhould like ; but I 

* thought 
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thought he had been generally allowed to 
be handfome. 



c 



* He handfome^ ctiesi Jmts ? What 
•with a Nofc like the Probofcis of an. 
•Elephant, with the. Shoulders of a^ 

• Porter^ and the Legs of a Chairman ? 

• The Fellow haih not in the leaft the 

• Look of a Gentleman ; and one would 

• rather think he had followed the Plough 

• than the Camp. all his Life. 

• Nay now I proteft, faid fbe, I think 

• you do him Injuftice. He is genteel 

• enough, in my Opinion. It is true in- 
' deed he is not quite of the moft delicate 

• Make ; but whatever he is, I am con- 

• vinced fhe thinks him the fineil Man in 

• the World. 

• I capnot believe it, anfwer'd he pee- 

• vilhly.— -r-But will you invite her to 

• Dinner here To-morrow ? 

* With all my Heart, and as often as 

• you pleafe, anfwer*d^ flie. -But I have 

• lome Favours to afk of you. Firft, 

•. I muft hear no more of going out of 

• Town 'till I pleafe. 

• Very 
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• Very well, cried he. 

^ In the next Flace, faid (he, I muft 
^ have two hundred Guineas within thefe 

• two or three Days. 

• Well — ^I agree to that too, anfwered 

• he. ' 

• And when I do go out of Town, I 

• go to flunbridge 1 infift upon that ; 

• and from Tunbri^e I go to Batb-^ — 

• pofitively to Bath. And I promife you 

• faithfully I will do aU in my Power to 

• carry Mrs. Booth with me. 

• On that Condition, anfwei'd he, I 

• promife you you (hall go wherever 

• you pleafe. And to fhew you, I will 

• even prevent your Wifties by my Gencro- 

• fity, as foon as I receive the five thoufand 

• Pounds, which I am going to take up 

• on one of my Eftates, you (hall have 

• two hundred more. * 

She thanked him with a low Curtcfie % 
and he was in fuch good Huptiour that he' 
offered to kifs her. To this Kr6 fhe 
cpldJ^ turn'd her Check— and then flirting 

her 
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her Fan, faid— — Mr. james^ * There is 
^ one Thing I forgot to OEiention to you— > 

* I think you intended to get a Com* 
« mifllon in fome Regiment abroad for 

* this young Man.— -Now if you would 

* take my Advioe, I know this will not 

* oblige his Wife ; and befides I am po« 

* fitive ihe refolves to go with him. ■ ■ 
^ But if you can provide for him in fome 

* Regiment at home, I know fhe will 
^ dearly love you for it ; and when he is 
^ ordered to Quarters^ ihe will be left be- 

* hind — ^and Torkjtnre or Scotland J think 

* is as good a Diftance as either of the 

* Indies. 

* Well, I will do what I can, anfwer*d 

* James ; but I cannot aik any Thing yet : 
' for I got two Places of i oo /• a Year 

* each for two of my Footmen, within 
' this Fortnight. 

At this Inftant a violent Knock at the 
Door fignified the Arrival of their Com- 
pany 9 upon which both Hufband and 
wife put on their befl Looks to receive 
their Guefb ; and horn their Behaviour t:p 
each ather during the reft of the Day, a 
Stranger might have concluded he had 
been in Company wilbxhe foudeft Couple 
ia Ac Univcrie, CHAl*. 
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C H A P. K. 

MaUiN P<Jiticak 

BEFORE we icturn to Soolbj we 
will relate a Scene in which Dr. Har^^ 
rifon was concerned. 

This good Man whilft in the Country 
happened to be in the Neighbourhood of 
a Nobleman of his Acquaintance, and 
whom he knew to have very confiderable 
Intered: with the Minifters at that Time* 

The Doftor who was very well known 
to this Nobleman, took this Opportunity 
of paying him a Vifit in order to recom- 
mend poor Booth to his Favour. Nor 
did he much doubt of his Succefs, the 
Favour he was to alk being a very fmall 
one, and to which he thought the Service 
ok Booth gave him fo juft aTitle. 

The Doctor's Name foon gain'd him an 
Admiflion to the Prefence of this Great 
Man, who indeed received him with much 
Courtefy and Politenefs ; not fo much 
perhaps from any particular Regard to the 
facred Fundion, nor from, any Refpeft to 

th« 
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the Do&or's perfonal Merit, as from fomff 
Conliderattons which the Reader will per- 
haps guefs anon. After many Ceremonials^ 
and fome previous Bifcourle on different 
SubjedS) the DoAor open'd his fiufinefs^ 
^d told the Great Man, that he was come 
to him CO (blicit a Favour for a young 
<7entleman who had been an Officer in the 
Army, and was now on Half-Pay. * All 
^ the Favour lafk, my Lord, fatd he, 

* is,^ that this Gentleman may t)e agdft 

* admitted ad eundm; I am convinced 

* your Lord (hip will do me the Juftice 
^ to think I would not afk for a worthlefs 
^ Perfbns but indeed the young Man t 
^ mean, hath very extraordinary Merit. 

* He was at the Siege of Gibraltar^ in 
^ which he beha^d with diftinguifh*d Bra- 

* very ; and was dangeroufly wounded at 

* two feveral Times in the Service of his 
^ Country. I will add, that he is at pre-. 

* fent in great Neceflity, and hath a Wife 

* and feveral Children, for whom he hath! 
^ no other Means of providing ; and if it 
^ will recommend him further to your 
'^ Lordfliip's Favour, his Wife, I believe^ 
< is one of the befi; and wortbieft of all 

* fccrSeju 

•• " . I 
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*■ As to that, my dear Do£):or» cries the 

* Nobleman, I fhall make no Doubt. 

* Indeed any Service I Ihall do the Gentle- 

* man will be upon your Account. Aa 

* to Neceflity, it is the Plea of fo many, 

* that it is impoflible to ferve them all.— ^ 

* And with Regard to the Perfonal Merit 

* of thefe inferior Ofiiirers, I believe, I 

* need not tell you that is very little re- 

* garded. But if you recommend himi" 

* let the Perfon be what he will, I am 
^ convinced it will be done: for T know 

* it is in your Power at prefent to afk for 
^ a greater Matter than this. 



< 



* I depend entirely upon your Lordfliip^ 
anfwei^d the Dodor. 

* Indeed, ^y worthy Friend, replied 

• the Lord/1 will not take a Merit to 

• myfelf, which will fo little belong tq 

• me. Y<^u are to depend on yourfelf. 

• It falls out very luckily too at this Time 

• when you have it in your Power fo 

• greatly to oblige us. 

* What, my Lord, is in my Power ? cries 
? the Dodlon 

5 Tow 
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* You certainly know, anfwcr'd his 

* Lord (hip, how hard ColomlTrofnpitigion 

* is run at your Town, in the Eleftion 

* of a Mayor ; they tell me it will be a 

* very. near Thing, unlefs you join us. 

* But we know it is in your Power to do 
^ the Bufinefs, and turn the Scale. I heard 
^ your Name mentioned the other Day on 

* that. Account ; and I know you may 

* have any Thing in Reafon, if you will 

* give us your Intcreft. 

* Sure, my Lord, cries theDo6tor, you 

* are not in Earned in afking my Intereft 

* for the Colonel. 

* Indeed I am, anfwer'd the Peer. Why 
^ (houid you doubt it ? 

* For many Reafons, anfwer'd the 

* Doftor. Firft, I am an old Friend and 

* Acquaintance of Mr. Fairfield^ as your 
« Lordfhip, I believe, very well knows* 

* The little Intereft, therefore, that I have, 

* you may be afliired, will go in his Fa- 

* vour. Indeed I do not concern myfclf 

* deeply in thefe Affairs : for 1 do not 

* think it becomes my Cloth fo to do. 
^ But as far as I think it decent to intereft 
^ ' G 2 . • myfelf 
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"* myfelf, it wUJ certainly be on the Side 

* of Mr. Fairfield. Indeed I. fhould do 
«5 foy if I was acqujunted with both the 
'* Gentlemen, only 'by Reputation : the 
^^ one being . a neighbouring Gentlemanly 
•^^ of a very large Eft^e, a very fober and 

* fenfible Man, of known Probity and 

* Attachment to the true Interefl: ^f his 

* Country. The other is a mere Stranger, 
■^ a Boy^ a Soldier of Fortune, and as far 

* as I can difcern from the little Gonverfa* 

* tion I have had with him, of a very 
f fhallow Capacity^ and no Education. 

* No Education ! my de^ Friend., cries 
'^ the Nobleman. Why he hath been 

* educated in half the Courts of Europe, 

* Perhaps fo, my Lord, anfwer'd the 

* Doftor ; but I fhall always be fd great 
' a Pedant as to call a Man of no Learn- 

* ing, a Man of no Edujcation. ■ » 

* And from my own Knowledge, I caa 

* aver, that I am perfoaded there is fcarce 

* a Foot Soldier in the Army who is .more 
;^ illiterate than the Colonel. 

* Why as to Latin and Greek, you 
^ know, replied the Lord, they .are not 
^ much required in 4:hc Army. 

^ ^ It 




• 

• It may be foi faid the Doftor. Then 
•• let fuch Perfons keep to their own Pro* 
*• feflion. It IS a very low civil Capacity 

* indeed for which an illiterate Man can 
*^.be qualified. And to fpcak a plain 
•* Truth, if your Lordfhip is* a Friend 

* to the Colonel, you would do well to 
^ advife him to decline an Attempt, in 
^ which I am certain he bath no Proba- 

* bility of Succcfsi 

* Well, Sir, faid the Lord, if you are 

* rciplv'd againft us, I muft deal as freely 
^ with you, and tell you plainly I cannot 

* ferve you in your Affair. Nay- it will 
^ be the beft Thit^ I can do,, to hold 
*• my Tongue :* for if I Ihoirld mention 
•• his Name . with your Recommendation 
•-after what you have faid, he would per- 

* haps never get provided for as long as 

* he lives. 

* Is his own Merit then, my Lord^ na 
f Recommendation ? cries the Doftor. 

* My dear, dear Sir, cries the other— 
*- What is the Merit of a Subaltern Of- 
*• ficer ? 

G 3 -J Surely, 
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* Surely, my Lord, cries the Doftor, 

* it is the Merit which fhould recommend 
« him to the Poft of a Subaltern Officer. 

* And it is a Merit which will hereafter 

* qualify him to ferve his Country in a 

* higher Capacity, And I do aflure you 
^ of this young Man, that he hath not 
^ only a good Heart, but a good Head 

* too. And I have been told by thofe 

* who are Judges, that he. is for his Age 

* an excellent Officer. 

. * Very probably ! cries my Lord — — 

* And there are Abundance with the fame 

* Merit, and the fame Qualifications, who 

* want a Morfel of Bread for themfclvei 
^ afid their Families. 

* tt is an infamous Scandal on the Na- 

* tion, cries the Dodor ; and I am heartily 

* forry it can be faid even with a Colour 

* of Truth. 

* How can it be otherwife? fays the Peer. 

* Do you think it is poffiblc to provide 
? for all Men of Merit ? 



f 



* Yes, furely do I, faid the DoftOn And 
very eafily too, 

*How 
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*^ How pray ? cries the Lord' 

* Upon my Word I (hail be glad to know. 

"* Only by not providing for thofe of 

* none The Men of Merit in any 

* Capacity are not I am afraid fo extreme- 

* ly numerous, that we need ftarve any 

* of them, unlefs we wickedly fuffer a 

* Set of worthlefs Fellows to eat their 

* Bread. 

* This IS all mere Uiopia^ cries his 

* Lord (hip. Th« Chimercal Syftem of 

* PUuo*% Commonwealth with which we 

* aniufed ourfelves at the Univerfity- 

* Politics which are incoa(ifl:ent with the 
f State of Human Affairs. 

« Sure, my Lord, cries the Doftor, we 

* have read of States where fuch Do£lrines 
« have been put in Praftice. What is 
« your I^rd(hip's Opinion of Rome in 

* the earlier Ages of the Commonwealth, 

* of Sparia^ and even of Aibens itfelf, in 
? fome Periods of its Hiftory ? 



« 



^ Indeed, DoAor^ cries the Lord^ all 
the(e Notions are obfolete and long fmce 
• exploded. To apply Maxims of Go* 

G 4 • vcrnmcnt 



128 A M E L r A. BookXI: 

* vernmcnt drawn from the Gruk and 

* Roman Hiftorie^, to this Nation, is ab- 

* furd and impoffible. But if you will 

* have Roman txamples, fetch them from 

* Times like our own. Do you oot know,. 

* Doilor, that this is as corrupt a Nation 

* as ever exiftcd under the Sun ? And 

* would you think of governing fuch a^ 

* People by the ftrift Principles of Ho- 

* nefly and Morality I 

* If it be fo corrupt, faid the Doftory 

* I think it is high lime to amend it. Or 

* elfe it is eafy to forefee the Confequence : 

* for Corruption in the Body Politic as 
^ naturally tends to Diflblution as in the 

* Natural Body. 

* I thank you for your Simile, cries my 

* Lord: for in the Natural Body, I be- 
^ lieve, you will allow there is the Sealbn 
^ of Youth, the Seafon of Manhood, and 

* the Seailon of Old Age; and that, 

* when the laft of thefe arrives, it will 
^ be an impoflible Attempt by all the- 

* Means of Art to reflore the Body ^agaiit. 

* to its Youth, or to the Vigour of its 
^ middle Age, The fame Periods hap-^ 

* pen to every great Kingdom. In its 

* Youtk it lifcs by Arw and Arms to 
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* Power aod Profpcrity. This it enjoys 
^ and flourifhes with a while ; and then it 

* may be faid to be in the Vigour of its 

* Age, enricVd at home with all the 
^ Emoluments and Bkffings of Peace, 

* and formidable abroad with all the Ter- 

* rors of War. At length this very 
^ Profperity introduces Corruption 5 and 

* then comes on its old Age. Virtue 

* and Learning, Art and Induftry, decay 

* by Degrees. The People fink into 

* Sloth and Luxury, and Proftitution. 

* It is enervated at home, becomes con- 
^ temptible abroad ; and fuch indeed is 
*'its Mifery and Wretchednefsj that it re- 
^ fembles* a Man in the lad decrepid Stage 

* of Life, . who looks with Unconcern at^ 

* his^ approaching Diflblutioa. 

* This IS a melancholy Pifture indeed/" 
cries the Doftor ; * and if the latter Part 
' of it can be applied to our. Gafe, I fee 

* nothing b«t Religion which Ihould pre- 

* vent a Man of Spirit from hanging him- 

* fclf out of the Wayr of fo wretched a 

* Contemplation/ 

• Why fo ?* f^ the Peer ; * Why hang 

* himfelr, Doftor ? Would it not be wifcr, 

* think you, to make- the beft. of your 

G5 ^^Timei 
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* Time, and the moft you can in fuch a 

* Nation?* 

* And is Religion then to be really laid 
f out of the Queftion ?* cries the Dodor. 

r 

* If I am to fpcak my own Opinion, 

* Sir/ anfwered the Peer, ' yoU know I 

* (hall anfwer in the Negative. — ^^But yoir 

* are too wjell acquainted with the World 

* to be told, that the Conduft of Politici- 

* ans is not formed upon the Principles of 

* Religion.' 

* I am very fbrry for it,* cries the Doc- 
tor ; * but I will talk to them then of Ho- 
nour and Honefty : This is a Language 
which I hope they will at leaft pretend 
to underftand. Now to deny a Man 
the Preferment which he merits, and to 
give it to another Man who doth not 
merit it, is a manifeft Aft of Injuftice ; 
and is confequently inconfiftent with both 
Honour and Honefty. Nor is it only an 
Aft of Injuftice to the Man himftlf, but 
to the Public, for wht:)fe Good princi- 
pally all public Offices are, or ought to 
be inftituted. Now this Good can never 
be completed, nor obtained, but by em- 
ploying all Pcrf^ns according to their 
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Capacities. Wherever true Merit is li- 
able to be fuperfeded by Favour and 
Partiality, and Men are. intruded with 
Offices, without any Regard to Capacity 
or Integrity, the Affairs of that State 
will always be in a deplorable Situation. 
Such, as Livy tells us, was the State of 
Capua^ a little before its final Deflrudion ; 
and the Confequence your Lordlhip well 
knows. But, my Lord, there is another 
Mifchief which attends this Kind of In- 
juftice, and that is, it hath a maniftft 
Tendency to deftroy all Virtue and all 
Ability among the People, by taking 
away all that Encouragement and In« 
cejitive, which fhould promote Emu* 
lation, and raife Men to aim at excelling 
in any Art, Science, or Profeffion. Nor 
can any Thing, my Lord, contribute 
more to render a Nation contemptiWe 
among its Neighbours ; for what Opini- 
on can other Countries have of the Coun- 
cils, or what Terror can rhey conceive 
of the Arms of fuch a People ? And it 
was owing fingly, perhaps, to the avoid- 
ing this Error, that Oliver Cromwell car- 
ried the Reputation of England higher 
than it ever was at any other Time. I 
will add only one Argument more, and 
that is founded on the moil narrow and 
fclfiih Syftem of Politics \ and this is^ 

C 6 ' tl»t 
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* that fuch a Conduft is furc to create 

* univerfal Difcontcnt and Grumbling at 

* hpmc:^ For nothing can bring Men to 

* reft farisfied, when they fee others pre- 
^ fcrred to them, but an Opinion that they 

* deferve that Elevation ; for as one of the 

* greatell Men this Country ever produced^. 

* obfenresy 

^ One wortbkfs Man that gains what be^ 
* pretendsy 

* Di^ulh a thoufand unpretending Friends.*' 

With what Heartburnings then muft any 
Nationfee themfelvesobliged tocontribute 

* to the Support of aSetof Men^ of whofe In- 
^ capacitytofervethem they arc w^l apprize 

* ed, and who do their Country a double Dif- 

* kindnefs ; by being thcmfelves employ- 

* ed in Pods to which they are unequal, and 

* by keeping others out of thofe Employ- 
•- ments, for which they are qualified!? 

* And do you really think, Doftor,* 
cries the Nobleman^ * that any Minifter 

* could fupport himfelf in this Country 

* upon fuch Principles as you recommend .^ 

* Do you think he wouW be able to baffle 

* an Oppofition, unlefs he fhould oblige 

* his Friends by conferring Places often, 

* contrary to his own Inclinations^ and his 

* own Opinion ?* 

V . ^ Yes, 
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* Yes, really do I,* criesv the Dodor^^ 
Indeed if a Minifter is refolved to make 
good his Confcffion in the Liturgy, by 
leaving undone all thofe Things which 
he ought to have done, and by doing all. 
thofe Things wnich he ought not to have 
done : Such, a Minifter, i grant, will be 
obliged to baffle Oppofition, as you are 
pleated to term it^ for as Sbake/pearr 
lomewhere fays^ 

• Tbinp ill begun ftrengtben themfehes h:t 
* IlL' 

* • But ifv on the contrary, he will plfeafe 

* to confider the- true Intereflr of his 

* Coimtty, and that only in grear and na- 
*^ tional Points; if hfe will engage his 
*- Country in neither Alliances or Qtiarrels^ 

* but where it is really interefled ; if 
•• he will raife no Money but what is 

* wanted ; nor employ any civil or mili- 
^ tary Officers but what are ufeful ; and 

* place in thele Employments Men of the 
^ highefl: Integrity, and of the greatefl: A- 
*■ bilitics ; if he will employ fome few of 

* his Hours to advance our Trade, and 
^ fome few more to regulate our domeftic 

* Government: If he would do this, my 

* Lord, I will anfwer for it he (hall have 

* no Oppofition to baffle. Such a Minifter, 

* may, in the Language of the Law,, put 
^ * 4 'himfelf 
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* himfelf on his Country when he pleafes 
^ and he fhall come oflf with Honour and 
f Applaufe/ 

* And do you really believe, Doftor, 
cries the Peer, * there ever was fuch a Mi- 
f nifter, or ever will be ?* 

* Why not, my Lord?* anfwered the 
Doftor. * It requires no very ejctraordi- 

* nary Parts, nor any extraordinary De- 

* grec of Virtue. He need praftife no 

* great Inftances of Self-denial, He (hall 
^ have Power, and Honour, and Riches, 

* and perhaps all in a much greater Degree 

* than he can ever acquire, by purfuing 

* a contrary Syftem. He ihall have more 

* of each, and much more of Safety/ 

* Pray, Do6tor/ faid my Lord, * let 

* me afk you one fimple Queftion. Do you 

* really believe any Man upon Earth was 

* ever a Rogue out of Choice ?' 

* Really, my Lord,' fays the Doftor, 

* I am afhamed to anfwer in the Affirma- 

* tivc ; and yet I am afraid Experience 

* would almoft juftify me if I fhould. 

* Perhaps the Opinion of the World may 

* fometimes miflead Men to think thofe 

* Meafures neccflary, which in reality are 

♦ not 
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not fo. Or the Truth may be, that a 
' Man of good Inclinations finds his Office 

* filled with fuch Corruption by the Iniquity 
^ of his Predeceflbrs, that he may defpair of 
^ being capable of purging it ; and fo fits 
< down contented, as Augcas did with the 
^ Filth of his Stables, not l^caufehe thought 

* them the better, or that fuch Filth was 

* really neceflary to a Stable ; but that he 

* defpaired of fufficient Force to cleanfe 

* them.* 

* I will aflc you one Queftion more, and 

* I have done,' faid the Nobleman. * Do 
' you imagine that if any Minifter was 

* really as good as you would have him, 

* that the People in general would believe 

* that he was lo ?*• 



* Truly, my Lord,* faid the Doftor, 
I think they may be juftiBed in not be- 
lieving too haftily. But I beg Leave to 
anfwer your Lordihip's Queftion by an- 
other. Doth your Lord(hip believe that 
the People of Greenland^ when they lee 
the Light of the Sun, and feel his Warmth, 
after fo long a Seafon of Cold and Dark- 
nefs, will really be perfuaded that he 
ihines upon them V 

My 



use A M E L r R: Book Xt 

' My Lord fmUed at the Conceit v and 
^en the Do&or took an Opportutiity to 
renew his Suit, to i^hich his Lordfiiip an- 
fwered he would ptx^mife noching, and 
could give him no Hopes of Succefs : 
^ But you may be aflured,' faid he with a 
leering Countenance, * I fhall do him ail 

* the Service in my Power.* ^ A Language 
which the Dodx)r well underftood, and 
foon after took a civil, but not a Very cc- 
cemonial. Leave. 

CHAP. III. 
The Uiftcrf if' Mr. Trent. 

T T TE will now return to Mr. Bootband hii 
VV Wife. The former had fpent his Time 
very uneafily, ever fince he had difcovered 
what fort of Man he was indebted to ; but 
left he ftiould forget it, Mr. Trent thought 
now proper to remind him, in the following 
Letter, which he read the next Morning 
after he had put oflF the Appointment. 

* S I R, 

* I am forry the Ncceffity of my Affairs 

* obliges me to mention that fmall Sum 

* which I had the Honour to lend you the 

* other 
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^ other Night at Play ; and which I (hall 

• be much obliged to you, if you will let 

• me have fome time cither to Day, or To^ 
^ morrow. I am, 

* SIR, 

*^ Tour mofi ohedientj 
* fupft humi/e Servant J 

* Geo. Trent.^ 

Tills Letter a little furprizcd Bocib^ after 
die genteel, and indeed, as it appeared,, 
generous Behaviour of Trent. But left it 
fliould have the fame Effeft upon the 
Reader, we will now proceed to account for 
this, as well as for fome ortier Pbeenomenai 
that have appeared in this Hiftory, and 
which perhaps we fhall be forgiven, for not 
having opened more largely before. 

Mr, Trent then was a Gentleman, pofli** 
bly of a good Family v for it was not cer- 
fesun whence he (prung on the Father's Side. 
His Mother, who was the only Parent he 
ever knew or heard of,, was a fingle Gen- 
tlewoman, and for fome Time carried oa 
the Trade of a Milliner in ijovent-Garden. 
She fent her Son, at the Age of eight Years^ 
old, to a Charity-School, where he remain- 
ed 'till he was of the Age of 'fourteen^ 

• • withou 
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without making any great Proficiency in 
Learning. Indeed it is not very probable 
he fhould ; for the Matter who, in Prefe- 
rence to a very learned and proper Man, 
Was chofen by a Party into this School, the 
Salary of. which was upwards of loo/. a 
Year, had himfelf never travelled through 
the Latin Grammar, and was in Truth a 
moft confummate Blockhead. 

At the Age of fifteen Mr. Trent was put 
Clerk to an Attorney, where he remained 
a very fhort Time before he took I-,eave of 
his Matter; rather, indeed, departed with- 
out taking Leave -, and having broke open 
his Mother's Efcritore, and carried off 
with him all the valuable £fie£bs he there 
found, to the Amount of about fifty Pound, 
he marched off to Sea, and went on Board 
a Merchanunan, whence he was afterwards 
preiTed into a Man of War. 

In this Service he continued above three 
Years ; during which Time he behaved fo 
ill in his moral Charafter, that he twice 
underwent a very fevere Difcipline for 
Thefts in which he was detefted ; but at 
the fame Time, he behaved fo well as a 
Sailor in an Engagement with fome Pi- 
rates, that he wiped oflF all former Scores, 

and 
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and greatly recommended himfelf to his 
Captain. 

At his return home, he being then aboat 
twenty Years of Age, he found that the 
Attorney had in his Abfence married his 
Mother, had buried her, and fecured all her 
£ffe£ls, to the Amount, as he was informed, 
of about fifteen hundred Pound. Trent 
applied to his Step-Father, but to no 
Purpofe ; the Attorney utterly difowned 
him, nor would he fuffer him to come 
a fecond Time within his Doors. 

It happened that the Attorney had, by 
a former Wife, an only Daughter, a great 
Favourite, who was about the fame Age 
with TretU himfelf; and had, during his 
Refidence at her Father's Houfe, taken a 
very great Liking to this young Fellow, who 
was extremely handfome, and perfedlly 
well made. This her Liking was not, 
during his Abfence, fo far extingui(hedt 
but that it immediately revived on his re^ 
turn. Of this (he took Care to give Mr* 
Trent proper Intimation ; for (he was not 
one of thofe backward and delicate Ladies, 
who can die rather than m^e the firft 
Overture. Trent was overjoyed at this, 
and with Reafon s for (he was a very lovely 

Girl 
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Girl in her Pcrfony the onJjr ChM of z. 
rich Father ; and the Pro^eft of fo com- 
plete a Revenge on the Attorney charmed 
him above all the reft. To be as fhort in 
the Matter as the Parties^ a Marriage was^ 
ibon confummated between them. 

The Attorney at firft raged and waf- 
implacable; but at laft Fondnefs- for his 
Daughter fo far overcame Refentment, that 
he advanced a Sum of Money to bay his^ 
Son-in-Law (for now he acknowledged 
him as fuch) an Ehfign's Commiflion in a^ 
marching Regiment then ordered to G/- 
braluir ; at which Place the Attorney hear- 
tily hoped that Trem might be knocked 
en the Head : for in that Cafe be thought 
he might marry his E)au^tep niore agree- 
ably to his own Ambition, ^d t6 her Ad<^ 
vantage. 

The Regiment into whichTr^^/ purchafed,.. 
was the fame with that in 'n\{iQ\i Booth Kke- 
wife ferved ; the one being an Enfign^ 
and the othen a Lieutenant in the two ad- 
ditional Companies. 

Trent had no Blemiih in his- miliary 
Capacity. Thou^ he had had But an in- 
difiercnt Ediication, he was natiirally fen* 

fiblc- 
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iibie and gented, and Nature, as we have 
faid, had given him a very agreeable Pen* 
fon. He was like wife a very bold Fellow^ 
and as he really behaved himfelf every 
way well enough, while he was at GibraUar^ 
there was ibme Degree iDf Indmacy be*' 
tween him md. Booth. 

When the Siege w^ over, and the addi* 
donal Companies were again reduced, Trent 
returned to his Wife, who received him 
with great Joy and ASedion. Soon after 
this an Accident happened, which proved 
the utter Ruin of iiis Father-in-Law^ 
and ended in breaking his Heart. This 
was nothing but making a Miftake 
pretty common at this Day, of writing 
another Man\s Name to a Deed inftead 
of his own. In truth, this Matter was 
no lefs than what the Law calls Forgery, 
and was juft then made capital by an Aft 
of Parliament. From this Offence indeed 
the Attorney was acquitted by not admit-^ 
ting the Proof of the Party who was to 
avoid his own Deed, by his Evidence ; 
and therefore noWitnefs, according to thofc 
excellent Rules, called the Law of Evi- 
dence ; a Law very excellently calculated 
ior the Prefervauon of the Lives of his 

Majefty'a 
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Majefty's roguifh SubjeAs, aad moft no« 
tably ufed for that Ftirpofe. 

Buttho' by common Law the Attorney was 
honourably acquitted ; yet as commcm Senfe 
manifeftcd to every one that he was guilty^ 
lie unhappily loft his Reputation, and of 
Confequence his Bufinefs ; the Chagrin of 
wluch latter foon put an End to his Life. 

This Profecution had been attended with 
a very great Expcnce -, for befides the or- 
dinary Cofts or avoiding the Gallows by 
the Help of the Law, there was a very 
high Article of no lefs than a thoufand 
Pounds paid down to remove out of the 
Way a Witnefs, againft whom there was 
no legal Exception. The poor Gentleman 
had befides uifFercd fbme Loffes in Bufi- 
nefs ; fo that to the Surprife of all his 
Acquaintance, when his Debts were paid 
there remained no more than a fmall Eftate 
of fourfcore Pounds a Year, which he 
fettled upon his Daughter, far out of the 
Reach of her Hufband, and about two 
hundred Pounds in Money. 

The old Gentlemao had not long been 
in his Grave, before fren^ fet himfelf to 
confider ferioufly of the State of his Af- 
fairs. 
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fairs. He had lately begun to look on 
his Wife with a much lefs Degree of liking 
and Defire than formerly ; for he was one 
of thofe who think too much of one thing 
is good for nothing. Indeed he had in- 
dulged thefe Speculations fo far, that I 
believe his Wife, though one of the pret- 
tieft Women in Town, was the laft Sub- 
je6k that he would have chofe for any amo->^ 
rous Dalliance. 

Manv other Perfpns however, greatly 
differed from him in this Opinion. A- 
mongft the refl: was the illuftripus Peer 
of amorous Memory. This noble Peer 
having therefore got a View of Mrs. Trent 
one Pay in the Street, did, by Means of 
an Emiflary then with him, make himfelf 
acquainted with her Lodging, to which he 
immediately laid Siege in Form, fetting 
himfelf down in a 'Lodging diredly op- 
pofite to her, from whence the Battery 
of Ogles began to play the very next 
Morning. 

This Siege had not continued long be- 
fore the Governor of the Garrifon became 
fufficicntly apprifed of all the Works which 
were carrying on, and having well rccon- 
wfixxcd the Enemyy and difcovered who 
? hf 
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he waSy nptwichftanding a falfe Name, 
and fooie Di%utfe of his Perfon, he called 
a Council of War within his own Breaft. In 
f aft, to drop all AUegorj^ he began to 
conGder whether his Wife was not really 
a more valuable PofleQion than he had, 
lately thought her. In Ihoit, as he had 
l>een difappointed in her Fortune, he now 
conceived fome Hopes of tummg her Beau<« 
fy itfelf into a Fortune. 

Without communicating thefe Views to 
her, he foon fcraped an Acquaintance with 
his oppofite Neighbour by the Name which 
he there usurped, and counterfeited an en^ 
tire Ignorance of his real Name and Title. 
On this Occafion Trent had [ his Dilguifc 
likewife, for he afFefted the utmoft Sim- 
plicity ; of which Affeftation, as he was 
a very artful Fellow, lie was extremely 
capable. 

The Peer fell plumb into this Snare 5 
and when, by the Simplicity, as he -ima- 
gined, of the Hufband he became acr 
quainted with the Wife, he was fo extra- 
vagantly charmed with her Perfon, that 
he refolved, whatever was the Coft or the 
Confequence, he would poflefs her. 

His 
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His Lordfhip, however, prefcrvcd fomc 
Caution in his Management of this Affair 1 
more, perhaps, than was necefTary. As 
for theHulband, none was requifite ; for he 
knew all he could ; and with regard to the 
Wife herfelf, as (he had, for fome Time, 
perceived the Decrcafe of her Hu(band*s 
Affedion, (for few Women are, I believe, 
to be impofed upon in that Matter) fhe 
was not difpleafed to find the Return of 
all that Complaifance and Endearment, of 
thofe Looks and Languifhments from ano- 
ther agreeable Perfon which fhe had for- 
merly received from 7r^«/, and which fhe 
now found fhe fhould receive from him 
no longer. 

My Lord, therefore, having been in- 
dulged with as much Opportunity as he 
could wi(h from Trent^ and having re- 
ceived rather more Encouragement than 
he could well have hoped from the Lady, 
began to prepare all Matters for a Storm, 
•when luckily Mr. Trent declaring he muft 
go out of Town for two Days, he fix'd on 
the firft Day of his Departure as the I'ime 
of carrying his Defign into Execution. 

And now, after fome Debate with him- 

felf in what Manner he fhould approach 

Vol. IV. H his 
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his Love, he at laft determined to do it in 
his own Perfon \ for he conceived, and 
perhaps very rightly, that the Lady, like 
Semele^ was not void of Ambition, and 
would have preferred Jupiter in all his 
Glory to the lame Deity in the Difguife 
of an humble Shepherd. He dreffed himfelf 
therefore in the richeft Embroidery of 
which he was Mafter, and appeared be- 
fore his Miftrefs array'd in all the Bright- 
nefs of Peerage. A Sight whofe Charms 
ihe had not the Power to refift, and the 
Confequences are only to be imagined. , In 
fliort, the fame Scene which Jupiter aded 
with his abovementioned Miftrefs of old, 
was more than beginning, when Trent burft 
from the Clofet into which he had con- 
veyed himfelf, and unkindly interrupted 
the Aftion. 

His Lordfhip prefently run to his Sword ; 
but Trevt^ with great Calmnefs, anfwered, 
that as it was very well known he durft 
fight, he fhould not draw his Sword on 
this Occafion : * For fure,* iays he, * my 
i Lord, it would be the higheft Impru- 
^ dencQ in me to kill a Man who is now 
* become fo confiderably my Debtor.* At 
which Words he fetched a Perfon from 
the Clofet, who had been confined with 

him^ 
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with him, telling him he had done his 
Bufinefs, and might now^ if he pleafed, 
retire. 

It would be tedious here to amufe the 
Reader with all that paffed on the prcfont 
Occafion; the Rage and Confufion of 
the Wife, or the Perplexity in which my 
Lord was involved. We will omit there- 
fore all fuch Matters, and proceed dircdly 
to Bufuiefs, as Trent and his Lorddiip 
did loon after. And in the Conclufion, 
my Lord ftipulated to ^ay a good round 
Sum, and to provide Mr. Trent with a 
good Place on the firft Opportunity. 

On the Side of Mr. Trent were ftipulated 
abfolute Remiflion of all paft, and full In- 
dulgence for the Time to come. 

Trenl now immediately took a Houfe 
at the polite End of the Town, furnilhed 
it elegantly, fet up his Equipage, rigged 
out both himfelf and his Wife with very 
handfome Cloathj, frequented all publick 
Places where he could get Admiflion, 
pufhed himfelf into Acquaintance, and his 
Wife foon afterwards began to keep an 
Aflembly, or in the fafhionable Phrafe, to 
be at home once a Week j when, by my 

H 2 ^.ord's 
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Lord's Afliftance, flic was prefently vifited 
by moft Men of the firft Rank, and by 
all fuch Women of Faftiion as are not very 
nice in their Company. 

My Lord's Amour with this Lady lafted 
not long ; for as we have before obferved, 
he was the moil inconftant of all human 
Race. Mrs. Trent* $ Paflion was not howe- 
ver of that Kind which leads to any very deep 
Refentment of fuch Ficklenefs. Her Pal- 
fion indeed was principally founded upon 
Intereft ; fo that Foundation ferved to fup- 
port another Superftrufture ; and flie was 
cafily prevailed upon, as well as her Huf- 
band, to be ufcful to my Lord in a Capa- 
Cityi which, though very often exerted in 
the polite World, hath not, as yet, to my 
great Surprife, acquired any polite Name, 
or indeed any which is not too coarfe to be 
admitted in this Hiftory^ 

After this Preface, which we thought 
neceilary to account for a Charadber of 
which fpme of my Country and Colle- 
giate Readers might poflibly doubt the 
Exiftence, 1 fhajl proceed to what more 
immediately regards Mrs. Booih. The 
Reader may be pleafed to remember that 
l^. fnni was prefent at the Aflemblv to 

z wnicb 
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which Booth and his Wife were carried 
by Mrs. James^ and where Amelia was met 
by the noble Peer. 

His Lord (hip feeing there that Booth 
and Trent were old Acquaintance, failed 
not, to ufe the Language of Sportfmen, 
to put Trent on upon the Scent of AmHia. For 
this Purpofe that Gentleman vi (ited Booth the 
very next Day, and had purfued him clofe 
ever fince. By his Means therefore my Lord 
learn'd that Amelia was to be at the Mal- 
querade, to which Place (he was dogg'd by 
^reni in a Sailor's Jacket, who meeting my 
Lord according to Agreement, at the En- 
trance of the OperarHoufe, like the Four- 
legged Gentlemen of the fame Vocation, 
made a dead Point, as it is called, at tLc 
Garne^ 

My Lord was fo fatisfted and delighted 
with his Converfation at the Mafquerade 
with the fuppofed Amelia^ and the Encou* 
ragement which in reality (he had given him^ 
that when he faw Trent the next Morning, 
he embraced him with great Fondneft, 
gave him a Bank Note of lOo/. and pro« 
mifed him both the Indies on his Succefs» 
of which he began now to have no mapner 
of Doubt. 

H 3 The 
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<fmx£Spcvuur at Icsst: JMCfr intur unxxc Scs^ 
^ir^iSxr^ 'm H dnflTriD: gmnriiriig tg. ggy 
musagsKT ^M^csat lOrsm^ rm^bc^Ibi inoi 
i3i» iurit 3&asiL fTgnir Tig T ,imilhgraGre- 
^ir liiCTf^stB: cSk: )£aBB7 jHt 31 Jfisdr was 

IfetrrUn^ GeacsiOi^, asi fturiilwr'ujg: s tx» 

Bt^^iiryiBr f^ Scase wg tsciS j cfegargrd ; 
/vf Mrt* Akinim^ tht Mcrrisg auar tbc 
ljn\xtf'% tA^pTjrir^ ^licjc&f a> rccoSlt^ 
(;>^ fh<^ fiaa carried the Mater rat^ too 
f ^9 ;(r^ might really iojuie AmeBi^% Re- 

JmrnloOf a Thought to which the warm 
^/ffuit of her own Intereft had a good 
ikiii blinded her at the Time, refolved to 
vifit my Lord himielf, and to let him 
ifiCo the whole Story ; for, as fhe had fuc- 
ceedcd already in her favourite Point, ihe 
chouftht (he nad no Reafon to fear any 
Cotnequence of the Difcovery. This Re- 
folutlon the immediately executed. 

Trenl 
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Trenl came to attend his Lordfliip jufl: 
after Mrs. Aikinfsn had left him. He found 
the Peer in a very ill Humour, and brought 
no News to comfort or recruit his Spirits ; 
for he had himfelf juft received a Billet 
from Booths with an Excufe for himfelf 
and his Wife, from acceptingthe Invita- 
tioaat Trenf^s Houfe that Evening, where 
Matters had been previouQy concerted for 
their Entertainment ; and when his Lord- 
fliip was by Accident to drop into the 
Room where Amelia was, while Booth was 
CO be engaged at Play in another. 

And now after much Debate, and after 
Trent had acquainted my Lord with the 
wretched Situation of fi^^/ifr'sCircumft^nces, 
it was refolved, that Trent (hould imme- 
diately demand his Money of Boofb^ and 
upon his not paying it, for they both con- 
cluded it impofllble he fhould pay it, to 
S\t the Note which Trent had tor the 
oney, in Suit againft him by the genteel 
Means of paying it away to a nominal 
third Perfon •, and this they both conceived 
muft end immediately in the Ruin of 
Booths and confequently in the Conqueft oi 
Amelia. 

H 4 In 
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In this Projcdt, and with this Hope, 
both my Lord and his Setter, or (if the 
Sportfmen pleafe) Setting-Dog, both greatly 
exulted, and it was next Morning exe<* 
cuted) as we have already feen. 

CHAP. IV. 

Corjtaihifig fome Dijlrefs. 

TRENT'S Letter drove Booth almoft 
to Madncfs. To be indebted to fuch 
a Fellow, at any rate, had ftuck much in 
his Stomach, and had given him very great 
Uneafincfs ; but to anfwer this Demand in 
any other Manner, than by paying tbe 
Money, was abfolutely what he could not 
bear. Again, to pay this Money he very 
plainly faw there was but one Way i and 
this was by dripping his "Wife not only of 
every Farthing, but almoft of every R^ 
Ihe had in the World ; a Thought la 
dreadful, that it chilled his very Soul 
with Horrour ^ and yet Pride at laft feemed 
to reprefent this as the leiler Evil of the 
two. 

But how to do this was ftill a Queftion.. 
It was not fare, at leaft he feared it waj^ 
Dot, that Amelia hcrftlf would readily con- 
feat 
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ient to this ; and fo far from pcrfuading 
her to fuch a Meafure, he could not bear 
even to propofc it At length his De- 
termination was to acquaint his Wife with 
the whole Affair, and to aflc her Confent 
by 'way of aflcing her Advice ; for he was 
well aflbred (he could find no other Means 
of extricating him out of his Dilemma. 
This he accordingly did, reprefenting the 
Affair as bad as be oould ; though indeed 
it was innpoflible for him to aggravate the 
real Truth. 

itmlia heard him patiently without once 
interrupting him. When he had finifhed, 
ihe remained filent fome Time : Indeed the 
Shock (he received from this Story, almoft 
deprived her of the Power of Speaking. 
At laft (he anfwered : * Well, my Dear,^ 
• you a(k my Advice ; I certainly can give 

you no other than that the Money mud 

be paid.* 



^ 



• But how muft it be paid ?* cries he. 

• Oh Heavens ! thou fweeteft Creature, 

• what not once upbraid me for bringing 

• this Ruin on thee !* 

• Upbraid you, my Dear!' faid (lie — 
J Would to Heaven I could prevent y6\\t 

) H 5 : * up^ 
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upbraiding yourfelf. Bat do not defpair* 
I will endeavour by fome Means or other 
f to get you the Money.' 

- * Algs! my dear Love/ cries Booibs 
y I know the only Way by which you caa 

• raife it. How can I confent to that ? Dq 

• you forget the Fears you fo lately ex- 

• preffed of what would be our wretched 

• Condition, when our little All was moul* 

• dered away ?-^d, ray Amelia^ they cut 

• my very Heart-ftrings, when you Ipok^ 
« then ; for I had then loft this little AIL 
^ Indeed I aflure you I have not played 

• fince, nor ever will more.* 

* Keep that Refolution/ faid fhe, ^ my 

• Dear, and I hope we fhall yet recover 

• the Paft' At which Word« cafting her 

Eyes on the Children, the Tears burft from 
her Eyes, and fhfe cry'd ' Heaven wills 

• I hope, provide for us.* 

A pathetic Scene now enfued between 
the Hufband and Wife, which would not 
perhaps pleafe many Readers to fee drawn 
at too full a Length. It is fufficient to fay^ 
that this excellent Woman not only ufed 
her utmoft Endeavours to ftifle and con- 
ceal her own Concerns but faid^ and did 

3 every 
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every Thing ki her Power to allay that of 
her Huiband. 

Booth was at this Time to meet a Perfon 
whom we have formerly mentioned in 
the Courfe of our Hiftory. This Gentle- 
man had a Place in the War-Office, and 
pretended to be a Man of great Interefl 
and Confequence ; by which Means he did 
not only receive great RefpeA and Court 
from the. inferiour Officers, but adtualiy 
bubbled feveral of their Money, by under- 
taking to do them Services wrxich, in rea- 
lity, were not within his Power. In 
Truth, I have known few great Men who 
have not been befet with one or more 
fuch Fellows as thefe, through whom the 
bferiour Part of Mankind are obliged to 
make their Court to the great Men them- 
fclves ; by which Means, I believe princi- 
pally, Perfons of real Merit have been 
often deterred from the Attempt ; for thefe 
fubaltern Coxcombs ever aflfume an equal 
State with their Mafters, and iDok for an 
equal Degree of Refpeft to be paid to 
them 5 to which Men of Spirit, who are 
in every Light their Betters, are not eafily 
brought to fubmit. Thefe Fellows indeed 
themfelves have a jealous Eye towards all 
great Abilities, and are fure, to the utmoft 

H 6 of 
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of their Powcr^ to keep all who are {6 en* 
dowed, from the Prefence of their Mafters% 
They ufe. their Mafters, as bad Minifters 
have fometimes ufed a Prince; they keep all 
Men of Merit from hi3 Ears, and daily 
iacrifice hisi true Honour and Intereil to 
their own Profit, and their own Vanity. 

As foon as Boofb was gone to his Apr 
point ment with this Man, Jmelia imoie- 
<liate]y betook herfelf to her Bufinefs with 
the higheft Refolution. She packed up 
not only her own little Trinkets, and thofe 
of the Children, but the greateft Part of 
her own poor Cloaths, (for fhe was but 
barely provided) and then drove in a Hack- 
ney-Coach to the fame Pawnbrokjsr's, whe 
bad before been recommended to her by 
Mrs. yijkin/oH. This worthy Perfon offered 
to lend her fo very little on her Goods, 
(xiot the fourth Part of their Value) that flic 
was not able to raife the Sum flie wanted. 

• ■ , . 

Thisdejefted the poor W^onian to the 

loweft Degree in the World, and Ihe now 
determined to fell them outright *, but un- 
fortunately fhe knew not to what Market 
to carry them. In this Diftrefs, it luckily 
occurred to her Mind that her Hufband 
had told her there was no kind of Infor** 

mation 
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mation whatfoever, which was not to be had 
at thcUniverfalRc^er-Office. Thither flic 
immediately drove, and was there recom* 
mended to a Perfon, who not only ad-* 
vanced her the Money flie defired, but at 
a much lefs Intereft than the Pawnbroker 
would have infifted on. 

Being. now provided with her Sum (he 
returned well pleafed home ; and her Huf* 
band coming in foon after, ihe with much 
Chearfulnefs delivered him all the Moneyt 

Booth was fo overjoyed with thi Pro- 
fpeft of difcharging his Debt to Trent, that 
he did not perfe£Uy refleA on the Diftrefs 
to which his Family was now reduced. 
The good Humour which appeared in the 
Countenance of Amelia, was perhaps an- 
other Help to ftifle thofe Reflexions ; but 
above all were the AiTurances he had re- 
ceived from the great Man, whom he bad 
met at a CoflFee-Houfe, and who had pro- 
mifed to do him all the Service in his Pow- 
er ; which feveral halfpay fubaltern Officers 
aflured him was very conliderable. 

With this comfortable News • he ac** 
Quainted his Wife, who either was, or 
itemed to be . extremely well pleafed with 

it. 
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ic And now he fct out with the Money 
in his Pocket to pav hi* Friend Trent ^ who 
unluckily for him happened not to be at 
home. 

On his return home he met his old 
Friend the Lieutenant^ who thankfully paid 
him his Crown, and infifted on his going 
with him and takii^ Part of a Bottle. 
This Invitation was fo eager and prefling^ 
that poor Booibj who could not refill: much 
Importunity^ complied. "^ 

While they were over this Bottle, Booth 
acquainted lus Friend with the Promifes 
.he had received that Afternoon at theCof* 
fee-Houfe, with which the old Gentleman 
was very well pleafed : * For I have heard/ 
fays he, * that Gentleman hath very pow* 
* erful Intereft j* but he informed him 
likewifc, that he had heard that the great 
Man muft be touched -, for that he never 
did any Thing without touching. Of this, 
indeed, the great Man himfelf had given 
fome oblique Hints, by faying, with great 
Sagacity and Slynefs, that he knew where 
fifty Pound might be depofited to much 
Advantage. 
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Bocib anfwered tbut he would very rca^ 
ily advance a ftnall Sum, if he had it in 
lis Power, but that at prefent it was not 
h I for that he had no more in the World 
than the Sum of fifty Pounds, which he 
owed Trenf^ and which he intended to pay 
him the next Momii^. 

^ It is very right undoubtedly to pay 

* your Debts,* fays the old Gentleman ; 

* but fure» on fuch an Occafion, any Man 

< but the ranked: Ufurer would be coiv* 

< tented to ftay a little While for his Mo- 
^ ney ; and it will be only a little While I 
^ am convinced : For if you depofite this 
^ Sum in the great Man's Hands, I make 

* no poubt but you will fucceed immedi- 

* ately in getting your Cemmiflion ; and 

* then I will help you to a Method of 

< takii^ up fuch a Sum as this.' The old 
Gentleman perfifted in this Advice, and 
backed it with every Argument he could 
bvent \ declaring, as was indeed true, 
that he gave the fame Advice which be 
would purfue, was the Cafe his own. 

Booth long rejected the Opinion of his 
Friend ; 'till, as they had not argued with 
dry Xipsj he, became heated with Wine, 

and 
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and then at laft the old Gentleman fucceed- 
ed. Indeed^ fuch was his Love either for 
Boolb^ or for his own Opinion, and per- 
haps for both, that he omitted nothing in 
his Power. He even endeavoured to pal- 
liate the Character of Trenfj and unfaid' 
half what he had before faid of that Gentle- 
man. In the End he undertook to make- 
Trent eafy, and to go to him the very next 
Morning for that Purpofe. 

Poor Bcotb at laft yielded, though 
with the utmoft Difficulty. Imieed had 
he known quite as much of TretU as the 
Reader doth, Ao Motive wlutflbever would 
have prevailed on him to have taken the 
cdd Grentleman's Advice. 

CHAP. V. 

Cmtanmig wunre Wormwood^ Mi other In^ 

grcdienis. 

IN the Morning Booth communicated 
die Matter to AmeUny who told himfhe 
would not prefume to advife him in an 
Affair, of which he was fo much the better 
Judge. 

White 
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WhUc Bmb remained in a doubtful 
State what Conduft to purfuc, ff^jUiams 
came to make him a Vifit, and informed 
him that he had been at 2V^/'s Houfe, 
but found him not at home; adding, that 
he would pay him a fecond Vifit that ver^ 
Day, and would not reft 'till he found 
him. 

Booth was afbamed to confefs his wa- 
vering Refolution, in an Affair in which 
he had been fo troublefome to his Friend ; 
he therefore dreffed himfelf immediately, 
and together they both went to wait on the 
httle great Man, to whom Boofb now 
hoped to pay his Court in the moft effec- 
tual Manner. 

Willums had been longer acquainted 
with the modern Methods of Bufmefs than 
Booth ; he advifed his Friend therefore to 
begin with tipping (as it is called) the great 
MaB*s Servant. He did fo, and by that 
Means got fpeedy Accefs to the Maften ; 

m 

The great Man received the Money, not 
as a Gudgeon doth a Bait, but as a Pike 
receives a poor Gudgeon into his Maw^. 
To (ay the Truth, foch FcUows as^ thefi 

may 
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may well be likened to that voracious Fifli, 
who fattens himfelf by devouring all the 
little Inhabitants of the River. As fooh 
as the great Man had pocketed the Calhv 
he fhook Booth by the Hand, and told him 
he would be fure to flip no Opportunity 
of ferving him, and would fend hun Word 
as foon as any offf rqjd^ 

* 
Here I fliall flop one Moment, and fo 
perhaps will my goodnatured Reader \ 
for furely it muft be a hard Heart which is 
not affefted* with refleding on the Manner 
in which this poor little Sum was raifed, 
and on the Manner in which it was be- 
flowed. A worthy Family, the Wife and 
Children pf a Man who had loft his Blood 
abroad in the Service of bis Country* 
parting with their little all» and expofed 
to Cokl and Hutiger> to pamper mch a 
Fclbw as thi^.. 

And if any fuch Reader, as I mention^ 
fliould happen to be ia reality a great Man, 
and • in Power, perhaps the Horrour of 
this Pidure may induce him to put a final 
^nd to this abcimiriable Prafticc of touch- 
ing^ as it i^ cajlcd ; by which indeed a Set 
of Leaches are permitted to fuck the Blood 
of the Brave and the Indigent ; of the 
Widow and the Orphan. Booth 
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ooib now retUFncd home, where he 
d his Wife with Mrs. James. Anelia 
, before the Arrival of her Hu(band, 
ilutely r^fufed Mx^.James*^ Invit^tioa 
Jinner the next Day ; but when Booth 
/le in, the Lady renewed her Applicatb- 
I and that in fo prefling a Manner, that 
iftb feconded her 5 for tho* he had enough 
' Jcaloufy in his Temper ; yet fuch was 
Hi Friendfhip to the Colonel, and fuch his 
iratitude to the Obligations which he bad 
eceived from him, that his own tJnwil- 
lingnefs to believe any Thing of him, co- 
operating with Amelia*^ Endeavours to put 
every Thing in the faireft Light, bad 
brought him to acquit his Friend of any ill 
Defiga To this perhaps the late Afiair 
concerning my Lord had moreover con* 
tributed: For it ieems to me, that the 
fame Paffion cannot much energize on two 
diflferent Objects at one and the fame Time : 
an Obfervation which I believe will hold 
as true^ with regard to the cruel Paffions 
of Jealoufy and Anger, as to the gentle 
PaffioA of Love» in which one great and 
mighty Objeft is fure to engage thewl)X)k 
Paffion. 

^ • • • • 

When 
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When Booth grew importunate, Amelia 
anfwcred, * My Dear, I ihould not refufe 

* you whatever was in my Power; but 
« this is abfolutely out of my Power ; for 

* fince I muft declare the Truth, I cannot 
« drefs myfelf. 

' « Why fo ?* faid Mrs. Jmes^ « I am 

* fure you arc very well.* 

• Is there no other Impediment toDref- 

* fing but Health, Madam ?' anfwered A* 
melia. 

• Upon my Word none that I know of,* 
replied Mrs. 5^tf WW. 

• What do you think of want of Cloaths, 

* Madam?' XdXd Amelia. ' 

• Ridiculous !' cried Mrs. James. • What 

* need hiave you to drefs yourfelf out ?— • 
■* You will fee no Body but our own Fa- 

* mily, and I promife (y^ou I don't expcfl: 

* it.-^A plain Night-Go wn will do very 

* well* "^ 

ft 

• But if I muft be plain with you, Ma- 
5 dam, faid Amelia, I have no other Cloaths 

♦ but 
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* but what I have now on my Back.— — 

* I have not even a clean Shift in the 

* World : for you muft know, my Dear, 
*faid ihe to Boo$h^ that little Betty is 
*walk'd off this Morning, and hath 
^ carried all my Linen with her. 

* How, my Dear, cries Booths little 
« Betty robb'd you ! 

* It is even fo, anfwer*d Amelia. Indeed 

* Ihe fpoke Truth ; for little Betty having 

* perceived the Evening before that her 

* Miftrefs was moving her Goods, was 

* willing to lend all the Affiftance in her 

* Power, and had accordingly mov'd off 

* early that Morning, taking with her 

* whatever ihe could lay her Hands on. 

Booth expreffed himfelf with fome 
Paflion on the Occafion, and fwore he 
would make an Example of the Girl. * If 
*the little Slut be above Ground, cried 

* he, I will find her out and bring her to 
' Juftice. 

* I am really forry for this Accident, faid 

* Mrs. James^ and ("tho' I know not how to 

* jnention it) I beg you'll give me Leave to 

♦ pffcr 
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* offer you any Limen of mitre, 'till you 
^ can make new of your own. 

Amelsaxhzxik*d Mrs.yames^ but declined 
the Favour, faying flie Ihould do well 
enough at home ; and that as (he had no 
Servant now to take Care of her Children, 
flie could not, nor would not leave them 
on any Account. 

* Then bring Matter and Mifs with you, 
« faid Mrs. James. You fhall pofitively 

* dine with us To-morrow. 

^ I beg. Madam, you will mendon^ it 
^ no more, faid AmUa ; for befides the 
^ fubftantial Reafons I have already given, 

* 1 have fome Things on my Mirtd at 

* prefent which make me unfit for Com- 

* pany; and I am refolved nothing fhali 

* prevail on me to ftir from home- 

Mrs. Jamss had carried her Invitation 
already to the very utmoft Liaiits of 
Good-Breedii^ if not beyond them. She 
delifted therefore from goii^ any further, 
and after fome lliort Stay longer to(^ her 
"Leave, with many Ej^xneflSons of Coocernu 
wiiick kowtrer great as it was left her Heart 
and her Mouth togetfaer» bcfwe flii was out 
of the Houfe. BMb 
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Booth now deckt^d that he would go iri 
Purfuit of little iS^//)^ againft whom he 
vowed fo much Vengeance, that Amelid 
cndcavourM to moderate his Anger by 
reprefeoting to hJai the Girrs Youth, and 
diat ttus was the firft Fault (he had ever 
been guilty of. * Indeed, fays (he, I 

* (hould be very giad to have my Things 

* again, and I would have the Girl too 

* puni(h'd in fome Degree, which might 

* poifibly be for her own Good ; but I 

* tremble to think of taking away her 
' life : for Booth in his Rage had (wora 
^ he would hang her. 

• I know the Tendernefs of your Heart, 

* my Dear, faid Booths and I love you 

* for it \ but I muft beg Leave to difTent 

* from your Opinion. I do not think the 

* Girl . in any Light an Objeft of Mercy. 

* She is not only guilty of Diflionefty, 

* but of Cruelty : for fhe muft know our 

* Situation, and the very little we had 
^ left. She is befides guilty of Ingratitude 

* to you, who have treated her with fo 
« much Kindnefs, that you have rather 
« aAed the Part of a Mother than of a 

* Miftrefs. And fo far from thinking her 
« Youth an Excufe, I think it rather an 

* Aggra- 
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Aggravation. It is true indeed there 
arc Fruits which the Youth of the Party 
very ftrongly recommends to our Par- 
don. Such are all thofc which proceed 
from Gireleflhefsy and Want of Thought ; 
but Crimes of this black Die, which 
are committed with Deliberation and 
itnply a bad Mind, deferve a more fevere 
Puniihment in a young Perfon than in 
one of riper Years : for . what muft 
the Mind be in old Age which hath ac^^ 
quir*d fuch a Degree of Perfeftion in 
Villainy fo very early ! Such Perfons as 
thefe it is really a Charity to the Public 
to put out of the Society ; and indeed 
a Religious Man would put them out of 
the Worid for the Sake of themfelves ; 
for whoever underflands any Thing of 
Human Nature muft know, that fuch 
People the longer they live, the more 
they will accumulate Vice and Wic- 
kednefs. 

* Well, my Dear, cries Amelia^ I cannot 
argue with you on thefe Subjeds. I (hall 
always fubmit to your fuperior Judg- 
ment, and I know you too well to think 
that you will ever do any Thing cruel. 



Booth 
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Booib then left Jmelia to the Care of 
her Children, and went in Purfuit of the 
Tliicf. 

CHAP. VI. 

jt Scene of the Tragic Kind. 

TT E iiad not been long gone, before a 
JLX thundring Knock was heard at the 
Door of theHoufe where Anelia lodged, 
and prefcntlyafter a Figure all pale, ghaft- 
ty, and alnipft breathlefs, rufh'd into the 
Kopm where flic then was with her 
Children. 

This Figure Amelia foon recognized to. 
be Mrs. Atkinfon^ tho* indeed Ihe was fo 
difgtrifed that at her firft Entrance Amelia 
fcarce knew her. Her Eyes were funk in 
her Head, her Hair difhevelled, •id not 
only her Drefs but every Feature in her 
Face was in the utmoft Diforder, 



'V 



Amelia was greatly fliock^d at this Sight, 
and the little Girl was much frighcned ; as 
for the Boy he immediately knew her, 
and running to Amelia, he cried, * La! 

I f Manama, 
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* Mamma, what is the Matter with poor 

* Mxs/Atkinfon ? 

As foon as Mrs. Akinfon recovered her 
Breath, (he cried out * O Mrs. Bo$tb^ 

* I am the moft miferable of Women, I 

* have loft the beft of Hulbands.' 

Amelia looking at her with all the Ten- 
demefs imaginable; forgetting, I believe^ 
that there h»i ever been any Quarrel be- 
tween them — faid-^— ^* GoodHeavens^ 
^ Madam, what's the Matter ? 

* O Ms^Booiby anfwer'd flie, I fear I 

* have loft my Hufband. The Doftor 

* fays, there is but little Hope of his Life. 

* O Madam, however! have been in the 

* Wrong I am fure you will forgive me 

* and pity me. I am fure I am feverely 

* puniih'd : for to that curfed AflFair I owe 

* all my Mifery. 



^ Indeed, Madam, cries, ^melia^ I >o^ 

* extremely concerned for your Misfor- 

* tunei But pray teH me * hath any Thing 

* happened to the Serjeant ? 

* O Madam, cries fhc, I have the great- 
« eft Reafon to fear I fh^ lofe him. The 

* Doftor 




£ 
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ftor hath almofl: given him oven- 
: fays he hath fcarce any Hopes.- 
Madam, that Evening that the fatal 
uarrel happen'd between us» ray dear 
aptain took it fo to Heart, that he fat 
p all Night and drank a whole Bottle 
t Brandv.—— Indeed, he faid, he 
?i(k'd to kill himfelf : for notbinff cotild 
lave hurt him fo much in the World, 
he faid, as to have any Quarrel betweetf 
ou and me. His Concern and what 
e drank together threw him into a high 
Fever. — -So that when I came home 

* from my Lord's— (for indeed, Madam^ 
^ I have been and ict all to Rights-i-^— — 

* Your Reputation is now in no Danger. 
^ When I came home, I fay, I found the 

* poor Man in a raving delirious Fit, and 

* m that he hath continued ever fince *till 
^ about an Hour ago^ when he came per- 

* fe^Iy to his Senfes i but now he fays he 
^ is fure he fhalt die, and begs fojr Heaven's^ 

* Sake to fee you firft. Would you, Ma- 

* dam, would you have the Gdodnefs to- 

* grant my poor Captain's Defire, confi- 
^ der he is a dying Man, and neither he 

* nor I (hall ever a(k you -a fecond Favour. 
^ He fays he hath fomething to fay to you 
^ that he can mention to no other Perfon, 

I z ^ and 
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^ and that he cannot die in Peace unlefs 
^ he fees you. 

* * Upon my Word, Madam, cries j^e* 
f It A, I am extremely concerned at what 

* you tell me. I knew the. poor Serjeant 

* from his Infancy, and always had an 
^ AfFedbibn for hin), as I think him to be 
^ one of .the . beft^natur'd and honefleft 
^ Creatuijca upon Earth. I am fure if I 

* could do him any Service,— -r- but of 

* what Ufc can my going be ?— - 

, ^ Of the highefl: in the World, anfwer'd 

* Mrs. Aikinfm, Jf you' knew how ear- 

* neftly he entreated it, how his poor 
^ breaking Heart begged to fee you, you 
' would not refiife.' 



c 



* Nay, I do not abfolutely refufe, cries 
Amelia. Something to fay to me of 

* Confequence, and that he could not die 

* in Peace, unlefs he faid it-^Did he fay 

* that, Mxi.Atkinfon ? 

• f Upon . my Honour he did, anfwer'd 
^ ihe, and much more than I have, re- 
flated. 

^... J Well, 
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* Well, I will go with you/ cries yfer^^ 
Ua. ^ I cannot guefs what this fliould be ^ 

• biit I will go.* 

Mrs. Atkinfon then poured out a thou* 
iand BlefTings and Tnankfgivings ; and 
taking hold of Amelia^ s Hand, and eagerly 
kifling it, cried out-^^ How trouid that 

• FuryPalfion drive me to quarrel with 
« fuch a Creature V 

Amelia told her fhe had forgiven and 
forgot it s and then calling up the Miftrels 
of the Houfe, and committing to her the 
Care of the Children, (he clbaked herfelf 
up as well as (he could, and fet out with 
Mrs« Atkinfon. 

When they arrived at the Houie, Mr», 
Aiki^ffm faid (he would go firft and give the 
Captain feme Notice ; for that it Amelia 
entered the Room unexpeftedly, the Sur- 
prize might have an ill E{Feft. She l^f 
therefore Amelia in the Parlour, and pro- 
ceeded direftly up Stairs. ' 

Poor Atkinfon^ weak and had as. was his 
Condition, no fooner heard that Amelia was 
come, than he difcovered great Joy in his 

I 3 Coun- 
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Countenance, and prefently afterwards fhe 
was introduced to him. 

• 

Atkinfon exerted his utmoft Strength te 
thank her for this Goodnefs to a dying 
Mati^ (fol* fo he called hinifelf.) He iaid 
he fliould not have prefumed to g^ve her 
this Trouble, had he not had foniethipg^ 
which he thought of Confequence, to fa^ 
to hei^, ai^' which he could HQt mention 
to any other Perfon. He then defired hit 
Wife to give him a little Box, of which 
he always kept the Key hinnfelf, and after- 
wards begged her to leave the Room for 
a few Minutes; at which neither ihe, nor 
Amelia^ exprclfcd any DiQatisfaAion* 

When he was alone with Anuiia^ he 
fpoke as follows : * This, Madam, is the 

* Jaft Time my Eyfes Will ever behold 

• What— ^ — Do pardon me. Madam, I will 

•never offend you more.' Here he 

funk down in his Bed, and the Tears 
guflied from his Eyes. 

• Why fliould you fear to ofFcnd me, 
*• Joe^* faid Amelia ; * I am Aire you never 
•* dkl any Thii^ willingly to offend mc.' 




Ch. 6. A M £ L I A. lys 

* No, Madam/ anfwered he* • I would 

* die a thoufand Times before I would 

* have ventured it in the fmalleft Matter. 

* But 1 cannot fpeak — and yet I muft. 

* You cannot pardon me, and yet perhaps 

* as I am a dying Man, and never mall fee 

* you more.— -Indeed, if I was to live 

* after this Difcovcry, I fliould never dare 

* to look you in the. Face again— —and 

* yet>- Madam, to think I (hall never fee 

* you more is worfc than ten thoufand 

* bcaths. 

• Indee^d, Mr. Atkinfon^ cries Amelia^ 
blufhinc, icnd looking down on the Floor, 
^ [ mUK-not bear you talk in this manner. 
*- If you hattt -any thing to fay; teH it me, 

* ana do not be afraid of my Anger ; for I 

* think I may promife to forgive whatever 
^ it was poflTible you ihould do. 

^ Here then. Madam,* faid he, • is your 

* Pifture, I ftole it when I was eighteen 

* Years of Age, and have kept it ever 
^ fince. It is let in Gold; with three little 

* Diamonds, and yet I can truly fay, it 
^ was not the Gold nor the Diamonds 

* which I ftole it was that Face which, 

* if I had been the Emperor of the World — 
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• I muft not hear any more of this •,* 
•« faid (he, — * comfort youpfelf, Joe^ fiid 
'' think no more of tWs Matter. Be af- 

* fured I freely and heartily forgive you— - 

* But pray compofe yourfelf j come, let 

* me call in your Wife. 

' Firfl, Madam, let me beg one Fa- 

* vour' — cried he, • confidcr it is the laft, 

* and then I Ihall die in Peace— —let me 

* kifs that Hand before I die. 

• Well, nay,* fays fhe, * I don't know 

* what I am doing— well — there — fhe then 
carelefly gave him her Hand, which 
he put gently to his Lips, and then 
prefently let it drop and iell back in the 
Bed. 

Jmelta now fummoncd Mrs. Aihn* 
fon^ who was indeed no further oflf than 
juft without the Door. She then haftened 
down Stairs and called for a great Glafs 
of Water, which having drank off flie 
threw herfelf into a Chair, and the Tears 
ran plentifully from her Eyes with Com- 
panion for the poor Wretch fhe had juft 
left in his Bed. 



To 
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To fay the Truth, without any Injury 
to her Challityt that Heart ^hich had (tood 
firm as a Rock to all the Attacks of Title 
and Equipage, of Finery and. Flattery, and 
which all the Treafures of the Univerfe 
could not have purchafed, was yet a little 
fcftened by the plain, honed; tnodeft, in- 
voluntary, delicate, heroic Pafllon of this 
poor and humble Siyain ; for whom, in 
ipite of herfelf, Ihe felt a momentary Ten- 
demefs and Complacence, at which Booihy 
if he had known it^ would perhaps have 
been difpleafed. 

Having ftaid fome Time in the Parlour, 
and not finding Mrs. Atkhifon come down, 
(for indeed her Hulband was then fb bad 
Ibe could not quit him) Amelia left a 
Meflage with the Maid of the Houfe for 
her Miftrefs, purporting that fhe fhould 
be ready to ' do any thing in her Power to 
ferve her, and then left the Houfe with a* 
Confufion on her Mind that ihe had never 
felt before, and which any Chaftity that 
is not .hevrn out of Marble mud feel on 
fo tender and delicate an Occafioo. 



^•5 CHAP. 
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^ carry back the Shifts top as foon as ever 

* I could get Money to take them out.' 

The Girl having told them where the 
Pawnbroker lived, the Juftice fent to 
him, to produce the Shifts, which he pre- 
fcntly did ; for he expefted that a War- 
rant to fearch . his Houfe woukl be the 
Confequence of his RefufaL 

The Shifts being produced, on which 
the honeft Pownbroker had lent five Shil- 
lings, appeared plainly to be worth above 
thirty: Indeed when new they had coft 
much more. So that by their Goodnefs> 
as well as by their Size> it was certain they 
could not have belonged to the Girl. 

Booth grew very warm againft the Pawn- 
^)roker. ' I hope, Sir,' faid he to the Ju- 
ftice, ' there is fome Punilhment for this 

* Fellow likewife, who fb plainly appears 

* to hiave known that thefe Goods were 
*, ftolen. The Shops of thefe Fellows may 
^ indeed be called the Fountains of Theft : 

* For it is in reality the Encouragement 

* which they meet with from thefe Receivers 

* of their Goods that induces Men very of- 

* ten to become Thieves s fo that thefe de- 

♦ ferve 
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' ferve equal, if not feverer Punifhment 

* than the Thieves themfelves/ 

The Pawnbroker protefted hfe Innocence^ 
And denied the taking in the Shifts. Indeed 
in this he fpoke Truth ; for he had dipt 
into an inner Room, as was always his 
Cuflop on thefe Occafions, and left a little 
Boy to do the Bufinefs ; by v^hich Means 
he had carried on the Trade of receiving fto- 
kn Goods for many Years with Iippunity, 
and had been twice acquitted <Lt the OU^ 
Bail)\ though the Juggle appeared upon 
the moft manifeft Evidence. 

As the Juftice was going to ifpeak he» 
was interrupted by the Girl, who falling 
upon her Knees to Booth with many Tears 
begged his Forgivencfs. * 

^ Indeed, Bettys cries Bootb^ < you do 

• not deftrve Forgivenefs ; for you know » 

• very good Realbns why you fliould not 

• have thought of robbing your Miftrefe, 

* particularly at this Time. And wbat'^ 

• further Aggravates your Crime is, that 

* you have robbed the beft and kindeft 
' Miftrefs in the World. Nay, you are 

* not only guilty of Felony, but or a felo- • 
I nious Breach of Truft j for you know } 

' very 
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c very well every thing your Miftrefs had 
< was intrufted to your Oire/ 

Now it happened by very great Acci- 
dent that the Juftice betore whom the Girl 
Was brousht underftood the Law. Turn- 
ing therefore to Bootbj he faid, * Do you 

• &y, Sir^ that this Girl was intrttfted with 

• the Shifts ? 

. * Yes, Sir/ faid Sootb^ « Ihe was in- 

* trufted with every thing ? 

• And will you fwear that the Goods 

* ftolen,* faid the Juftice, * are worth forty 
« killings ? 

• No. indeed. Sir, anfwercd Soofb^ nor 
f that they are worth thirty either. 

• Then, Sir, cries the Juftice, * the Girl 
5 cannot be guilty of Felony. 

• How, Sir,* faid Bootbj • is it not a 

* Breach of Truft ? And is not a Breach of 
^ Truft Felony, and the worft Felony too ? 

• No, Sir,* anfwered the Juftice, ' a 

• Breach of Truft is no Crime in our Law, 
t unlets it be in a Servant, and then the 

• Aa 
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* Aft of Parliamcnr reauires the Goods 

* taken to be of the Value of forty Shil- 
! lings. 

' So then a Servant,' oies Bootb^ < may 
^ rob his Mailer of thirty-nine Shillings 

* whenever he pleafes, and he can*t be. 

* puniihed. 

^ If the Goods are under his Care, he 

* can*t,' cries the Juftice. 

* I aflc your Pardon, Sir,* {z.y% Booth. 
^ I do not doubt what you fay ; but furc 
t this is a very extraordinary Law. 

* Perhaps I think fo too,* faid the Ju- 
ftice % ^ but it belongs not to any Officer 
^ to make nor to mend Laws. My Bu- 
^ finefs is 9nly to execute them. If there- 
^ fore the Cafe be as you lay, I mull dif- 
< charge the GirL 

* I hope however, you will punilh the 
f . Pawnbroker,' cries Booth. 

m 

, * If the Girl is difcharged,' cries the 
Juftice, * fo mull be the Pawnbroker: For 

* if the Goods are not llolen, he cannot be 

• guilty of receiving them, knowing them 

* to 
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► « to be ftolcn. And befides as to his Of- 

* fence, to fay the Truth, I am almofl: 

* weary of profecuting it ; for fuch are the 

* Difficulties laid in the Way of thi^ Pro- 
^ fecution, that it is almoft impoflible to 
^ convid any one on it» And to fpeak my 
^ Opinion plainly, iuch are the Laws, and 

* fuch the Method of Proceeding, that one 
^ would alnooft think our Laws were ra« 
' ther made for the Frotedion of RogueSj^ 
' than for the Puhiflim«it of them/ 

Thus ended this Examinatidn ; the 
Thief and the Receiver went about their 
Bufinefs ^ and Baofb departed, in order to 
go home to his Wife, 

In his Way home, Booib was met by a 
Lady in a Chair ; who, immediately upon 
feeing him, ftopt her Chair, bolted out of 
it, and* going dire<flly up to him, faid:' 

* So, Mr. BooH^y you have kept your Word 

* with me.* 

This Lady was no other than Mifs A4ia- 
thtws ; and the Speech (he meant was of a 
Promife made to her at the Mafquenufe, 
of vifiting her within a Day or two ; . 
which whether he ever intended to keep I 
cannot fey ; but in Truth the fcveral Ac- 
4 cidents 
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cidents that had fince happened to him,- 
had fo difcompofed his Mindj chat he had 
abfolutely forgot it. 

Bootb however was too fenfibte, and too 
well bred 9 to make the Excufe of Forge t- 
fulnefs to a Lady ; nor could he readily 
find any other. While he flood therefore 
hefitating, and looking not over wife. Mils 
MaiJbewj laid : * Well, Sir, fince by your 
' Confufion I fee you have fome urace 

* left ; I will pardon you on one Conditi- 

* on, and that is, that you will fup with 

* me this Night. But if you fail me now» 

* expe6t all the Revenge of an injured 
^ Woman.' She then bound herfelf by a 
mod outrageous Oath, that flie would 
complun to lus Wife — * And I am fure,* 
lays flie, * ihe is ib miich a Woman of 

* Honour, as to do mc Juftice. — And tho* 
^ I inifcarried in mr fiift Attempt, be a& 

I fured I will take Care of my fecond.^ 

I, 

Booib afked what (he meant by her firft 
Attempt ; to which ihe anfwered, that Ihe 
had alreadv writ his Wife an Account of 
his ill Ufage of her, but that fhe was 
pleafed it had mifcarried. She then re- 
peated her A0everations, that fhe would 
now do' it cffeftually, if he difappointed 
fecr. ^ This 
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This Threat (he reckoned would moft 
certainly terrify poor jBoa/it, and indeed 
flie was not miftaken ; for I believe it 
would have befen impoflible, by any other 
Menace, or by any other Means, to havfe 
brought him once even to balance in his 
Mind on this Queftion. But by this Threat 
ibe prevailed, and Booth promifed, upon 
his Word and Honour, to come to her at 
the Hour fhe appointed. After which (he 
took Leave of him with a Squeeze by tht 
Hand, and a fmiling Countenance, and 
Walked back to her Chair. 

; But however fhe might be plealed with 
having obtained this Promife^ BMb wai 
ifar item being delighted with the Thoughts 
of having given it. He looked indeed up^ 
on the Confequences of this Meeting with 
Horrour ; but as to the CoiiSTequence which 
was fo apparently intended by the Lady^ 
he refolved againft it. At length he canie 
€0 this Determination ; to go according to 
his Appointment, to argue the Matter with 
the Lady, and to convince her, if poflible, 
that from a regard to his Honour only, 
he muft difcontinuie her Acquaintance. If 
this failed to fatisfy her, and (he ftill perfifted 
In her Threats to acquaint his Wife with 

cfad 
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the Aflfair, he then refolved, whatever 
Fains it cx)(t him, to communicate the 
whole Truth himfclf to Amelia^ from whofe 
Goodnefs he doubted not but to obtain 
an abfolute Remillion. 

CHAP. VIII. 

In which Amelia appears in a Ugbt mon 

amiable than gay. 

WE will now return to Amelia^ whom 
we left in fome Perturbation of 
Mind departing from Mrs. Atkinfon. 

Though j(he had before walked through 
the Streets in a very improper Drefs with 
Mrs. Aihnfonj ihe was unwilling, efpeciaUy 
as ihe was alone, to return in the fame 
Manner. Indeod Ihe was fcarce able to 
walk in her prefent Condition -, for the Cafe 
•f poor Athinfon had much affe&ed her 
trader Heart, and her Eyes had overflown 
with many Tears. 

It occurred likewife to her at prefent, 

that ihe had not a fingle Shilling in her 

Pocket, or at home, to provide Food for 

herfelf and her Family. In this Situation 

ihe refolved to go immediately to the Gcn^ 

tlcman 
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tieman recommended to her by the Re- 
gifter-Office, and to depofice her Pidlure 
lor what ihe could raife upon it. She then 
immediately took a Chair, and put her 
Dcfign in Execution. 

The intrihjBc Value of the Gold, in which 
this Pi^re was fet> and of the Uttk Dia- 
ihonds which furrounded it, amounted to 
nine Guineas. This therefore was advanced 
to her ; and.the prettieft Face in the World 
(fuch is often the Fate of Beauty) waa dc- 

j)ofited, as cf no Vadue into the Bargain. 

• • # » 

When fhe came Jiome, ihe found the 
ioUowing Letter from Mrs. Akin/gn. 

* As I know your Goodnefs, I could 

* HOC delay a Moment acquainting you 

* with the happy Turn of my Affairs unce 

* you went. The great Do<5tor, who bc- 

* fore attended the Captain, having given 

* him over, I was advifed to fend for a 

* Gentleman, of whom a Friend of the 

* Captain's gives me the greateft Charac- 

* ter; though my Apothecary fays he kills 

* every one he comes near. This Gentfo- 

* man, the Moment he came, afllirecf mo, 

* my Hufband, the Captain, was on the 

* re- 
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' recovery, and in very little Danger ; and 
■ I really think he is iince mended. I 

* hope to wait on you foon with better 

* News ; for I really think the true Afc- 

* cbaon^ of whom Iiomer fpeaks fo greatly, 

* is come to the Captain's Affiftance. Hca- 
' vens blefs you, dear Madam, and believe 

* me to be, with the utmoft Sincerity, 

f Tour mqft obliged^ 

• obedient bumble Servant^ 

* Atkinfon.* 

Amelia was really pleafed with this Let- 
ter ; and now it being pad; Four o'Qock, 
ihe defpaired of feeing the Captain till the 
Evening. She therefore provided fomc 
Tarts for her Children ; and then eating 
nothing but a Slice of Bread and Butter 
herfcjf; Ibc began to prepare for her Huf- 
hand's Supper- 

There were two Things of which her 
Hufband was particularly fond, which, 
though it n^^y brine the Si[pplic!ty of his , 
Tafte into gre^t Contempt with Jome of 
my Readers, I will venture to name. Thefe 
were a Fowl and Egg Sauce, and Mutton 
Broth ; both which Amelia immediately 
pyrch^ed. 

A$ 
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As foon as the Qock ftrucfc feven, the 
good Creature went down into the Kttcheni" 
and began to exercife her Talents of 
Cookery, ot which fhe was agreat Mif- 
trefs, as Ihe was of every CCconomical 
Office, from the highcft to the loweft; 
and as no Woman could outfhinc her in a 
Drawing- Room, fo none could make the 
Drawing-Room itfelf fhine brighter than 
Arnelia. And if I may fpeak a bold Truth, 
I queftion whether it be poflible to view 
this line Creature rn a more amiable Light, 
than while (he was dreffing her Hufband's^ 
Supper with her little Children playing* 
round her. 

It was now half an Hour paft Eight, 
and the Meat almoft ready, theTable likewife 
neatly fpread with Materials, borrowed from 
her Landlady, and Ihe beg^n to grow a 
little uneafy at Boctb^s not returning ; when 
a fudden Knock at the Door roufed her 
Spirits, and (he cried, * There, my Dear, 
* there is your good Papa ;' at which 
"Words (he darted fwiftly up Stairs, and 
opened the Door to her Hu(band. 

She defired her Hu(band to walk up into 
the Dining-Room, and Ihe would come to 

him 
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bim in an lolUnt } for fbe was defirous to 
rocreafe his Plcafure« by furprifing him 
wkh his two favourite Diflieab She then 
Rrent down again to the Kitchen, where 
che Maid of the Houfe undertook to fend 
ap the SupTCr, and (he with her Children 
icxumtd to oooib. 

He then told her coocilely what had 
bappened, with relation to the Girl-~Ta 
irmch ihe fcarce made any Anfwer ; but 
ifked him if he had not dined. He af- 
fared her he had not eat a Morfel the Whole 
Day. * Well/ fays (he, ^ my Dear, I am 

* a Fellow-fuSerer i but we (hall both en- 
^ joy our Supper the more : For I have 
^ made a little Provifion for you, as I 
V guefled what might be the Cafe. I have 
' goc you a Botde of Wine too. And 
' here is a clean Cloth and a finiling Coun- 
' tonance^ my dear fPlll. Indeed I am in 
^ unufual good Spbrits To-night, and I 
' have maqe a Promife to the Children, 

* .urtijch you. muft cwfirm v I have pro- 
y aaifird to let them fit up iMs one Night 

* to Supper with us. Nay, don't look 

Mb ferious •, caft off all ungify Thoughts 
' —1 have a Prefcnt lor you. herfr— No 

* Matter how I came by it.' At which 

Words ihe put eight Guineas mto his 

Hand) 
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Hand, crying : * Come, my dear BtU^ 

* be gty — ^Fortune will yet be kind to us — 

* at IcmI let us be happy this Night. In- 

* deed the Pkafures of many Women, 
^ during their whole Lives, will not amount 

* to my Happinefs this Night, if you will 
^ be in good Humour/ 

Booth fetched a deep Sigh, and cried— 

* How unhappy am I, my Dear, that I 

* can't fop with you To-night !* 

As In the delighRil Month xAJune^ when 
the Sky is all ferene, and the whole Face 
of Nature looks with a pleafed and fmiling' 
A(jpe(5t, fuddenly a darlc Cloud fpreads it- 
felt over the Hemifphere, the Sun vanifhes 
from our Sight, and every Objedt is ob- 
fcured by a dark and horrid Gloom. So 
happened it to Amelia ; the Joy that had en-' 
lightened every Feature difappeared in a 
Moment ; the LAiftre forfook her fhining 
Eyes ; and all the little Loves, that played 
and wantoned in her Cheeks, hung their 
dreoping Heads, and with a faint trem-' 
bling Voice flie repeated her Hufband's' 
Word«: 'Not fup with me to Nighi^ 

* my Dear !* 
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« Indeed, my Dear/ anfwered he, * I 
^ cannot. I need not tell you how uneafy 
^ it makes me, or that I am as much dif- 

* appointed as yourfelf ; but I am engag* 
^ ed to fup abroad. I have abfolutely given: 

* my Honour \ and beddes, it is on Bulinefs. 

* of Importance/ 

* My Dear,* faid fhe, * I fay no more." 
I am convinced you would not willingly 
£lip frono me. I own it is a very parti- 
cular Difappointment to me to Night* 
when I had propofed iinufual Pleaiure 5 
but the fame Reafon which is fufficienc 
f to you, ought to be fo to me.' 

Boolb made his Wife a Compliment on 
her ready Compliance, and then aflced her, 
what fhe intended by giving him that 
Money, or how fhe came by it. 

< I intend, my Dear,' faid fhe, ^ tm 

* ^ve it you •, that is all. As to the Man- 

* jier in which I came by it, you know, 

* Billy J that is not very material. You 

* are well affured I got it by no Means* 

* wJiich would difpleaie you ; and perhaps 

* another Time I may tell you*' 

Vol. IV, K Boo^lb 
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Boolh afked no farth^ Qudiions; but 
he returned her, and infifted on her taking 
all but one Guinea) faying (he was the 
fefcft Trcafurer. He then promiied her ta 
, maJce all the Hafte home in his Power, 
and he hoped, he faid, to be with her in an 
Hour and Half at fartheft, and then took 
his Leave. 

When he was gone, the poor difappoint- 
ed Amelia fat down to Supper with her Chil* 
dren ; with whole Company fhe was forced 
to confole herfelf for the Abfence of her 
Huiband, 

» 

CHAP. IX- 

A very tragic Scene. 

TH E Clack had ftruck Eleven, and 
Amelia was juft proceeding to put 
her Children to Bed, when fhe heard a 
Knock at the Street Door. Upon which 
the Boy cried out, ^There^s Papa, Mamma, 
' pray let me ftay and fee him before I 
* go to Bed.* This was a Favour very 
eafily obtained ; for Amelia inftantly ran 
down Stairs, exulting in the Goodnefs of 
her Huiband for returning fo foon^ though 

Half 
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Half an Hour was already elapfed be- 
yond the Time in which he promifed to 
return. 

Poor Anelia was now again difappointed } 
for it was not her Hufband attheDoor, 
but a. Servant with a Letter for him, which 
he delivered into her Hands* She imme- 
diately returned up Stairs, and faid — ' It 

* was not your Papa, my Dear; but I 
^ hope ic> is one who hath brought us fomc 

* good News.* For Booth had told her, 
that he hourly expefted to receive fuch 
from the great Man, and had defired her 
to open any Letter which came to him in 
hisAbfence, 

Amelia therefore broke open the Letter, 
and read as follows. 

* S I R, 

* After what hath paft between us, I 

* need only tell you that I know you fup- 

* ped this very Night alone with Mifs 
« Mathews : a Faft which will upbraid 
*. you fuffidently, without putting me to 

* that Trouble; and will very well account 
*» for my defiring the Favour of feeing you * 
*• To-morrow in Hide- Park at Six in th^ 

* Morning. You will forgive me remind- 
t • K z * ing 
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* iog:you once more how inexcufable this 

* Behaviour is in you who are poffefTed in 

* your own Wife of the moft ineftimable 

* Jewel, 
; { * Tours^ &c. 

\ T. James^ 
M fliall bring Piftols with me/ 

It is not eafy to defcribe the Agitation of 
Ameli^^'s ,Mind when fhe read this Letter. 
She threw herfelf into her Chair, turned as 
pale a$ Death,, began to tremble all over, 
and had ju(t: Power enough left to tap the 
Bottle of Wine, which fhe had hitherto 
preferved, entire for her Hufband, and to 
drink off a krge Bumper. 

The little Boy perceived the ftrange 
Symptoms which appeared in his Mother ; 
and running to her, he cried, * What's the 

* Matter, my dear Mamma, you don't 

* look well ? — No Harm hath happened to 

* poor Papa, I hope — Sure that bad Man 

* hath not carried him away again/ 

Amelia anfwered, ' No, Child, nothing- 

* — nothing at all.' And then a large 

Shower of Tears came to her Afliftance ; 

. which prefently after produced the fame in 
the Eyes of both the Children. 

Amelia^ 
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Amelia^ after a fh'ort Silence, lodking 
tenderly at her Children, cry'd out, ' It 

• is too much, too much to bear. Why 

• did I bring thefe little Wretches into 

• the World ! Why were thefe InnocentS 

• born to fuch a Fats !' — She then threw 
her Arms round theni both, (for they were 
before embracing her Knees) and cried. 

• O my Children! my Children! Forgive 

• me, my Babes— Forgive m'e that I hav^ 

• brought ycu into fuch a World as this. 

• You are undone — my Children are un- 

• done.' 



ff-:, ^^r-T^^x y.- 



?i^. The little Boy^nfWfr«4.with great Sfiifit,. 

* 1 don^t can!' ilnwtflrjg liii Liuiijj, unc^one^ 

* —Don't cry fo upon our Accounts— wc 
^ arc both very wtll ; indeed we ar e- '- 
« But do pray tejl u^. I am fure fome 

* Accident hath happened to poor Papa,* 

* Mention him no nK>re,* cries Amelia^-^ 
•your Papa is— indeed he is a wicked 

* Man— he cares not for any of us— — O 

* Heavens, is this the Happincfs I promif- 

* cd myfeif this Evening!* — —At which 
Words (he- fell into an Agony, holding 
bgth her Children in her Arms. 

K 3 The 
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TJtc* Maid of the Houfe now entered 
the Roonii with a Letter in her Hand^ 
^htch fhe had received from a Porter, 
wfaofe Arrival the Reader will not wonder 
to have been unheard by Amelia in her 
prefent Condition. 

The Maid, upon her Entrance bto die 
lloom, perceiving the Situation of AmekOf 
cried out, ^ Good Heavens ! Madam, 

* what's the Matter ?' Upon which Jmeka^ 
who had a little recovered herfelf after the 
laft violent Vent of her Pafiion,' fbuted up 
and cried — * Nothing, Mrs. Sufan--^ nothing 

* extraordinary. I am fubjed to thefe 
' Fits fometimes •, but I am very well 

* now. Come, my dear Children, I am 
^ very well again 5 indeed I am. You 
; muft now go to Bed ; Mrs. Sufan will 
^ be fo good as to put you to Bed.' 

« But why doth not Papa love us V 
cries the little Boy, ' I am furc we have 

* none of us done any Thing to difoblige 

* him.' 

This innocent Queftion of the Child (6 
ftung Amelia^ that ihe had the utmoft Dif- 
ficulty to prevent a Relapfe* However 
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fhe took another Dram of Wine ; for fo 
it might be called to her, who was the 
moft temperate of Women, and never 
exceeded three Glafles on any Occafion. 
In this Glafs (he drank her Children's 
Health, and foon after fo well foothed, 
and compofed them, that they went qui- 
etly away with Mrs. Su/an. 

■ 

The Maid, in the Shock ihe had con- 
ceived at the melancholVf indeed frightful 
Scene, which had preiented itfelf to her 
at her firft coming into the Room, had 
quite forgot the Letter, which fhe held in 
her Hand. However, juft at her Depar- 
ture, (he recolle<^ed it» and delivered it to 
jfmelia % who was ho fooner alone, than 
ihe opened it, and read as follows, 

• My dear^ fweeteft Lroe^ 
* I write this from the Baili6F's Houfe, 

* where I was formerly, and to which I 
^ am again brought at the Suit of thsc 

* Villain* Trent. I have the Misfortune 

* to think I owe this Accident (I mean 

* that it happened to Night) to my own 

* Folly, in endeavouring to keep a Secret 

* from you— O my Dear, had I nad Refo- 

* lution to confefs my Crime to you, your 

* Forgivenefs would, I am convinced, 

K4 * have 
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have coft me only a few Blufhes, and I 
had now been happy in your Arms. 
Fool that I was to leave you on fuch 
an Account, and to add to a former 
.Tranfgreffion a new one. — ^Yet by Hea- 
vens I mean not a Tranfgreffion of the 
like kind; for of that I am not, nor 
ever will be guilty ; and when you know 
the true Reafon of my leaving you To- 
night, i think you will pity, rather than 
upbraid mc. I am fure you would, if 
you knew the Compun6tton with which 
I left you to go to the tno& worthlefs, 

the moft infamous Do guefs the 

fell- Guefs that Crime with which I 

cannot ftain my Paper — but ftill believe 
me no more guilty than I am — or, if it 
will kfien your Vexation at what hath 
befallen me, believe me as guilty as you 
pleafe, and think me, for a while at leaft, 
as undefcrving of you, as I think my- 
felf. This Paper and Pen arc fo bad, I 
queftion whether you can read what I 
write. I almoft doubt whether I wifli you 
fhould: Yet this I will endeavour to 
make as legible as I can Be comfort- 
ed, my dear Love, and ftill keep up 
your Spirits with the Hopes of better 
Days. The Dodor will be in Town To- 
morrow, and I truft on his Goodnefe for 

' my 
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* my Delivery once more from this Placet 
^ and that I (hall foon be able to repay 

* him. That Heaven may blefs and pfc- 

* fcrve you, is the Prayer of, 

* Af^deareft Love^ 
• Ihur ever fond affeSionattj 
^ and hereafter^ faitbfulHyfiumd, . 

* W. Booth/ 

Amelia pretty well guefl^d the obfcurc 
Meaning of this Letter, which though ac 
another Time it might have given her un- 
fpeakable Torment, was at prefent rather 
of the medicinal Kind, ,and ierved to allay 
her Anguifli. Her Anger to Booti> too 
began a little to abate, and was fottened 
by her Concern for his Misforcune. Up- 
on the whoky however, (he paH: a mifl- 
rable and (leeplefs Night, her gende Mind 
torn and diftraAed with various and coa* 
tending Pa(fions, dif^refTed with Doubts^ 
and wandrihg in a kind of Twilight, which 
preiented her only Objed^ of difftrent De- 
grees of Horrour, and where Wacjc Defpair 
clofed at a fmail Diflancc the gloomy* 
Profpeft. ; . 
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BOOK XII. 



CHAP. I. 

fie Book begins with polite Hifiory. 

BEFORE we return to the miferabfe 
Couple, whom we left at the End 
of the lad Book, we will give our 
Reader the more chearful View of the gajr 
and happy Family of Colonel James* 

Mrs. ^^m^'f when (he could not, as we 
have feen, prevail with AmUa to accept 
that Invitation, which at the Defire of the 
Colonel fhe had fo kindly ar^ obediently 
carried her, returned to her Hufband, and 
acquainted him with the ill Succefs of her 
Embafly j at which, to fay the Truth, fhe 

was 
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was almoft as tpuch difappoiRted as the 
Colonel himfelf : for he had not takeh a 
much ftronger Liking to Amelia^ than (he 
herfelf had conceived for Booib. This will 
account for iome Padages, which may 
have a little furprifed the Reader in the 
former Chapters of this Hiftory, as we were 
not then at Leifure to communicate to 
them a Hint of this Kind : It was indeed 
on Mr. BooiFs Account that fhe had been 
at the Trouble of changing her Drefs at 
the Mafquerade. 

But her Paflions of this Sort, happiljr 
for her, were not extremely ftrong -, flic 
was therefore ealily baulked, and as the 
met with no Encouragement from Bcoik, 
ihe foon gave way to the Impetuofity of 
Miis Matbews ; and from that Time fcarce 
thought more of the Affair, 'till her Huf- 
l)an(i'sDerign againft the Wife revived hcr^ 
likewife ; infomuch, that her Pailion was* 
at this Time, certainly (Irong enough for 
Beoib^ to produce a good hearty Hatred 
for AmeUay whom flie now abufed to the 
Colonel in very grofs Terms ; both on the 
Account of her Poverty, and her Info- 
lence : for fo fhe termed the Rcfufal of all 
her OFers. 

K6 The 
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» 

The Colonel^ feeing no Hopes of foon 
pofleffing his new Miftrefs, began, like a 
prudent! and wife Man, to turn hisThoughts 
towards the fecuring his old one. Front 
what his Wife had mentioned, concerning 
the Behariour of the Shepherdefs, and par- 
ticularly her Preference of B&oth^ he had 
little Doubt but that this was the identi>- 
cal Mifs ih£!7iA&.mf. He refolVed therefore 
xo watch her clofelf, in- hopes of difco** 
vering Bootb^s Intrigue with her. In thisi 
befides the Remainder of Aife£lion which 
he yet preferved for that Lady, he had 
another View,- as it would give him a fair 
•Pretence to quarrel with Bca^b ; who, by 
carrying on dits Intrigue,wouklhave broke 
his Word and Honour given to him. And 
he began now to hate poor Booib heartily^ 
from the fame Reafon from which Mrsi 
James had contrafled- her Ayerfion to ^ 
meSa. 

The Colonel therefore empfoyed ait 
inferior kind of Pimp to watch the Lodg- 
ings of Mi{s Maibewsy, and to acquaint 
him if £oaibi whoTe Perfon was known te^ 
the Pimp, made any Vifit there. 

-The 
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The Pimp faithfully performed his Of- 
fice, and having laft Night made the wi(h^ 
for Difcovery* immediately acquainted his 
Mafter with it. 

Upon tMs News the Colonel prclently 
^ifputched to Bootb the (hort Note whicn 
we have before feen. He fcnt it to his own 
Houfe inftead of Mifi Matbews\ with 
Hopes of that very Accident which aftually 
did happen. Not that he had any Ingre- 
dient of the Bully in him, and delired to 
be prevented from fighring, but with a 
Profpeft of injuring Boiofb in the Af5- 
fedion and Efteem of Amelia^ and of re- 
eommending himfctf fomewhat to her by 
appearing in the Light of her Champion ; 
for which Purpofe he added that Compli- 
ment to Ameli0 in his Letter. He con- 
cluded i>pon the whole, that, if Booth him- 
felf opened the Letter, he would certainly 
meet him the next Morning ; but if his 
Wife fhould open it before he came home, 
it m^ht have the Efiefts before men- 
tioned ', and for his future Expoftulation 
with Booths it would not be in Amelia^i 
Power to prevent it, 

Noif^ 
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Now it happened^ that thk Pimp had 
more Mailers than one. Ainongft thefe 
was the worthy Mr. Trenf^ for whom he 
had often don^ Buiineis of the pimping 
Vocation. He had been employed indeed 
in the Service o£ the great Peer himfelf* 
under the Dire&ion of the faid Trenl^ and 
was the very Perfon who had aiTdled the 
faid Trent in dogging Booth and his Wife 
to the Opera-Houfe on Mafquerade 
Night. 

This fubaltern Pimp was with his Sa- 

f)erior Trent Yefterday Morning, when he 
bund a Bailiff with him in order to re- 
ceive his Inftru£lions for the arrefting.fi^/i'i 
when the Bailiff faid it would be a very dif- 
ficult Matter to take him ; for that to his 
Knowledge he was as fhy a Cock as any in 
England. The Subaltern immediately ac* 
quainted Trent with the BujGnefs in which 
he was employed by the Colonel. Upon 
which Trent enjoined him the Moment he 
had fct him to give immediate Notice 
to the Bailiff J which he agreed to, and 
performed accordingly. 

The Bailiff, on receiving the Notice, 
immediately fet out for his Stand at an 

.. Alehoufc 
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Alehdufe wichin thife Doors of Mifs Mk^ 
ibews^s Lodgings^ At which, unfortu*^ 
iiafiely for poor Bo^th^ he arrived a very 
few Mmutes before Ba$ib left Chat Lady 
in order to return to Amdia. 

Tbe& wete ferer^ Matters^ ^ which we 
thought nectflary our Reader Ihoukl be 
informed ; for, befides that it conduces 

geady to a perfed Underftandbg of all 
iftory, there is no Exercife of the Mind 
of a fenfible Reader more pleafaat than 
die tracing the feveral fmall and almoft 
imperceptible Links in every Chain of 
Events by which all the great Actions of 
the Worid are produced. We will now in 
the next Chapter proceed with our Hiftory. 

C H A P. 11. 

lu which Amelia vtfits htr HuJbanL 

AM EL lA^ after much anxious think- 
ing, in which flie fometimes flattered 
berfelf that her Hulband was Icfs guilty 
than (he had at firft imagined him, and 
that he had fome good Excufe to makb 
for himfelf ; (for indeed (he was not i!b 
able as willing to make one for him,) at 
Icn^h refolved to fet out for the Bar- 

JiTs 
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liflTs Caftle. Hariog therefore ftriftfy 
recommended the Care of her Children to 
her good Landlady, (he fent for a Hack* 
ney Coach, and ordered the Coachman to 
drive to Graf%-Inn-Lam. 

When ihe came to theHoufc, and aik'd 
for the Captain, the Bailiff's Wife^ who 
came to the Door, guefling by the Great- 
nefs of her Beauty, and the Diforder of 
her Drefs, that ihe was a yoang Lad^y 
of Pleafure, anfwered furlily, * Captain I 
^ I do not know of any Captain that is 

* here, noti/ For this good Woman was, 
as well as Dame Purgante in Priory a bitta: 
Enemy to all Whores ; efpecially to chofe 
of the handfome Kind ; for fome fuch fhe 
fufpeded to go Shares with her in il certain 
Property to which the Law gave her th6 
fole Right. 

Amelia replied, (he was certain that Cap- 
tain Booth was there, * Well, if he is fo,* 
cries the Bailiff's Wife, • you may come 

* into the Kitchin if you will— —and he 
^ fliall be called down ^o you if you have 

* any Bufinefs with him/ At the feme 
Time (he mutter'd fomcthing to herfelf, and 
concluded a little more intelligibly, tho' 
ftill in a muttering Voice, that Sie kept no 
fud^ Hpuie,. Amelia^ 
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Amelia^ wbofe Innocence gave her no 
Sufpidon of the true Caufe of this good 
Woman's SuUennefs, was frightened, and 
began to fear fhe knew not what. At laft 
fhe made a fhift to totter into the Kitchrn, 
when the Miftrefs of the Houfe aflced her, 
V Well, Madam, who fhall I tell the Cap- 
^ tain wants to ipeak with him V 

* I afk your Pardon, Madam,* cries 
Amelia^ * in my Confufion I really forgot 

• you did not know me tell him, if 

• you pleafe, that I am his Wife/ 

* And are you indeed his Wife, Ma- 
^ datn^' cries Mrs. Bailiff, a little foftenedP 

^ Yes, indeed, and upon my Honour,* 
aafwers Amelia. 

* If this be the Cafe,* cries the other,* 

• you may walk up Stairs if you pleafe. 

• Heaven forbid I ihould part Man and 

• Wife. Indeed I think they can never 
^ be too much together. But I never will 
^ fuffer any bad Doings in my Houfe, nor 

• any of the Towa Liadics to come to Gen« 

• tlemen here;* 
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Amelia anfwered, That'(he liked her the 
better ; for indeed, in her jrefent Difpofi- 
tion, Ameliavms as muchexafperatedagainft 
wicked Women as the virtuous Midrefs 
of the Houfe, or any other virtuous Wo- 
man could be. 

The Bailiff's Wife then ufliered Amelia 
up Stairs, and having unk)cked the Pri* 
loners' Door, cried * Captain, here is your 
• Lady, Sir, come to fee you.* At which 
Words Boo:b ftarted up from his Chaip, 
and caught y^f^^ in his Arms, embracing 
her for a confide;-able Time with fo much 
Rapture, that the Bailiff 's Wife, who was 
«n Eye-witnei5 of this violent Fondnefi, 
begah to fufpefi; whether Amelia had really 
told her Truth. However ihc had fome 
little Awe of the Captain,, and for fear of 
being in the wrong did not interfere, but 
ihot .the Door and^ turned the- Key % 



When Bmb found himfelf alone with 
his Wife, and had vcnced the firft Violence 
of his Rapture in Kifles and Embraces, be 
looked tenderly at her, and cried, * Is it 
/ poQible, Ameiia^ is it polllble you can 

• have this Goodnefs to follow fuch a 

* Wretch as me to fuch a Place as this- — 

• or 
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^ or do you come to upbraid me trich my 
^ Guilty and to fink me down to that Per*' 

* dicion I fo jufUy deferve ? 

^ Am I k> giren to upbraiding then/ 
fays flic, in a gentle Voice, * have I ever 
^ given you Ocrafion to think I would fibk 

* you to Perdition ? 

* Far be it from me, my Love, to think 
< fo,* anfwered he. * And yet you may 
^ forgive the utmoft Fears of an ofiend- 
^ ing, penitent Sinner. I know indeed 

* the Extent of your Goddnefs^ and yet I 

* know my Guik fo grc*t— — 

« Alail Mr. Booth,' faid flie» •What 
f Guilt is. this which you mention, and 

* which you writ to me of laft Night— *^ 
^ Sure by your mentioning to me fo mudb, 

* you intiend tx> tell hie m6re; riay indeed 

* to tell me all.— And not leave my Mind 

* open to Sufpicions perhaps ten tixbes worfe 

* than die Truth. 

^ Will you ^ve me a patient hearing V 
faid he. 

* I will indeed,* anfwered Ihe, * nay I 
^ am prepared to hear the wocft you can 

< unfolds 
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^ unfold ; nay perhaps the worft is (hort 

• of my Apprehenfions. 

Booib then, after z Htde further Apo- 
logy, began and related to her the whole 
that had pafs'd between him and Mifs Ma^ 
shews J from their firft Meeting in the Prifon 
to their Separation the preceding Evening. 
All which, as the Reader knows it already, 
it would be tedious and unpardonable to 
tranfcribe from his Mouth. He told her 
]ikewife all that he had done and fuffered, 
to conceal his Tranfgreffion from her 
Knowledge. This he aflbred her was the 
Bufinefs of his Vifit kft Night, the Confe- 
quence of which was, he declared sii the 
mofl: folemn Manner, no other thSS an ab- 
iblute Quarrel with Mifs Mdtbewsj of 
-whom he had taken a final Leave. 

When he had ended his Narration, jime* 
liOy after a (hort Silence, anfwered, 

• Indeed, I firmly believe every Word 

• you have faid but I cannot now for- 

• give you the Fault you have confeffcd— 

• and my Reafon is — becaufe I have for- 

• given it long ago. Here, my Dear,* laid 
ihe, ^ is an Inftance that I am likewife ca- 

" * paWe of keeping a Secret.**— —She then 
delivered her Huiband a Letter which (be 

had 
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had feme Time 9go received from Mifs Mi« 
ib^wsj and which wasthefamewhich thatLa* 
d^ had mentioned, and fuppofed, s^Booibhsid 
never, heard of it» that it had mifcarried ; 
for flic fent it by the Penny-Poft. In this 
Letter, which was fign'd by a feigned 
Name, flie had acquainted Amelia with 
the Infidelity of her Hufband, and had 
befides very gready abufed him ; taxing 
him with many Falflioods ; and, among 
the reft, with having fpoken very flight* 
iogly and difrefpe^ully of hi$ Wife. 

Amlia never Ihin*d forth to Booth in fo 
amiiible and great a Light; nor did his 
own Unworthinefs ever appear to him fo 
mean and contemptible, as at this Inftant. 
However when he had read the Letter, 
he uttered many' violent Proteftations to 
her, that all which related to herfelf was 
abfokKcly falfe. 

* I am convinced it is,* faid (he. * I 

* would not have a Sufpidon of the con- 

* trary for the World. I affure you I had, 

* 'till laft Night revived it in my Memo* 

* ry, almoft forgot the Letter i for as I 

* well knew from whom ic came, by her 

* mendoning Obligations which (he had 
Vi:onferi€£l -on you, and which you had 
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' more than once fpoken to me of : I 
made large Allowances for the Situation 
you was then ip } and I was the more 

: fatisfied, as the Letter itfdf, as well as 
many other Circumftances, convinced me 
the Affair was at an Bnd/ t 

m 

Booth now utter'd the moft extravagant 
^prelfions of Admiration and Fondnefs 
that his Heart could di^aite, and ac- 
companied them with the warmeft Em- 
braces. All which WarQFith and Ten- 
derniefs fhe returned j and Tears of Love 
and Joy gufh*d from both their Eyes. So 
ravifti'd indeed were their Hearts^ that 
for fome Time they both forgot the dread-" 
ful Situation of their Afiiairs. 

r 

This however was but a fhort Reverie. 
It icon recurrM to Amelia that tho' (he 
had the Liberty . of leaving that Houfe 
when fhe pleafed, fhe could not take her 
beloved Hufband with her. This Thought 
flung her tender Bofom to the Quick, and 
fhe could not fo far command herfelf, as 
to refrain from nwny forrowful Exclama- 
tions againfl: the Hardfhip of their Defliny ; 
but when fhe fajw the Effeft they had upon 
Bootby fhe fliHed her rifing Grief, forced 
a little Cheerfulnefs intt> hpr Countenance, 

and 
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and exerting all the Spirits fhe could raife 
within henclf, expfcffcd her Hcnpes of 
feeing a fpeedy End to their Sufferings. 
She then aik'd her Hufband vvhat me 
Ihould do for him, ^d to whom fhe fhould 
apply for his Deliverance. 

• You know, my Dear, cries Booibj that 
' the Doftor is to be in Town fome Time 
^ to Day. My Hopes of immediate Re- 
^ demption are only in him ; and if that 
* can be obtained, I make no Doubt but 
^ of theSuccefs of that Affair which is in the 
^ Hands of a Gentleman whp hath faithfully 
^ promifed to ferve me, and in whofe Power 
M am fo well aflufed it is to fucceed. 

Thus did this poor Man fupport his 
Hopes by aDependance on that Ticket 
which he had fo dearly purchafed of one 
who pretended to manage the Wheels in 
the Great State Lottery of Preferment. 
A Lottery indeed which hath this to re- 
commend it, that many poor Wretches 
feed their Ima^ations with the Profpeft 
of a 'Pmc during their whole Lives, and 
never difcover they have drawn a Blank. 

Amelia J' who was of a pretty fanguine 
Temper, and was entirely ignorant of 

3 thefe 
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thefe Matters, ^as f\M as eafy to be de- 
ceived into Hopes as her Hufband i but 
in ReaKty at prefent fht tum'd her Eyes 
to jio diilant Pnofped: ; the Defire of re- 
gaining her Hufband's Liberty having en- 
grofled her whole Mind. 

While they were difcourfing on thefe 
Matters, they heard a violeilt Noife in the 
Houie, and immediately after feveral 
PerJbns pafled by their Door up Stairs to 
the Apartment over their Head. This 
greatly terrified the gentle Spirit of Amelia^ 
and uie -cxicd * Goo4 Heavens, my 

* Dear, mull I leave you in this horrid 
^ Place ? I am terrified with a thoiifand 
« Fears concerning you.* 

Booth endeavoured to comfort her, fay- 
ing, that he was in no Manner of Danger, 
and that he doubted not hut that the Doc- . 
tor would foon be with him. — ^ And ftay, 

* my Dear,* cries he, * now I recoUeft, 

* fuppofe you Ihould apply to my old 

* Friend James ^ for I believe you are 
^ pretty well fatisfied, that your Appre-, 

* henfions of him were groundlefs. I nave 

* no Reafon to think but that he would be 

* as ready to fcrve me as formerly/ 

Jmelia 
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AmeKa turned pale as Afhes at the 
Kame of J^nus^ and inftead of making a 
dired; Anlwer to her Hufband, fhe laid 
hold of him, and cried, * My Dear, I 
^ have one Favour to bqg of you, arid I 
^ inlift on your granting it me. 

hootb readily fwore he would deny her 
nothing. . , . 

It is only this, my Dear, faid (he, that 
if that detefted Colonel comes, vou Vill 
not fee him« Let the People of the Houfe 
tell him you are not here. 

He knows nothing of my being here, 
anfwerM Booth -, * but why Ihould I refufc 
^ to fee him, if he fhould be kind enough 
? to come hither to me? Irideed, my 
^ Amelia^ you have taken a Diflike to that 

* Man widiout fufHcient Jleafon. 

* I fpeak not upon that Account, cries 

* Amelia •, but I have had Dreams laft 
^ Night about you two. Perhaps you 

• will laugh at my Folly ; but pray in- 

• dulge it. Nay I infift on your Fromife 
f of not denying me. 

Vol. IV. L « Dreams! 
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^Dregm^I tny dear Creature, anfwerM 
-^ he. WiJbat Dream caa you hav€ bad 

. * Qne tooliprrfbic to jbc n)entioQ^d, ire* 

• plyM flic . ■ > ^ ^ I cannot tlunk of it 
^ without Horror, and unlefs you will 

^ pvfmift m^notto&Q the Colooel 'till 
^ I return, I ppfitively will nevorleave 

• you. 

^ bdetdt my AmUa^ faid Ba^tK I ne- 
< yer Jknew vou unreafonahle before. 

* How can a Woman of your Scofe talk 

* of Dreams ? 

* .Syffcr me to be once at leaft unrea- 
^ fonable, laid Amelia ; as you are fo good^ 

• natur*d to fay I am not often fo. Con- 

♦ Jider, what I have lately fpfFer*d, and 

* how we^ my Spirits luuft be at this 

• Time* 

As Booth was going to fpeak, the Bailiff 
without any Ceremony cnter*d the Room \ 
and cried, * No .Qffence, I hope. Madam, 
^ my Wife, it ieems, did not know you. 
^ She thought the Captain had a Mind 
' for a Bit of Flcfli by the Bye. But 

I have 




• I have quieted all Matters : for I 

• know you very jvcll ; I have fcen that 

• handfome Face many a Time, when I 
^ have been waiting upon the Captain for- 

• merly. No Offence, I hope. Madam i 
^ but if my Wife was as handfome as you 
^ are— I fhoirid not look for worfe Goods 
f abroad. 

Booth conceived Ibme Difpleafure at this 
Speech y but he did not tnink proper to 
cxprcfs mpre than a Pifli.— —And then 
aik'd the Bailiff what was the Meaning of 
the Ncnfe they heard juft now. 

• I know of no Noife, anfwer*d the 

• Bailiff. Some of my Men have been 
^ carrying a Piece of bad Luggage up 

• St^rs ; a poor Rafcal that refitted the 

• Law and Juftice v fo I gave him a Cu( 
■* or two with a Hangef . If they fhould 

• prove mortal, he muft thank himfelf 

• for it. If a Man will not behave like a 

• Gentleman to an Officer, he muft take 

> the Confequence ; but I muft fay that 
' for you, Captain, you behave yourfelf 
^ like a Gentleman ; and therefore I fhall 
^ always ufe you as fuch ; and I hope you 

> will find Bail foQn with all my Heart. 
^ This is but a paultry Sum to what the 

L 2 ' laft 
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^ laft was ; and I do alTure you, there is 
.^ nothing elfe againll you in the Office.* 

', The latter Part of the Bailiflfs Speech 
fomewhat comforted Amelia j who had been a 
little frightned by the foraier; and flie 
foon after took Leave of her Hufband, 
tx> go in Quef): of the Dodor, who, as 
jimelia had heard that Morning, was ex- 
pected in Town that very Day, which 
was fomewhat fooner than he had intended 
at his Departure. 

Before (he went, however, flie left a 
ftrift Charge with the Bailiff^ who uj(her*d 
htx vitf y civilly down Staii^ that if one Co- 
lonel James came there to enquire for her 
Hufband, he ihould deny that he was 
there. 

She then departed ; and the Bailiff im- 
mediately gave a very ftrift Charge to his 
,Wife, his Maid,^nd his Followers, that 
if one Colonel james^ or any one from 
him, (hould enquire after the Captain, 
that they (hould let him know he had 
the Captain above Stairs : for he doubted 
not but that the Colonel was one of Booth* s 
Creditors ; and he hoped for a fecond B^l 
Bond by his Means. 

2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 
€(mtaining Matter pertinent to the Hijhty. 

J ME LI A in her Way to the DoAor's 
•^ determinM juft to ftop at her own 
Lodgings which lay a little out of the 
Road, and to pay a momentary Vifit to 
her Children. 

This was fortunate enough ; for had fhe 
caird at the Doftor's Houfe, fhe would 
have heard nothing of him, which wojid 
h^vecaufed in her fome Alarm and Dif; 
appointment; for theDoftoi' was ftt down 
at Mrs. JtkinforC^y where he was direfted 
to Ameliah Lodgings, to which he went 
before he called at his own ; and hcr^ 
AmeUa now . found him playing with her 
two Children. 

The Dodor had been a little furprized 
at not finding Amelia at home, or any 
one that could give any Account of her. 
He was now more furprized to fee her 
come in in fuch a Drefs, and at the Dilor- 
dcr which he very plainly perceived in her 
pale and melancholy Countenance. He 
flddrelled her firft (for indoed (he was in 

L3 no 
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no great Hafte to fpeak) and cry'd, * My 

* dear Child, what is the Matter ? where 

* is your Hufband ? Some Mifchief I am 

* afraid hath happened to him in my Ab- 

* fence. 

* O, my dear Doflor, anfwer^d Amelia^ 

* fure feme good Angel hath fcnt you 

* hither. My poor WiU is arretted again. 

* I left him in the moft mifer^le Con- 

* clition in the very Houfe whence your 

* Goodnefs formerly redeem*d him. 

* Arrefted! cries the Doftor. Then 

* it muil be for foaie very inconliderabk 

* Trifle. 

^ I wi(h it was, laid Amelia \ but it is 
^ for no lefs than 50 /• 

* Then, cries the Doftor, he hath been 

* diiingenuous with me. He told me 

* be did not owe ten Pounds in the World 
^ i^r which he was liable to be fued. 

* I know not what to fay> cries Amelia. 

* Indeed I am afraid to tell you the 

* Truth. 



' a#^, 
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« How, Child/ faid the Doftof * I 

* hope you will never difguife it to any 

• one, cfpecially to me. Any Prcvarica- 

• tion, i promife you, will forfeit my 
^ Frieadfhip for ever/ 

' I will tell you the whole,' cries Ante- 
Ua^ * and rely entirely on your Goodnefs/ 
She then related the gaming Story, not 
forgetting to (tt in the f ulleib Light, and 
to lay thtt ftronge(l Emphafis on his Pro- 
mife never to play again. 

The Doftor fetched a d6ep Sigh when 
ht had heard Amelia*% Relation, and cried, 
] am. ibrry. Child, for the Share yoU 
4re to partake in your Huflband*^ Suf- 
fering 'j but as for hhh, I r^ly think he 
defefves no Compaffion* Yoti fay h^ 
hach prbmifed never t6 play again ; bu£ 
I muft tell you he hath broke his Pro- 
,miie to me already: fori had heard he 
was formerly addidled to this Vice, ancf 
bad given him fufBcient Caution againf? 
ir. You will fconflder, Child, I am al- 
ready pretty largely engaged for him, 
every Farthing rf Which I am fenfibld 
I muft pay. You know I would go 

* to the utmoft Verge of Prudence to 

L * fcrve 
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* fervc you ; but I muft not exceed nay 
*' Ability, which is not ^^ery great ; and I 

* have feveral Families on my Hands, 

* who are by Misfortune alone brought to 

* Want. } do aflure you I cannot at pre^ 

* fent anfwer for fuch a Sum as this, with- 
^ out diftreiiing my own Circumftances/ 

* Then Heaven have Mercy upon us 

* all/ cries Amelia \ * for we have no other 

* Friend on Earth My Hulband is un- 

^ done ; and thefe poor little Wretches muft 

* be ftarved.' • 

The Doftor caft his Eyes on the Chil- 
dren, And then cried — ^ I hope not fo. 
^ I told you I muft diftrefs my Grcum- 
^ ftances, and I will diftrefs them this 

* once on your Account, and on the Ac- 

* count of thefe poor little Babes— —But 

* Things muft not go on any longer in 

* thisWay— — You muft take an heroic 
^ Refolution. I will hire a Coach for you 

* To-morrow Morning, which (hall carry 

* you all down to my Parfonage-Houfe; 

* There you (hall have my PrOtedtion, 'till 
^ fomething can be done for your Huf* 
^ band ^ ot which, to be plain with you, 
^ I at prefent fee no Likelihood/ 

Amelia 
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Amelia fell upon her Knees in an Ec- 
flafy of Thankfgiving to the Doftor, who 
immediately railed her up and placed her 
in her Chair. She then recollected herfelf 
and faid— * O my worthy Friend, I have 

• ftill another Matter to mention to you, 

• in which I muft have both your Advice 

• and Afliftance. My Soul blufhes to give 

• you all this Trouble ; but what other 

• Friend have I indeed what other 

• Friend could. I apply to fp properly on 

• fuch an Occafion ?* 

The Doftor, with a very kind Voice 
and Countenance, defired ner to fpcak. 
She then fatd — * O Sir, that wicked Co- 

• k)nel, whom I have mentioned to you 

• formerly, hath picked fome Quarrel with 

• my Hulband, (for fhe did not think pro- 
per to mention the Caufe) ' and hath ferit 

• him a Challenge. It came Co my Hand 

• laft Night after he was arrefted \ 1 open- 

• cd and read it.* 

* Give it me. Child,* . faid the Doe 
tor. 

She anfwered fhe had burnt it \ as was 
indeed true. • But I remember it was an 

L 5 ' Ap- 
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* Appointment to meet at Sword and 

* Piftol this Morning at Hide-Park: 

• Make yourfelf cafy, my dear Child»^ 
cries the Doctor, * I wiU take Care to pre* 

* vent any Mifchief/ 

* But confider, my dear Sir,* £ud (he* 

* this is a tender Matter. My Hufband's 
< Honour is to be preferred as well as his 
« life.' 

^ And fo is his Soul, which ought to be 

* the dearcft oF all Things,' cries the 
DoiStor. * Honour! Nonfenfe. Can Ho- 
^ nour dilate to him to difobey the ex- 

* prefs Commands of his Maker, in Com- 
^ pliance with a Cuftom eftabliflied by a 

* Set of Blockheads, founded on talfe 

* Principles of Virtue, in direft Oppofiti- 

* on to the plain and pofitive Precepts of 
« Religion, and tending manifeftly to give 
^ a Sanation to Ruffians, and to proteft 

* them in all the Ways of Impudence and 

* Villany ?' 

* All this, I believe, is very true,' cries 
Amelia ; « but yet you know, Doftor, the 

* Opinion of the World.' 

! You 
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• You talk funply, Child/ cries the 
Doftor. * What is the Opinion of the 

* World oppoied to Religion and Virtue ? 

* But you are in the wrong. It is not the 

* Opinion of the World ; it is the Opinir 

* on of the Idle, Ignorant, and Profligate. 
^ It is impoflible it ihould be the Opinion 
^ of one Man of Senfe, who is in Earneft 
^ in his Belief of our Religion. Chiefly 

* indeed it hath been upheld by the Non- 

* fenfe of Women ; who either from their 

* extreme Cowardice, and Defire of Pro- 

* tedion, or, as Mr. Boyle thinks, from 

* their exceflTire Vanity, have been always 

* forward to countenance a Set of Heftors 
^ and Brayoes, and to defpife all Men of 

* Modefty and Sobriety ; tho* thefe arc 

* often, at the Bottom, not only the better 

* but the braver, Men.* 



€ 



• You know, Do(5lor,* cries Amelia^ «1 
have never prefumed to argue with you y 

. « your Opinion is to me always Inftru£ti<^ 

• on, and your Word a Law.* 

• Indeed, Child,* cries the Doft^r, * I 

• know you are a good Woman ; and yet 

• I muft obferve to you, that this very 

• Dciire of feeding the Paflion of female 

L 6 • Va- 
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* Vanity with the Hcroifm of her Man, 

* old Homer feems to make the Charafte- 
^ riilic of a bad and loofe Woman. He 
^ introduces Helen upbraiding her Gallant 
^ with having quitted the Fight, and left 
-• the Viftory xo Menelaus^ and feeming t6 

* be ferry that ihe had left her Hufband, 

* only becaufe he was the better Duellift 

* of the two ; but in how different a Light 

* doth he reprefent the tender and chafte 

* Love o^A':dromaCbe to her worthy HeSiorl 
*■ She difTuades him from expofing himfeff 

* to Danger, even in a juft Caufe. Th?s 
i is indeed a Weaknefs \ but it is an ami- 

* able one, and becoming the true femi- 

* nine Charafter ; but a Woman, who oUt 

* of heroic Vanity (for fo it is) would ha- 
.* zard not only the Life, but the Soul too 

* of her Hufband in a Duel, is a Monfter, 

* and ought to be painted in no other Cha* 

* rafter but that of a Fury.* 

* 1 affure you, Do&or,* cries Amelia^ 

* I never faw this Matter in the odious 

* Light, in which you have truly repre- 

* fented it, before. I am afhamed to re- 

* coiledt what I have formerly faid on this 

* Subjeft. And yet whilft the Opinion 

* of the World is as it is, one would wifh 

* to comply as far as poflible — cfpecially 

' as 
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* as my Hufband is an Officer of the 

* Army. If it can be done tkeref ore with 

* Safety to his Honour— 

• Again Honour !* cries the Doftor, 
^ indeed I will not fuflfer that noble Word 

* to be fo bafely and barbaroufly profti- 

* tuted. I have known ^ feme of thefc 
« Men of Honour, as they call themfel ves, to 
^ be the mod arrant Raf cals in the Uni verfe/ 

* Well. lafkyour Pardonyfaid (he,— -Re- 

* putation then^ if you- pleafe-— or any 

* other Word you like better — you know 

* my Meaning very well/ 

* I do know your Meaning,' cries the 
Doftor, * znd, Virgil knew it a great While 

* ago. The next Time you fee your Friend 

* Mrs. Atkinfotf^ aflc her what it was made 

* Dido fall in Love with Mneas.* 

• Nay, dear Sir,' faid jimelia^ * do not 

* rally me fo unmercifully ; think where 

* my poor Hufband is now/ 



€ 



* He is,* anfwered the Doftor, ' where 
I will prefently be with him. In the 

• mean Time, do you pack up every Thing 

• in order for yogr Journey To narrow •, 

* for 
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f fof f if you are wife, yotl WiU not truft 

* your Huiband a Day longer in this 

• Town— therefore to packing* 



^mifed flic would --•^thoDgh 
Indeed fl^ wanted not any Warning for 
her Journey oA thii Account ; for when 
flie packed up herfelf in the Coach, flie 
packed up her All. However ihe did not 
thbk proper to mention this to the Doc^ 
tor ; tor as he was now in pretty good 
Jitioiour, flie did not care to venture again 
difcompofing his Temper. 

« 

The Doftor then fet out for Grafs Inn 
Lane ; and, as foon as he was gone, Amelia 
b^an to confider of her IiKapacity td 
take a Journey in her prefent Situation, 
without even a clean Shift. At laft ihe re- 
folved, as fhe was poflcfTed of fcven Gui- 
neas and a Half, to go to her Friend and 
redeem fome of her own and her Hufband's 
Linen out of Captivity; indeed juft fb 
much, as would render it barely poflibhe 
for them to go out of Town with any kind 
of Decency.* And this Refolution ihe im- 
mediately executed. 

As foon as (he had finiihed her Bufinefs 
with the Pawnbroker^ (if a Man who lends 

under 



« 



Gh.3. AMELIA. 131 

uader thkty per Gem. defetv^s diat Name) 
he fatd to heri ^ Pray, Madam, did you 
^ know that Man who was here Yefterday, 
^ wben Tou brought the Ptdure ?* ^tlU 
anfwered in the Negative. ^ Indeed« Ma*^ 
^ dam«* fiud the Broktr» ^ he knows you^ 
^ ihough he did Aot rccoUedt you while 
^ you was here, as your Hood was drawn 
^ over your Face 1 but the Momeht you 

* was gone, he begged to look at the 

* Pi&ure, which I thinking no Harm 

* permittedt H^ had fearce looked upoft 
^ It, when be cried out^>-*By Heaven and 

* Earth it is Jier Pifture. He then afked 
^ 011^ if t knew you-^Indeed, fays I» I 
^ never &W the Lady before/ 

In this laft Particular, however, the 
Pawnbroker a little favoured of his Pro- 
fefllon, and made a fmall Deviation from 
cheTruth) for when the Man had afked him 
it he knew the Lady, he anfwered (he was 
feme poor undone Woman, who bad 
pawned aU her Cloaths to him the Day 
. before; and I fuppofe, fays he, this Pidure 
is the laft of her Goods and Chattels. 
This Hint we thought proper to give the 
Reader, as it may chance to be material. 

Jlmelia anfwered coldly, that fhe had 

taken 
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taken (• very litde Notice of the Man, 
chat Ihe fcatce remembered he was there. 

J 

m 

^ lafliireyouy Madam/ £iys the Pawn- 
broker, ^ he hath taken very great Notice 
^ ot you ; for the Man changed G>unte- 
^ nance upon what I (aid, and prefendy 
^ after be^ed me to give him a Dram. 
' Oho ! thinks I to myielf , are you there- 

* abouts? I would not be fo much in 

* Love with ibme Folks, as fome People 
^ are, for more Intereft than I ihall ever 
f make of a thousand Pound.' 

jImUa bluflied, and ikid widi fbme 
Peeviflinefs that (he knew nothing of the 
Man ; but fuppofed he was fome miperti- 
nent Fellow or other. 

* Nay, Madam,' anfwered the Pawn- 
broker, ' I aiTure you he is not worthy 

* your regard. He is a poor Wretch, and 

* I believe I am poffeffed of moft of his 

* Moveables. However I hope you are not 

* offended ; for indeed he faid no Harm ; 

* but he was very ftrangely d if ordered, 

* that is the Truth of it.* 

jitnelia was very defirous of putting an 
End to this Converfation, and altogether 

as 
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as eager to ; return to her Children ; (he 
therefore bundled up her Things as faft as 
Ike could, and calling for a Hackney- 
Coach direded the Coachman to her 
Lodgings^ and. bid him drive her Home 
with all.theHafte he could. 

C H A P. IV. 

In which Dr. Harrifon vijfs Glonel James. 

TH E Doftor, when he left AmeHaj 
intended to go dire6Uy to Booth ; 
but he preiently changed his Mind and 
determined firft to call on the Col«neI, as 
he thought it was proper to put an End to 
that Matter, before he gave BMh\M Li* 
berty. 

The DoAor found die two Colonels, 
James and Batby tojgether. They both re- 
ceived him very civilly 5 for James was \ 
very well bred Man ; and Bath always 
ihewed a particular Relpedt to the Clei^y, 
he being indeed a perfect good Chriftian, 
except in the Articles of Fighting and 
Swearing. 

Our Divine fat fome time without men- 
tioning the Sub^edb of his Errand, in Hopes 

that 



c 
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tlttt Bsfh Wduld go- awajr; but when he 
loiind no Likelihood of dutt» (for ihdecd 
£aib was of the two liluch the mc^ pkafed 
with his Gompany) t» toki Jatnis that he 
had fomething to (ay to him relating t6 
Mr. Boofhj which he believed be might 
fpeak before his Brother. 

• Undoudtedly, Sir,' faid James ; * for 
there can be no Secrets b^f ween M which 

my Brother may not hear.' 

* I come thef^ (o jou^ Sir^' 6id the 
I>oAor^ ^ frditi the m6Vt Unhappy WomaA 
^ id tU World, to DrhoTe AfiiOiOm you 

* have very greatly an4 very cmtUy aldd- 
^ Cd, by fending^ a Chuitonge to htf Hof*^ 

* band, which bath very luckily fallen kit* 

* her Hands ; for had the Man, for whom 
Vyou defigned it; rteeiyi^ it, I im iffaid 
.* you Would not haive feen me upon ibH 

* Occafion.* 

. Mf I writ fuch a Letter to Mn B<?^/>, 
« Sir,' faid y^mes^ ' you may be affuitd I 
f did not eicpeft this VifiC.in anfwer to it, 

^ I do not think you did,' cries the 
Oo&or I * but you havo great ReafbH to 
t thank Hcavcil lor orderii^ this Mactor 

* co»- 



^ 
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^ contrary to your Expectations. I know 

• not what Trifle may have drawn this 

• Challenge from you; but rfter what I 

• have-fome Reafon to know of you, Sir, 

• I mud plainly tell you, that if you bad 
' added td your Guilt already committed 
' againfi: this Man that of having his 

• Blood upon your Hands, your Soul 
' would have become as black as Hell 

• itfclf. 

* Give me leave to fay,' cries the Colo* 
net, ' this is a Language which t am not 
' ufed to hear ; and if your Cloth was not 
^ ^our Prbte^on, you ihould not give 

• It m6 with Impunity. After what you 

• know of me. Sir ! What do you prefufne 
I to know of me to my Diiadvantage ? 

* You fay my Cloth is my Proteftion,Colo- 
^ nel, anfwered the Do6):or, therefore pray lay 
^ afide your Ang^r; t do not come with any 
t Defign of affronting or of ending you. -• 

* Very well,* cries Ssib^ • that t)ccla- 
^ ration is fufficient from a ClergymaDi 

• let him' fay what he pleafes. 

* Indeed, Sir,' fays the Doftor^ rttj 
snikllyy ^ I confult equally the Good of 

* you 
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* you both, and, b a fpiritual Senfe* more^ 

* efpecially yours ; for you know you have 
^ injured this poor Man. : 

^ So far on the ccmtrary, cries Ja$ius^ that 

* IhavebeenbisgreateftBencfaftor;Ilcom 

* to upbraid him ; but you force me to it. 
i Nor have I ever done him the leait 

* Injury. • 

* Pcrliaps not/ faid the DoAor \ * I will 
^ aker what I have faid. B ut for this 

* I apply to your Honour— —Have you 

* not intended him an Injury, the very 

* Intention of which cancels every Obli« 

* gation ? 

ft 

* How, Sir/ anfwered the Cbloncl'— 

* What do you mean ? 

* My Meaning/ replied the Doftor, * is 

* almoft too tender to mention- Comej 

^ Colonel, examine your own Heart ; and 

* then anfwer me on your Honour, if you 

* have not intended to do him the higncft 

* Wrong which one Man can do another. 

* I do not know what you mean by the 
\ Queftion/ anfwered the Colonel. 

<D n 
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f 

* D— — n mc, the Qucftion is very 
^ tranfparent,' cries Baib. ^ From any 

* other Man it would be an Afiront with 
^ the ilrongeft Emjphafis, but from one 

* of the Dodor's Cloth it demands a cate* 
^ gorical Anfwer. 

^ I am not a Papift, Sir,' anfwered Co- 
lonel James^ ^ nor am I obliged to confefs 
^ to my Prieft. But if you have any thing 
^ tofav, fpeak openly — ^for I do not under- 
« ftand your Meaning. 

^ I have explained my Meaning to you 

* already,' faid the DoAor, * in a Letter I 

* wrote to you on the Subjeft — a Subjeft 
^ ^hich I am forry I 0iould have any 

* Occafion to write upon to a Chriftian. 

^ I do remember now/ cries the Colonel, 

* that I received a very impertinent Letter 
^ ibmething like a Sermon, againft Adulr 
^ tery ; but I did not cxpeft to hear the 

* Author own it to my Face. 

* That brave Man then. Sir,' anfwered 
the Doctor, ^ ftands before you who dares 

* own he wrote that Letter, and dares af- 
! firm too, that it was writ on a juil and. 

* ftrong 



I 
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• ftrong Fqi^nd^tion. But if the H^rdnefs 

• of your Heart could prevail on you to 

• treat my good Ixxteption widi Contempt 

• and Scorn, yrfaat pray copld induce you to 

• fhewit, nay to give it NJr. &^/^ ? What 

• Motive could you have for that, unlcfs 
^ you meant to infult him, and to provoke 
' yopr Rival tp give you that Opportunity 

• of putting him Qut of the World, which 
^ you have fince wicjcedly fought by your 

Challenge ? 



/K 



c 



* I give him the Letter ! * laid the 
lond. 



* Yes, Sir, anfwered thcDoftor, he (hew- 

* cd me the Letter^ and affirmed that you 
^ gave it him at the Mafquerade. 

. * He is a lyiog Rafcal then,* faid the 
Colonel very paffionatcly. * I fcarce took 

* the Trouble of reading the Letter, and 
' loft it Qut of my Pocket. 

Here Bath interfered, and explain-d this 
Affair in the Manner in which it happened, 
and with which the Reader is already ac- 
quainted* He concluded by great Eulo- 
giums on the Performance, and declared 
it was one of the moft emhufiaftic (mean- 
ing 
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iag perhaps ecdefiaftic) Letters that ever 
V4S writtm. ^ And d m o me,' fays he, 

* if I do net reibed: tiie Author with the 
^ utmoft Emphafis pf liiinkiog. 

IV pkxSbor mm cccoUe^ed what had 
paflcfi vith J^aiiJb^ . and pecceured he had 
made a Miftake d^ one Colonel for another. 
This he prefently acknowledged to Colonel 
%»^J, 4Qd f%id dut'tiie Miftake had been 
his ud mot MmV^. < 

Both now coUedted all his Gravity, and 
Dignity, as he called it, into his Counte-* 
nance, and addiieQing himfelf to James^ 
iaido-^tm-^ And was thac Letter writ to you, 
^ Brother i-r-trrl koM yoy oever deferved 
^ any Sufpicion cf mis Kind. 

^ QcQtber,' cries Jatms^ ^ ^ am accoun- 
table to noyfclf for my A&ions, and fhaU 
not fender an Accounf either to you, or 
to that ixontlen^n. 

• A$ to rne, Bcodier,' anfwered Satb^ 

* you fay pgbt ; but I think this Gentle- 

* man may-cill you to an Account ; nay I 
^ think it is his Duty fo to do. And let 
^ me tell you. Brother, there is Ons much 

* greater than he to ifirhom you muft 

2 * give 
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i* give an Acoouoc Mn. Bo9ib is ra 
^ a fine Woman, a Lady of moSi im; 
^ rious and majeflick Frdfencc I hi 
^ heard jou crfttn iaj^ that you liked h 

* and if you have quarrelled with \ 

* Hulband upon diis Acoount^ by all 
^ Dignity of Man» I diink you oughl 
f aik his P^oo« 



c 



* Indeed, Brother/ cries James^ ^ I • 
bear this no longer— —you will make 
angry prefently. 

* Angry ! Brother James^^ cries Both 

* angry !— I love you. Brother, and h 

* Obligations to you. I will fav no m 
* but I hc^ you know I ao not 1 

* making any Man angry. 

James anfwcred, he knew it well 5 1 
then the Dodor apprehending that w 
he was flopping up one Breach, he fho 
make another, prefently intofered ; 
turned the Difcourfc back to Booth. * 1 

* tell me. Sir,' faid hcf to JatBCSj * t 

* my Gown is my Protcftion j let it t 

* at Jeaft proteft me where I have had 

* Defign in offending ; where I have c 

* fulted your higheft Welfare, as in tr 

* I did in writing this Letter. And if \ 
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' did not in the leaft deferve any fuch 
f Sufpicion, ftill you have no Gaufe 

* for Refentment. Caution againft Sin, 

* even to the Innocent, can never be un- 
^ wholefome. But this I affure you, what- 

* ever Anger you have to me, you can 

* have none to poor Boofb^ who was en- 

* tirely ignorant of. my writing to you, 

* and who, I am certain, never entertained 

* the leaft Sufpicion of you ; on the con- 

* trary, reveres you with the higheft E- 
' fteem, and Love and Gratitude. Let 

* me therefore feconcile all Matters be- 

* tween you, and bring you together be* 

* fore he hath even heard of this Chal- 

* lenge. 

* Brother,' cries Balb^ * I hope I (hall 

* not make you langry 1 lie when I 

* fay fo J for I am indifferent to any Man's 

* Anger Let me be an Acceffary to 

* what the Doftor hath faid. I think I 

* may be trufted with Matters of this 

* Nature, and it is a little unkind that if 
' you intended to fend a Challenge you 

* did not make me the Bearer. But in- 

* deed, as to what appears to me, this 

* Matter may be very well made up ; and 

* as Mr, Boolb doth not know of the 
J Challenge, I don't fee why he ever 

Vol. IV. M • fhould, 
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^ ihoul4, anv more than your ffring ham 
^ the lie jult now ; bat that he fhall never 
* have from ine» nor I believe from this 
' Gentleman ; for indeed if he (hoold, it 
^ would be incumbent upon him to cut 
your Throat. 



f 



• LrOokee;, Doftor,' feid James^ ^ I do 
,* not 4cferye the unkind Sufpicion you 

* juft now threw out againft me. I never 
^ thirfted after any Man's Blood, and as 

* for what hath pafled, fince this Difco- 

* very hath happened, I may perhaps not 
^ think it worth piy while to trouble my* 
f felf any more about it.* 

The Dodbor was flot contented with 
perhaps, he infifled on a firm Promife, 
to be bound with the Coloners Honour. 
This at length he obtained, and then de- 
parted well fatisficd. 

In Fad, the Colonel was a(hamed to 
^vow the real Caufe of the Quarrel to 
this good Man, or indeed to his Brother 
^aihy who would not only have con- 
demned him equally with the Do6tor, but 
would poflibly have quarrelled with Jiim on 
ills Sifter's Account, whom, as the Reader 
fnuft have obferved, be Ipyed ^bove all 

' things J 
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things ; and in plain Truth, though the 
Colonel was a brave Man, and dared to 
fight, yet he was altogether as willing to 
let it alone v ^d this made him now and 
then give a little Way to the Wronghead- 
ednefs of Colonel Baib, who, with all the 
other Principles of Honour and Humanity 
made no more of cutting the Throat of a 
Man upon any of his Pun6lilio*s than a 
Butcher doth of killing Sheep. 

CHAP. V. 

What paffed at the Bailiff* s Houfe. 

» 

THE Doftor now fet forwards to his 
Friend Booths and as he pad by the 
Door of his Attorney in the Way, he 
called upon him, and took him with him* 

The Meeting between him and Booth 
need not be expatiated on. The Dodor 
was really angry, and tho* he deferred his 
Ledlure to a more proper Opportunity, 
yet as he was no Diffembler (indeed he 
was incapable of any Difguife) he could 
not put on a Show oif that Heartinefs with 
which he had formerly ufed to receive his 
Friend. 

M 2 Boo^ 
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Booth at laft began himfelf in the foI« 
lowing Manner. * Doftor, I am reaUy 
« a(hamed to fee jou ; and if you knew 
^ the Confufion df my Soul on this Oc* 
< cafion, I am lure you would t>ity rather 
^ than upbraid me^^-^ — And yet I can fay 

* with great Sincerity, I rgoice in this 

* laft Inftance of my Shame, fince I am 
^ like to reap the moft folid Advantage 

* from it.* The Doftor ftared at this, and 
Booib thus proceeded : ^ Since I have been 

* in this wretched Place, I have employ*d 
« my. Time almoft entirely in reading over 

* a Series of Sermons, which are contained 
^ in that Book,' (meaning Dr. Barr^w'% 
Works, which then l^y on the Table be- 
fore him,) * in Proof of the Chriftian Reli* 

* gion, and fo good an Effeft have they 
' had upon me, that 1 ihall, I believe, 
' be the better Man for them as long as I 

* live. I have not a Doubt, (for I own I 

* have had fuch) which remains now un- 

* fatisfied. — '--K ever an Angel might be 

* thought to guide the Pen of a Writer, 

* furely the Pen of that great and good 
' Man had fuch an Afliftant/ The Doc- 
tor readily concurred in the Praifes of 

Dr. Biirrowy and added -' You fay yon 

' have had your Doubts, young Gentle- 

3 ^1 • * man, 
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man, indeed I did not kfiowthat 

And pray, what were your Doubts ? 
Whatever they were, Sir,' faid Booths 
they are now fati^fied, as I believe thofe of 
every impartial and fenfible Reader will be, 
if he will, with due Attention, read over 
thcfe excellent Sermons. Very well,* an- 

fwer^d the Do&or, * tho* I have converfed, 
I find, with a falfe Brother hitherto, I am 
glad you are reconciled to Truth at laft, 
and I hope your future Faith will have 
focne Influence on your future Life. I 
cteed tfot tell you. Sir,' replied Bootb^ 
chat will always be the Cafe, where Faith 
is iincere) as I affure you mine is. In- 
deed I never was a rafh Difbeliever ; my 
chief Doubt was founded on this» that 
^ Men appeared to me to a6l entirely 
from fheir raflions, their Adions Could 
have neit^ier Merit nor Demerit. A very 
worthy Cohclulibn truly,' cries the Doc* 

tor } / but if Men a A, as I believe they 
do, from their Paflions, it would be 
fair to conclude that Religion to be true 
which applies immediately to the ftrongeft 
of theie Paflions; Hope and Fear, chufirig 
rather to rely on its Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments, than on that native Beauty 
of Virtue which fome x>f the antient Phi- 

[ lofophers thought proper to recommend 

M 3 * to 
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* to their Difciples. ^Bot we will defa 

* this I>ifcouffe till another Opportunity ; 

* at prefent, as the Devil hath thought 

* proper to fct you free, I will try if I car 
^ prerail on the Bailiff to do the fame. 

The Doftor had really not fa mucfi 
Money in Town as Boolb^s Debt amounted 
to, and therefore though he would o- 
therwife very willingly have paid it, he 
was forced to give Bail to the A&ion. 
For which Purpofr, as the Bailiff was a 
Man of great Form, he was obliged tc 
get another Perfon to be bound with him. 
This Perfon, however, the Attorney un- 
dertook to procure, and immediately fct 
cut in queft of Men. 

During his Abfence the Bailiff came in- 
to the Room, and addrefling himfelf tc 
the Dodtor, faid, * I think. Sir, your Name 

* isDr.Harrifon' The Doftor immediately 
acknowledged his Name. Indeed the Bai- 
liff had feen it to a Bail-Bond before. 

* Why then, Sir, faid the Bailiff, there is 2 
' Man above in a dying Condition, that 
^ defires the Favour of fpeaking to you , 

* 1 believe he wants you to pray by 

* him,* 

Th< 
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The Bailiff himifdf was not more ready 
to execute his Office on all Occafions for 
his Fee, than the Dodor was to execute 
his for nothing. Without making any fur- 
ther Enouiry therefore into the Condition 
of the Man, he immediately went up 
Stairsi. 

As fbon as the Bailiff returned dowrt 
Stairs, which was immediately after he 
had lodged the Doftor in the Room', 
Booth had the Curiofity to alk him who 
this Man was. * Why I don*t know mucfi 

* of him/ faid the Bailiff, * I had him once 

* in Cuflocijf before now, I remember it 

* was when your Honour was here lafl ; 

* and now I remember too, he faid then 
he knew your Honour very well. In- 
deed I had fome Opinion of him at that 

.- Time ;. for lie fpent his Money very 
' much like a Gentleman; but I have 
« difcovered fihce, that he \% a poor Fel- 
' low, and worth nothing. He is a mere 
^ fhy Cock. I have had the Stuff about 
^ me tliis Week, and could never get at 
i him till this Morning ; nay, I don't 

* believe we fhould ever have found out 

* his Lodgings, had it not been for the 

* Attorney that was here juft now, who 
f- gave us Information, And fo yft took 

M 4 « him- 
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^him tiiis Morning by a conniical Way 

• enough. For we drelled up one of my 
•Men in Wonieh's CJoaths, who told 

• the t^eople of the Houfe, that he was his 

• Sifter juft come to Town : for we were 
Mold by the Attorney, that he had fuch 

• a Sifter, upon which he was let up Stairs ; 

• and fb kept the Door a-jar till I and an- 

• other rujh'd in. Let me tell y6u, Cap- 
< tain> there are as good Stratagems made 
^ Ufe of in our Bufinefs as any in the 

• Army. 

^ But pray, Sir, faid Bcfolb^ did not 

you tell me this Morning that the pool: 

Fellow was defperately wounded ; nay', 

' I think you told the Doftor that he wai 

^ a dying Man ? 

< I had like to have forgot that, cries 

* the Bailiff.—— Nothing wouU ferve the 

* Gentleman but that he muft make Re- 

* fiftance, and he gave my Man a Blow 

* with a Stick; but Ifoon quieted him, by 

* giving him a Wipe or two with a 
« Hanger. Not that I believe I have done 
« his Bufinefs neither ; but the Fellow is 
» faint-hearted, and the Surgeon I fancy 
c frightens him more, than he need. ■ 

* But however, let the worft come to the 

^ worft^ 
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woiA, the Law is all on my Slde^ and 
it is oiniy fefendendo. The Attorney that 
was here jufl: now told me fo, and bid 
me fear nothing: for that he would 
ftted my Friend, and undertake the 
Caufe \ and he is a devilifh good one at 
a Defence at the Old Baily I promife you. 
I hare known him bring oft feveral that 
every Body thought would have been 
han^d. 

* Biit fuppofe you ihould bfe acquitted, 
f^ Bootto % would not the Blood of this 

Sor Wretch lie a little heavy at your 
cart? 

• Why Ihould it, Capuin, faid the 
Bailiff. Is it not all done in a lawful 
Way ? Why will Pecmle jrefift the Law 
when they know the Confequence ? To 
be fure, if a Man was to kill another in 
an unlawful Manner as it were, and what 
the Law calls Murder, that is quite and 
clear another Thing. I ihould not care 
to be convifted of Murder any more 
than another Man. Why now. Captain, 
you have been abroad in the Wars they 
tell me, and to be fure mud have killed 
Men in your Time. Pray was you 

M 5 * ever 
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* ever afraid afterwards, of fceii^ their 
» Ghofts ? 

* That is a different Affair, 'ctics Booth -, 

* but I would not kilLaMan ia cold Blood. 

* 6^ aa the World. 

^ Tbert is no Difference at aU, as I can 
. ^ fee, erics, the Bailiff. One is as much. 

* in the Way of Bufinefs as the other. 

* When Gentlemen behave themfelves like 
/ unto Qendemen>^ I know how to trca^ 
. * them as fuch as well as any Officer the 
> King hath.- — r-And when they do not,. 

^ why they muft take what follows, and. 
^ the Law doth, not call it Murder. 

Bfio^ very plainly faw- that the Bailiff^ 
had fquared his Confcience exadly ac- 
cording to Law, and that he could net 
cafily fubvert his W^y of Thinking. He 
therefore gave up the Caufe, and defir!d 
the Bailiff tci expedite the Bonds, which 
he promifcd to do,, faying, he hoped he 
had ufed him with proper Civility, this 
Time if he had not the laft,, and that he 
fliould be remember'd fox it. 

But befor.e we clofe this Chapter, we 
fliall endeavour to futisfy an Enquiry 

whichg 
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which may arife in our moft favourite 
Readers, (for fo arc the moft curious) 
Kow it came to pafs that fuch a Perfon as • 
was Dr. Harrifon (houid employ fuch - a 
Fellow- as* this Murphy . 

The Cafe then was thus. This Murphy 
had been Clerk to an Attorney in the 
the very fame Town in which the Dpdbor 
liv'd, and when he was^ out of his Time 
had fet up with a Charafter fair enough, 
and had married a Maid Servant gf Mrs. 
Harris^ by which Means he had all the 
Bufinef^ to which that Lady and her 
Friends, in which Number was the Do^or, 
could recommend him. 

Murphy went on with his Bufinefs,'* 
and thrived very well, *till he happened 
to make an unfortunate Slip, in which he 
was detedted by a Brother of the fame 

• Calling. But' tho' we call this by the 
gentle Name of a Slip, in Refpefk to its 
being fo extremely common, it was a 
Matter in whfch the Law» if it had ever 

' come to its Ears would have pafTed a 
very fevcre Cenfure, : being indeed no 
kfs than Perjury and Subornation of 
Perjury. 

M f> Tbis^ 
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Town, partly perhaps out of Good-will 
to him, and partly from the Recommen- 
dation of Mifs Harris ; for as he bad 
married a Servant of the Family, and a 
particular Favourite of her's,. there can 
be no wonder . that Ihe who was entirely 
igporant of the Affair above related, as 
well as of his Coiidudt in Town, fhould 
continue her Favour to him. It will ap- 
pear therefore, I apprehend, no longer 
urange, that, the Doftor who had feen 
this Man but three Times fines his Re- 
moval to T^wn,.and then converfed with 
him only on Bufinefs, fliould remain as 
ignorant of his- Life and Ch^rafler, as a 
Man generally^ is^ of. the Charafter of the 
Hackney Coachman who' drives him. Nor 
doth it refledl more on the Honour or 
Underftanding of the Dodlor under thefe 
Gircumftances to employ Murphy^ than 
it would if he had been driven about the 
Town by a Thief or a Murderer. 

c h:a p; vr;. 

U^at pajjed between the BoSltr attd the Jitk 

. Man, 

WE left the Doftor in the laft Chap- 
ter with the wounded* Man^, to 
whom the. DocStor in a very genrie Ycnrt 
fpokc as follows : ^ X . 
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* I am forry. Friend,, to fee you in this> 
^Situation! and am very ready to give 

* you any .Comfort, or Affiftance within 
^ my Power.. 

•' I thank you kindly, Doftor, faid the 
. *• Man. Indeed I. fhould not have pre- 
*- fumed to. have fent to you had I not" 
*- known yout Charader : for thp' I be- 

* lieve I am not at. all known to you, 

* I have lived many Years in that Town 
> where you yaurfclf had a Houfe: my 

*' Name is Robivfon. I ufed to ride for 

* the Attornies in thofe Parts, and I have 

* been employed on your Bufinefs in my/ 
*' Time., 

* Ido not.recolleAyou, nor your Namc>*^ 
did the Do<5lor, * but confi.der, jFriend,' your 
** Moments are precious,. and your Bufinefs, . 
•-■as I am informed, is to offer up your. 
*- Prayers . to that. Great Being, before 

* whom you.are fhortly to, appear. -— 

^But firft let me exhort you earneftly to a 
*moft ferioujs Repentance of all your Sins. 

* ODodlbr, faid the Man— Pray, what 

* 18 your Opinion of a Death bed R4- 
^ pentaoc^f 
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« If Repentance is fincere, cries the 

* Doctor, I hope thorough the Mercies 

* tod Merits of our moft powerful and 

* benign Intcrceffor it will never come too 
f late. 

« ^t db not you diink» Sir, cries the 

* Man, that in Order to obtain Forgivc- 

* nefs of any great Sin we have commie- 

* ted by an Injury done to our Neigh- 
< hours, it is necef]^ry, as far as in us Kes, 
^ to make all the Amends we can to the 

* Party injur'd, and to undo if poflible 
; the Injury we have done, 

*Mofl: undoubtedly, cries the Doftor, 
f our Pretence to Repentance would other- 
1^ wife be grofs Hypocrify, and an impu- 

* dent Attempt to deceive and impofe 

* upon our Creator himfelf. 

* Indeed I am of the fame Opinion, 
cries the Penitent ; * and I think further, 

* that this is thrown in my Way, and 

* hinted to me by that great Being: for 

* an Accident happened to me Yefterday, 

* by which, as Things have fallen out 
{ fince, I think I plainly difcern the Hand 
f of Providence. I went Yefterday, Sir, 

' you 



> 
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* you muft know, to a Pawnbroker's, to 

* pawn the laft Moveable, which, except 
^ the poor Cloatfis you fee on my Back^ 

* I am worth in the World; While I was 

* there, a young Lady came in to pawn 

* her Figure, ^he had difguifed herfelf 

* fo much, and pulled her Hood to ovor 
^ her Face, that I did sot know her white 

* fhe ftaid, which was fcarce three Mi- 

* nutes. As foon aa Ihe was gone, the 

* Pawnbroker taking the Pidure in his 

* Handy cried out — Up^i ffry fVcrd this is 

* tbe bandfomeft Face I ever Jaw in ny Life, 
^ I dcfired him to let me look on the Pic- 

* Cure^ which he readily did-r-and I no 

* fooner caft my Eyes upon it, than the 
^ ftrong Refemblance Itrpck me, &nd I 

* knew it to be Mrs. Booik* 

• Mx&. Booth! what Mx%. Booth ?^ cries 
the Dodor. 

♦ Captain Booth* ^ Lady, the Captain who 
f is now below,' faid the other. 

* How!' cries the po£tor with great 
Impetuofity. 

« Have Patience,' faid the Man, * and 
f 70U ihall hear all I exprelTed fome 

• Sur- 
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• Surprize to the Pawnbroker, and^ alked 

• the Lady^is Name. He anfwcred that he 

• knew not her Name, but that (he was 

• fome undone Wretch, who had the Day 
'* before left all her Cloaths with him in 
f pawn. My Guilt immediately flew in 
j% my Face, and told me I had been Ac- 

• ceflary to this Lady's Undoing; The 

• fudden Shock fo afF«ifled me, that had 
f it not been for a Dram which the Pawn- 
5 broker gave me, I believe I Ihould have 
i funk on the SpoB.* 






* AcceflTary to her Undoing ! How ac- 
ceflary ?* faid the Doftor. * Pray tell 
me, for I am impatient to hear/ 




* I will tell you ail, as faft as I ean^' cries 
the fick Man. * You know, good Doc- 

* tor, that Mrs. Harris of our Town had 

* two Daughters, this Mrs. Booth and an- 

* other. Now, Sir, it feems the other 

• Daughter had, fome Way or other, dif- 

• obliged her Mother, a little before the 
.* old Lady died ^ therefore Ihe made a 

• Will, and left all her Fortune, except 
^ one thoufand Pound, to Mrs. Bcolb ; to 

• which Will Mr. Murphy^ myfelf, and 

* another, who is now dead, were the Wit- 
t aefles. Mrs. Harris afterwards died fud- 

* dcnlyv 
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* denly ; upon which k was contrived, 
^ by her other Daughter and Mr. Afor- 

* piy to make a new Will, in which 

* Mrs. Booib had a Legacy of 10/. and 

* all the reft was given to the other. To 

* this Will Murphy J myfelf, and the fame 

* third Perfon, again fet our Hands/ 

* Good Heaven ! how wonderful is thy 

* Providence/ cries the Do<^or — - * Afer- 

* phy fay you ?' 

* He himfelf. Sir/ anfwered Robinfoti\ 
} Murphy^ who is the greateft Rogue I 
f believe now in the World.* 

* Pray, Sir, proceed,' cries the Doftor. 

• For this Service, Sir,* faid Robivfin^ 

* myfclfand the third Perfon, ont Carter^ 

* received aoo/. each. What Reward 
< Murphy himfelf had, I know not. 

Carter died foon afterwards ; and from 

* that Time, at fcveral Payments, I have 
^ by Threats extorted above loo/. more— • 



•i 



« 



And this. Sir, is the whole Truth, which 
* I am ready ta teftify, if it would pleafe 
5 Heaven to prolong my Lite* 



I 
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• I hope it will/ cries the Doftor 5 * but 

• fomettung muft be done for Fear of Ac- 

• cidents 1 will fend to Cooncil imme- 

« diately, to know how to fcturc youl: 

• Teftimony.— Whom can I get to fend ?- 

• Stay, ay he will do-— but I know 

• not where his Houfe or his Chambers are 

• I will go myfelf—— but I may be 

• wanted here.' 

While the Dodbor was in this violent 
Agitation, the Surgeon made his Appear- 
ance. The Dodbor ftood ftill in a medi- 
tating Pofture, while the Surgeon ' exa- 
mined his Patient. After which the Doc- 
tor begged him to declare his Ofrinion, 
and whether he thought the wounded Man 
in any infimediate Danger of Death. * * I 

• do not know,' anfwered the Surgeon, 

• what you [calltimtnediate. He may 

• live fevcral Days- — ' ^ nay he may 

• recover. It is inopdffible to give an^y 

• certain Opinion in thefe Cafes.' He thein 
launched forth into a Set of Terms, which 
the Doftor, with all his Scholarfliip, could 
not underftand. To fay the Truth, many 
of them were not to be found in any Dic- 
tionary or Lexicon. 

« 

One 
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One Difcovery however the Doftor 
made, and that was, that the Surgeon was 
a very ignorant, conceited Fellow, and 
knew nothing of his Profeflion. He re- 
folved therefore to get better Advice for 
the Sick ; but this he poflponed at prefent, 
and applying bimfelf to the Surgeon, faid 
he flbould be very much obliged to hinii 
if he knew where to find fuch a Counfel- 
lor, and would fetch him thither. ♦ I 

* Ihould not alk fuch a Favour of you^ 

* Sir,' fays the Doftor, * if it was not on 
^ Bufinefs of the lad: Importance, or if | 

* could find any other Meflenger.* 

* I fetch— Sir ! * faid the) Surgeon very 
angrily* * Do you take me for a Foot- 

* 'manj or a Porter ? I don't know who 

* you are ; but I believe you are fyll as 

* proper to go on fuch an Errand as I 
« am ;' (for as the Doftor, who was juft 
come off his Journey, was very rou^ly 
drcffed, the Surgeon held him in no great 
Refpe6k.) The Surgeon then called aloud 
from the Top of the Stairs, Let my Coach- 
man draw up, and ftrutted off without 
any Ceremony, telling his Patient he would 
call again the next Day. 

At 
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This Brother Attorney being a very 
good-natur'd Man, and unwilling to be- 
fpatter his own Profeffion, and confider- 
ing perhaps that the Conftquence did in 
no wife affeft the Public, who. had no 
Manner of Intercft in the AltematiVe, 
whether A. in whom the Right was, <or 
5. to whom Mn Murphy by the Means 
laforef^d, had transferred it, fucceeded in 
an Aftion. We mention this Particular, 
becaufe as this Brother Attorney was a 
very violent Party Man, and a profefied 
Stickler for the Public, to fuffer any In- 
jury to have been done to that, ^ould 
have been highly inconfiftent with his 
Principles. 

This Gentleman therefore came to Mr. 
Murpiy^ and after fhewing him that he 
had it in 'hte Power to convidt him of the 
aforefaid Crime, very generouHy told him 
that he Jiad not the teaft Delight in bring- 
ing any Man to Deftrudlion, nor the leaft 
Animofity againlt him. All that he in- 
fifted upon was, that he would not live 
in the fame Town or County with one 
who had been guilty of fuch an AfticMi. 
He then told Mr. Murphy that he 
would keep the Secret on two Conditions ; 

the 
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the one was th^t he immediately quitted 
that Country, the other was, tiiat he 
Ihould convince him he deftrved this 
Kindtie6 by hi^ Gratitude, and that 
Murphy Ihould transfer to the other all the 
Bufinefs which he then had in thofe Parti, 
and to which he could poffibly recommmd 
him. 

It is the Obferarion of a "W5ry wife 
Man, that it is a Very common Exercife 
of Wifdom in this World, of two Evils 
to.chufe the lerft. The Reader there- 
fore cannot doubt«but that Mr. Murpby 
complied with the Alternative prdpofcd 
by his kind Brother, and accepted the 
Terms on which Secrecy was to be ob- 
tain'd. 

This happened while the Doftor was 
abroad, and with all this, except the 
Departure of Murpby^ not only the 
Dodor, but the whole Town (fave his 
aforefaid Brother alone) were to this Day 
unacquainted. 

The Dodor at his Return hearing that 
Mr. Murpfy was gone, applied to the 
other Attorney in his Affairs, who ftill 
employed this MUrpfy as his Agent in 

Town, 
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Upon diis one of the fturdieft and for* 
"(KFardeft of the Mofa^ an4 who by a fuperi-^ 
or Strength of Body, an^ of Lungs, pr&i 
fided in this Aflembly, declared he would 

fufier no fuch Thing. • D m me,* Cays 

he, ^ away to the Pump mth the Catchn 

• pole dircflJy Ihcw me your Writ, 

< or let the Gentleman g(H***-^you (hall 
f not arreft a Man contrary to Law.* 

He then laid his Hands on the Do6bor» 
who ftill faft griping the Attorney, cried 
out : ' He is a Villain — I am noBailiflP, but 
^ a Clergyman, and this Lawyer is guilty 
^ of Forgery, and hath ruined a poor 

• Family.* 



* How !' cries the Spokefman- 
* Lawyer ! that alters the Cafe— ^ 



* Yes, faith,' cries another of the Mob, 

* it is Lawyer Murphy. I know him very 
^ well/ 

* And hath he ruined a poor Family ? 

* Like enough, faith, if he's a Lawyer. — • 

* Away with him to the Juftice immedi- 
5 *tely.* 



The 



% 
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The Bailiff now came up defiring tm 
know what was the Matter ; to whom Doc« 
tor Harripm anfwered^ that he bad arrefted 
that Villain for Forgery. * How can you 

* arreB: him/ cries the Bailiff, ^ you are 

* no Officer, nor have any Warrant ? Mn 

* Murphy is a Gentleman, and he ihall 

* be ufed as fuch.' 

• Nay to be fufe/ cries the Spokef- 

* man, there ought to be aWarrant 5 that's 

* the Truth on*t.* 

* There needs no Warrant,"' cries the 
Doftor. * I accufe him of Felony ; and I 

* know fo much of the Law of Etig-> 

* landi that any Man may arrefl: a 

* Felon without any Warrant what'cvcr. 

* ThisVillain hath undone a poor Family ; 

* and 1 will die on the Spot before I part 

* with him.* 

• If the Law be fo: ' cries the Orator, 

* that is another Matter. And to' be 

* fure, to ruin a poor Man is the greateft 

* of Sins. And being a Lawyer too, 

* makes it fo much the worfe — He fliali 

* go before the Juftice, d— n me if he 

Vol. IV. N * Ihan't 
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* fhan't go before the Juftice. I fays the 
♦.Word he IhaU.* 

* I fay he b a Gentleman, and fhall be 
^ ufed according to Law/ cries the Bailiff. 

* And though you are a Clergyman,' faid 
he to Harrifon^ * you don*t (hew yourfdf 
*. as one by^your A^ons.* 

* That's a Bailiff,' cries one of the 

* Mob one Lawyer will always ftand 

' by another ; but I think the Clergyman 
^ is a very good Man, and ads becom- 

* ing a Clergyman to ftand by the Poor.' 

At which Words the Mob all gave a 
great Shout, and feveral cried out : ^ Bring 

* him along, away with him to the Juftice*' 

And now a Conftable appeared, and 
with an authoritative Voice declared what 
he was, produced his Staff, and demanded 
the Peace. 

The Doctor then delivered his Prlfoner 
over to the Officer, and charged him with 
Felony ; the Conftable received him ; the 
Attorney fubmitted ; the Bailiff was huih- 
ed ; and the Waves of the Mob immedi- 
ately fubfided. 

The 




Oi. 6. AMELIA. 167 

The Doctor now balanced with himfelf 
how he fhould proceed -, at laft he deter- 
mined to have Booth 3, Httle longer in Cap- 
tivity, and not to quit Sight of Murpby^ 
before he had lodged him ^fe with a Ma- 
giftrate. They then all moved forwards 
to the Juftice ; the Conftable and his Pri- 
foner marching firfl, the Doctor and the 
BailiflF following next, and about five 
Thoufand Mob, (for no left Number 
were affembkd in a very few Minutes) 
following in the Proceffion. 

They found the Magiftrate juft fitting 
down to his Dinner ; however, when he 
was acquainted with the Doftor's Profeffi- 
on, he immediately admitted him, and 
heard his Bufinefs. Which he no fooner 
perfeftly underftood, with all its Circum- 
ftances, than he refolved, tho* it was then 
very late, and he had been fatigued al! the 
Morning with public Bufinefs, to poftpone 
all Reireihment 'till he had difcharged his 
Duty. He accordingly adjourned the Pri- 
foner and his Caufe to the Bailiffs Houfe, 
whither he himfelf with the Doftor imme- 
diately repaired, and whither the Attorney 
was followed by a much larger Number 

N2 of 
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of Attendants than he had been honoured 
with before. 

CHAP. vn. 

In which the H0ory draws towards a C$ih 

NOTHING could exceed the Afb- 
nilhment of Booth at the Behaviour 
of the DofbAr, at the Time when he (al- 
lied forth in Purfuit of the Attorney; for 
which it was fo impoflibk for him to ac- 
count in any Manner whatever. He re- 
mained a long Time in the utmoft Tor- 
ture of Mind, tiU at laft the BailifPs Wife 
came to him, and afked him if the Doc* 
tor was not a Mad-man ; and in Truth he 
could hardly defend him from that Impu- 
tation. 

While he was in this Perplexity, the 
Maid of the Houfe brought him a Mef- 
fage from Robinfony defiring the Favour 
of feeing him above Stairs. With this he 
immediately complied. 

When thefe two were alone together, 
and the Key turned on them (for the Bai- 
Ufi's Wife was a moft careful Perfon, 

and 
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and never omitted that Ceremony in the 
Ab&nce of her Hufband^ having always 
at her Tongue's End that exrellent Pro- 
verb of Safe bind, fiafe find.) Robinfon 
looking ftedfaftly upon Booib^ faid, * I 

* believe. Sir, you fcarce remember me.* 

Booth anfwered, that he thought he had 
fcen h'ls'Face fomewhere before; but could 
not th,en recoUtA when or where. 

• Indeed, Sir,* anfwcred the Man, ^ it 

* was a Place which no Man can remem- 

* ber with Pleafure. But do you not re- 
. * mierober, a few Weeks ago, that youhad 

^ the Mistortune to be in a certain Prifon in 

* this Town^ where you loft a triBing Sum 

* at Cards to a Fellow prifoner P* 

This Hint fuflficiently awakened Booth^% 
Memory, and he now recoUcfted the 
Features of Iris old Friend Robinfon. He 
anfwered him a little furlily, * I know you 

* now very well \ but I did not imagine 
^ you would ever have reminded me of 

* that Tranlaction.* 

• Alas, Sir !* anfwered Robinfon^ « what- 

* ever happened then was very trifling, 
^ compared to the Injuries I have done you 1 

N 3 * but 
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* but if my Life be fpared long enoug 
^ I will now undo it all ; and as I ha^ 
^ been one of your worft Enemies, I w 

* now be one of your beft Friends.* 

He was jufl: entering upon his Stor 
when a Noife was heard below, whi< 
might be almoft compared to what ha 
been heard in Holland^ when the Dyk 
have given Way, and the Ocean in j 
Inundation breaks in upon the Land, 
feemed indeed as if the whole World w 
burfting into the Houfe at once. 

Booth was a Man of great Firmnefs 
Mind, and he had need of it all at tl 
Inftant. As for poor Robinfon^ the ufv 
Concomitants of Guilt attended him, ai 
he began to tremble in a violent Ma 
ner. 

The firft Perfon who afcended the Stai 
was the Doftor, who no fooner faw Boc 
than he ran to him and embraced hir 
crying* ' My Child, I wifli you Joy wi 

* all my Heart. Your Suflferings are \ 

* at an End ; and Providence hath doi 

* you the Juftice at laft, which it will o; 

* Day or other render to all Men.— Y< 

* will hear all prefcntlyj but I can nc 

* on 
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* only tell you, that your Sifter is dif- 
' covered, and the Eftate is your own/ 

Booth was in fuch Confufion, that he 
fcarce made any Anfwer 5 and now ap- 
peared the Juftice and his Clerk, and im- 
mediately afterwards the Conftable with 
his Prifoner, the BailifF, and as raany 
more as could pollibly crowd up Stairs. 

The Dodor now addreffed himfelf to 
the fick Man, and defired him to repeat 
the fame Information before the Jullice 
which he had made already 5 to which Ro- 
binfon readily confented. 

* While the Clerk was taking down the 
Infornj^ation, the Attorney exprcflcd a very 
impatient Defire to fend inftantly for his 
Clerk ; and expreffed fo much Uneafinefs 
at the Confufion in which he had left his 
Papers at home, that a Thought fuggeftcd 
itfelf to the Do6tor, that if his Houte was 
fearched, fome Lights, and Evidence, re- 
lating to this Affair,, would certainly be 
found i he therefore defired the Juftice 
to grant a Search- Warrant immediately, 
to fearch his Houfe. 

N4 The 
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The Juftice anfwered that he had no 
fuch Power. That if there was any Suf- 
picion of llolen Goods, he could grant a 
Warrant to Search for them. 

• H^w, Sir !• faid the Doftor, « can 

* you grant a Warrant to fearch a Man's 

* Houfe for a filver Tea-fpoon, and not 

* in a Cafe like this, where aMan is robbed 

* of his whole Eftate ?* 

• Hold, Sir,* fays the fick Man, * I 
*■ believe I can anfwer that Point *, for I can 

* iwear he hath feveral Title Deeds of the 

* Eftate now in his Poffeflion, which I am 

* fure were ftolen from the right Owner.* 

The Juftice ftill hefitated. He faid 
Title Deeds favoured of the Realty, and 
it was not Felony to fteal them. If indeed 
they were taken away in a Box, then it 
would be Felony to fteal the Box. 

• Savour of the Realty ! favour of the 
« Fartaliy^* faid the Doctor, * I never heard 

* fuch incomprehenfible Nonfenfe. This is 

* impudent, as well as childifti trifling with 

* the Lives and Properties of Men.' 

« WeU, 
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• Well, Sir,* faid R^binfirtj « I now am 
^ Aire I can do his Bulinefs ; for I know 

* he hath a filver Cup in his PqlTcflion, 
^ which is the Propercv of this Gentleman, 
(meaning Booth) * and how he got it but 
^ by Stealth, let him account if he ca(i/ 

* That will do,* cries the Juftice with 
great Pleafure. ^ That will do*, and if 

* you will charge him on Oath with that, 

* I willinftantly grant my Warrant tofearch 

* his Houfe for it.* • And I will go and fee 

* it executed,* cries the Doctor: For it was a 
Maxim of his, that no Man could defcend 
below himfelf in doing any A6t which may 
contribute to proteft an innocent Perfon, 
or to bring a Rogue to the Gallows. 

The Oath was inftantly taken, the War- 
rant figned, and the Dodor attended the 
G>nftable in the Execution of it.* 

The Clerk then proceeded in taking 
the Information of Robinlon^ and had 
juft finiihed it, when the Dodor returned 
with the utmoft Joy in his Countenance, 
and declared that he had fufficicnt Kvi- 
dence of the Faft in his PoflcfTion. i Ic 
had indeed two or three Letters from M\k 
Harris^ in anfwer to the Attorney's frc 

N 5 o'jcnt 
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quent Demands of Money for Secrecy, 
that fully explained the whole Villainy. 

The Juftice now a0ced the Prifoner 
what he had to (ay for himfelf, or whe- 
ther he chofe to fay any Thing in his own 
Defence. 

• Sir,* faid the Attorney with great 
.* Confidence, I am not to defend myfelf 

* here. It will: be of no Service to me ; 

* for r know you neither can, nor will dif- 
^ charge me. But I am extremely inno- 
^ cent of all this Matter^ as I doubt not 
^ mit to make appear to the Satisfadion 

* of a Court of Juftice.' 

The legal previous Ceremonies were 
then gone through of binding over the 
Profecutor, i^c. and then the Attorney 
was committed to Newgate ; whither he 
was efcorted amid ft the Acclamations of 
the Populace. 

When Murphy was departed, and a 
iittle Calm rcftorcd in the Houfe, the 
Juftice made his Compliments of Congra- 
tulation to Booth ; who, as well as he could 
in his prefent Tumult of Joy, returned his 
Thanks to both the Magiftrate and the 

Doc- 
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Doftor. They were now all preparing to 
depart, when Mr. Bondum ftept up to 
B^ofby and faid : ' Hold, Sir, you have 
' forgot one Thing— —you have not given 
' Bail yet.* 

This occafioned fome Diftrefs at this 
Time ; for the Attorney's Friend was de- 
parted ; but when the Juftice heard this, 
ne immediately offered himfelf as the other 
Bondfman ; and thus ended the Affair. 

It was now pad Six o'Clock, and 
none of the Gentlemen had yet dined. 
They very readily therefore accepted the 
Magiftrate*s Invitation, and went all to- 
gether to his Houie, 

' And now the very firft Thing that was 
done, even before they fet down to Din* 
ner, was to difpatch a Meflenger to one 
of the beft Surgeons in Town, to take Care 
of Robinfm.'^ and another Meflenger to 
Bcoth\ Lodgings, to prevent /Aw^i^'s Con- 
cern at their ftaying to long. 

The latter however was to little Piir- 
pofe i for Amelia's Patience had been worn 
cut before, and fhe had taken a Hackney- 
Coach, and driven to the BaUiff''si, where 

N 6 fhe 
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fhe arrived a little after the Departure of 
her Huiband, and was thence directed to 
the Juftice's* 

Though there was no kind ' of Reafon 
for Ametia^s Pright at hearing that her 
Huft>and and Doctor Harrifon were gone 
before the Juftice \ and though flie indeed 
ioiagined that they were there in the Light 
of Complainants, not of Offenders % yet 
fo tender were her Fears for her Hufband, 
and fo much had her gentle Spirits been 
lately agitated, that fhe had a thoufand 
Apprehenfions of (he knew not what. 
y^htn fhe arrived therefore at the Houfe, 
fhe ran directly into the Room, where all 
the Company were at Dinner, fcarce know- 
ing what ihe did, or whither (he was go- 
ing. 

She found her Hufband in fuch a Si' 
tuation, and difcovercd fuch Chearful- 
nefs in his Countenance, that fo violent 
a Turn was given to her Spirits, that (he 
was jufl: able, with the Afliftance of a Giafs 
of Water, to fupport herfelf. She foon 
however recovered her Calmnefs, and in 
a little Time began to eat what might in- 
deed be-almoft called her Breakfaft. 

The 
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The Jufticc now wifhed her Joy of 
what had happened that Day ; for which 
(he kindly thanked him, apprehending he 
meant the Liberty of her Hufband. His 
Worfhip might perhaps have explained 
himfelf more largely, had not the Etoftor 
given him a timely Wink ; for this wife 
and good Man was fearful of making fuch 
a Difcovery all at once to yimelia^ left 
it fhpuld overpower her *, and luckily the 
Juftice's Wire was not well enough ac- 
quainted with the Matter to fay any thing 
more on it than barely to aflure the Lady 
that Ihe joined in her Hufband's Con- 
gratulation. 

Amelia was then in a clean white Gown, 
which (he had that Day redeemed, and was 
indeed dreffed all over with great Neat- 
nefs and Exaftnefs •, with the Glow there- 
fore which arofe in her Features from finding 
her Hufband releafed from his Captivity, 
(he made fo charming a Figure, that ihe at- 
tracted the Eyes of the Magiftrate and of his 
Wife, and they both agreed when thev 
were alone, that they had never feen fo 
charming a Creature ; nay Booth himfelf 
afterwards told her that he fcarce ever re- 
membered her to look fo extremely beau- 
tiful as fhe did that Evening. Whe- 
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Whether Amelia's Beauty, or the Re- 
flexion on the remarkable Aft of Juftice 
he had performed, or whatever Motive 
filled the Magiftrate with extraordinary 
good Humour, and opened his Heart and 
Cellars, I will not determine ; bur he gave 
them fo hearty a Welcome, and they were 
all fo pleafed with each other, that jimelia^ 
for that- one Night, trufted the Care of 
her Children to the Woman where they 
lodged, nor did the Company rife from 
Table till the Clock ftruck eleven. 

They then feparated. Amelia and Booth 
having been fet down at their Lodgings 
retired into each other's Arms ; nor did 
Booth that Evening, by the Doftor's Ad- 
vice, mention one Word of the grand Af- 
fair to his Wife. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Thus this Hijiory draws nearer to a Conclufion. 

IN the Morning early Amelia received 
the following Letter from Mrs. At- 
kinfon. 

* The Surgeon of the Regiment, to 
? which the Captain my Huflxand late- 

4 ly 
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ly belonged, and who came this E- 
yening to fee the Captain, hath almoit 
frightened me out of my Wits by a 
ftrange Story of your Hufband being 
committed to Frifon by a Juftice of 
Peace for Forgery. For Heaven's Sake 
fend me theTruth. If my Hufband can be 
of any Service, weak as he is, he will be 
carried in a Chair to ferve a Brother Officer 
for whom he hath a Regard, which I 
need not mention. Or it the Sum- of 
20/. will be of any Service to you, I wiM 
wait upon you with it the Moment I 
can get my Cloaths on, the Morning 
you receive this ; for it is too late to 
fend to Night. The Captain begs 
his hearty Service and Refpe^ts, and be- 
lieve me, 

Dear Madam^ 

Tour ever affeSfionate Friendy 

and humHe Servant ^ 
* F. Atkinfon^* 

When Amelia read this Letter to Booth 
they were both equally furprifed, Ihe at 
the Commitment tor Forgery, and he at 
feeing fuch a Letter from Mrs. Atkinfonj^ 
J£qx he was a Stranger yet to the Reconci- 
liation that had happened. 

Bootb'i 
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Bo$tb^% Doubts were- firft fatisfied by 
Amelia^ from which he received great 
Pleafurc ; for he really had a very great 
Affeftion and Fondnefs for Mr. Afkinfon^ 
who indeed fo well defervcd it. * Well, 
^ my Dear,* faid he to Amelia fmiling, 

* Ihall we accept this generous Offer ? 

* O fy ! no certainly,' anfwercd (he. 

* Why not, cries Booths it is but a Trifle ; 
f and yet it will be of great Service to us ? 

* But confider, my Dear,' faid (he, * how 

* ill thefe poor People can fpare it. 

* They can fpare it for a little while, 'faid 
Booth J •and. we (hall foonpay it them again? 

' When, my Dear ?' faid Amelia, * Do, 

* my dear JVtll^ confider our wretched Cir- 

* cumftances. I beg you let us go into 

* the Country immediately, and live upon 

* Bread and Water, till Fortune pleafes to 

* fmile upon us. 

* I am convinced that Day is not far 

* off,* faid Booth, • However, give me 

* Leave to fend an Anfwer to Mrs. Atkif0 

* hnjony that we (ball be glad of her Com- 

* pany immediately toBreakfaft, * You 
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* You know I never contradiA you/ faid 
flie, * but I aflure you it is contrary to my 
^ Inclinations to take this Money. 

* Well, fuffer me,' cries he, * to aft this 
' once contrary to your Inclinations.* He 
then writ a (hort Note to Mrs. Aikinjon^ 
and difpatched it away immediately ; which 
when he had done, -^w^^^^ faid, * I' (hall 

* be glad of Mrs. Atkinfon^s Company to 

* Breakfaft ; but yet I wiih you would 

* oblige me in refufing this Money. Take 

* fiv& Guineas only. That is indeed fuch 
^ a Sum, as, if we never fliould pay ic, 

* would fit light on my Mind. The 

* laft Perfons in the World from whom I 
« would receive Favours of that Sort, are 
^ the poor and generous. 

* You can receive Favours only from the 

* the Generous,' *cries Booth ; * and, to be 

* plain with you, there are very few who 
^ arc generous tha^ are not poor. 

' What think you,' faid fhe, * of Dr. 

* Harrifon ? 

* I do aflure you,* faid Boctbj * he is 
%t far from being rich. The Doftor hath 
^ an Income of little more than 600/. ^ 

* Yearj 
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^ Year; aod I am conviDced he gives away 
^ four of it. Indeed he is one of the beft 

* Oeconomifts in the World ; but yet I 

* am pofitive he never was at any Time 
' poS^&d of 500 /. fince he hath been a 
^ Man. Confider, dear Emefy^ the late 
^ Obligations we have to this Gentleman, 
^ it would be unreafonable to exped more, 

* at leaft at prefent ; my Half-pay is mort- 

' gaged for a Year to come. How then 

' Ihall we live? 

* By our Labour,' anfwered fhe, ' I am 
^ able to labour, and I am fure I am not 
^ afhamed of it. 

^ And do you really think you can fup- 

* port fuch a Life ? 

* I am fure I could be happy in it,* an- 
fwered Amelia, * And why not I as weJl 

* as a thoufand others, who have not the 

* Happinefs of fuch a Hulband to make 

* Life delicious ? Why fliould I complain 

* of my hard Fate, while fo many, who 

* are much poorer than I, enjoy theirs'; 

* Am I of a fuperior Rank of Being to 

* the Wife of the honeft Labourer ? Am 

* I not Partaker of one common Nature 
t with her ? 

* My 
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* My Angel/ cries Booths * it delights 

* me to hear you talk thus, and for aReafon 

* you little guefs -, for I am aflured that 

* one who can fo heroically endure Ad - 
' verfity, will bear Profperity with equal 

* Greatnefs of Soul ; for the Mind that 

* cannot be dejefted by the former, is not 

* likely to be tranfported with the latter/ 

* If it had plcafed Heaven*, cried (he, 

* to have tried me,- I think, at lead I hope 

* I (hould have preferved my Humility. 

* Then, my Dear/ faid he, * I will re- 

* late you a Dream I had laft Night. You 

* know you lately mentioned a Dream of 
yours. 



c 



* Do fo, faid (he, I am attentive.' 

* I dreamt, faid he, this Night that we 

* were in the moft miferable Situation 

* imaginable. Indeed in the Situation we 

* were Yefterday Morning, or rather 

* worfe, that I was laid in a Prifon for 

* Debt, and that you wanted a Morfel of 

* Bread to feed tne Mouths of your hun- 

* gry Children. At length (for nothing 

* you know is quicker than the Tranfition 

* in Dreams) Dr. Harrijon methought 

♦ came 
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^ came to me, with Chearfulnefs and Joy 
^ in his Countenance. The Prifbn Doors 
^ immediately flew open ; and Dr. Hani- 
^ fm introduced you, gayly tho' not richly 

* drefied. That you gently chid me for 
^ ftaying fo long ; all on a fudden appeared 
^ a Coach with four Horfes to it, in which 

* was a Maid Servant with our two Chil- 

* dren. We both immediately went into 
^ the Coach, and taking our Leave of the 

* DoAor, fet out towards your Country 

* Houie : for yours I dreamt it was. 

* I only aflc you now if this was real, and 
^ the Tranfition almoft as fudden, could 
« you fupport it ? 

Amelia was going to anfwer when Mrs* 
Aikinfon came into the Room, and after 
very litde previous Ceremony prefcntcd 
Booth with a Bank Note, which he received 
of her, faying, he would very foon repay 
it ; a Promife that a little oflPended /tmelia^ 
as (he thought he had no Chance of keep-* 
ing it. 

The Doftor prcfently arrived, and the 
Company fat down to Breakfaft, during 
which Mrs. Atkinfon entertained them with 
the Hiftory of the Dodors that had attend- 
ed her Hufband, and with many vail £u- 

logiums 
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logiums on him who came laft, by 
wbofe Advice Jikinfon was recovered 
from every thing but the Wcakncfs which 
his Diftemper had occafioned. 

When the Tea -Table was removed. 
Booth told the Do6tor that he had acquaint- 
ed his Wife with a Dream he had laft 
Night. * I dreamt, Doftor, faid he, that 
' ihe was reftored to her Eftate. 

* Very well, faid the Do<ftor ; and if I 

* am to be the Omropolos^ I believe the 

* Dream will come to pafs. To fay the 

* Truth, I have rather a better Opinion of 

* Dreams than Horace had. Old Homer 
' fays they came from Jupiter •, and as to 

* your Dream, I have often had it in my 

* waking Thoughts, that fome time or 
' other that Roguery (for fo I was always 
' convinced it was) would be brought to 
' Light : For the fame Homer fays, as 

* you. Madam, (meaning Mrs. Atkinfon) 

* very well know, 

E?7r«f yi^ r£ x; ocCtIk *OXujtATj^ ix, ir£\s(rc£v^ 
"'Ex T£ ^ 0^6 reXsT : cvv tb fxiyolXt^ dirirM'stv 

I have 

♦ ^ juipitcr iioth f99t immediately execute bh FengC"' 
4tttci I be *wiU however execute it at laft \ and their 

Tran/^ 
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I have no Greek Ears, Sir, faid Mrs. 
Atkinfon. ^ I believe I could underftand 

* it in the Delphin Homer. 

I wi(h, cries he, my dear Child, (to 

* Amelia) you would read a little . in the 

* Ddphin Ariftotlej or elfe in fome Chriftian 

* Divine, to learn a DoArine which you 
' will one Day have a Ufe for, I mean to 

* bear the hardeft of all human Conflifls, 

* and fupport with an even Temper and 

* without any violent Tranfports of Mind, 

* a fudden Guft of Profperity. 

Indeed, cries Amelia^ * I {hould almoft 

* think my Hufband and you, Doftor, had 

* fome very good News to tell me, by 

* your ufing, both of you, the fame Intro- 

* duftion. As far as I know myfelf, I 

* think I can anfwer, I can fupport any 

* Degree of Profperity, and I think I 
' ycfterday Ihew'd I could : For I do 

* affure you, it is not in the Power of 

* Fortune to try me with fuch another 

* Tranfition from Grief to Joy, as I con- 
' *ceived from feeing my Hulband in Prifgn 
' and at Liberty. 

IranfgreJJioriS Jhall fall hea^vily on their oivn Heads^ 
niid on their IVi'ves and Children* 

2 * Well, 
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* Well, you are' a good Girl,* cries the 
Dbftori * and after I have put on my 
' Spedlacles 1 will try you. 

The Doftor then took out a News Paper, 
and read as follows. 

' Yefterday one Murpby^ an eminent 

* Attorney at Law, was committed to 

* Newgate^ for the Forgery of a Will 
^ under which an Eftate hath been for many 

* Years detained from the right Owner/ 



Now in this Paragraph there is fomc- 
thing very remarkable, and that is— — 
that it is true : but opus eft explanatum. In 
the Delphin Edition of this News Paper, 
there is the following Note upon the 
Words Right Owner. ' The Right Owner 

* of this Eftate is a young Lady of the 

* higheft Merit, whofe Maiden Name was 

* Harris^ and who fome Time fincc was 

* married to an idle Fellow, one Lieute- 

* nant Booth. And the beft Hiftorians 

* aflure us, that Letters from the elder 

* Sifter of this Lady, which manifeftly 
' prove the Forgery, and clear up the 

* whole Affair, are in the Hands of an 

* old Parfon, caU*d Dr. Harrifon. 

* And 
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* And is this really true, cries Amelia ? ^ 

* Yes, really, and fincerely» cries the 

* Do&or. The whole Eftate : for your 
« Mother left it you all, and is. as furcly 

* yours, as if you was already in Pofleflion. 

* Gracious Heaven, cries (he, falling 

* on her Knees, I thank you.' And 

then ftarting up, fhe ran to her Hufband, 
and embracing him, cried, ^ My dear 

* Love, I wifh you Joy : and I ought 

* in Gratitude to wifh it you : for you are 

* the Caufe of mine. It is upon yours, 

* and my Children's Account, that I prin- 
' cipally rejoice. 

Mrs. Atkinfon rofe from her Chair, and 
jumped about the Room for Joy, re- 
peating, 

"» 
Tume quod optanti Divum promittere Nemo 
Auderety volvenda Dies^ en^ attulit ultro *. 

Amelia now threw herfelf into a Chair, 
complain'd fhe was a little faint, and 

■■ ■ » I ■ III *i— ^— ^— ^^,^^^ 

• What none of all the Gods could grant thy Vcus, 
Thaty Tumus, this anjfrcious Di^ hejicws, 

3 begg'd 
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beggM a Glafs of Water. The Docftor 
advisM her to be blooded ; but fhe re- 
fufed, faying flie required a Vent of an- 
other Kind.- She t,hen defir'd her 
Children to be brought to her, whom 
ftie imnniediately caught in her Arms, and 
having profufely cried over them for fc- 
veral Minutes, declared fhe was eafy. 
After which fhe foon regained her ufual 
Temper and Complexion. 

That Day they din*d together, and in 
the Afternoon they all, except the Doc- 
tor, vifited Captain ^/it/>?/&» ; he repaired 
^o the'BailifPs Houfe to vifit the fick Man, 
whom he found very chearful, the Surgeon 
having afTur'd him that he was in no 
Danger. 

The Dodor had a long Spiritual Dif- 
courfe with Robinfon^ who afllir'd him 
that he fincerely repented of his paft Life, 
that he was refolv'd to lead his future Days 
in a different Manner, and to make what 
Amends he could for his Sins to the So- 
:iety by bringing one of the grcateft 
[iogues in it to Juftice. There was a Cir- 
rumflance which much pleafed the Doftor, 
md made him conclude that, however -K^?- 
nnfon nad been corrupted by his old Maf- 
:er, he had naturally a good Difpofition. 
This was, that Robinfon declared he was 
chiefly induced to the Difcovery by what 

Vol. IV. O had 
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had happened at the Pawnbroker's, and 
by the Mifcries which he there perceived 
he had been inftru mental in bringing on 
Boioth and his Family. 

The next Day Bcotb and his Wife, at 
the Dodtor's Inftance, din'd with Colonel 
James and his Lady, where they were 
received with great Civility, and all Mat- 
ters were accommodated, without Booth 
ever knowing a Syllable of the Challenge 
even to this Day. 

The Docflor infifted very ftrongly on 
having Mifs Harris taken into Cuftody, 
and iaid, if (he was his Sifter, he would 
deliver her to Juftice. He added befides, 
that it was impoffible to ikreen her, and 
carry on the rrofecution, or indeed re- 
cover the Eftate. Amdia zt Jaft begg'd 
the Delay of one Day only, in which 
Time flie wrote a Letter to her Sifter in- 
forming her of the Difcovery and the 
Danger in which Ihe ftood, and begg'4 
her carneftly .to make her Efcape, with 
many Afiurances that (he would never 
futfer her to know any Diftrefs. This 
Letter (be fent away Exprefs, and it had 
the defir'd EfFeft : for Mifs Harris having 
received fufficient Information from the 
Attorney to the fame Purpofe, immediate- 
ly fct out for Fool^ and from thence to 
trci7ie^ carrying with her all her Money, 
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moft of her Cloaths, and fome few Jewels. 
She had indeed pack'd up Plate and Jewels 
to the Value of 2000?. and upwards. 
But Booth to whom Amelia communicated 
the Letter, prevented her, by ordering 
the Man that went with the Exprefs, (who 
had been a Serjeant of the Foot Gimrds 
recommended to him by /Itkinfon) to fulTer 
the Lady to go whither (hepleafcd^butnotto 
take any Thing w\th her •xcept her Cloaths, 
which he was carefully to fearch. Thelc 
Orders were obey'd pun<5lually, and with 
thefe (he was oblig'd to comply. 

Two Days after the Bird was flown, a 
Warrant from the Lord Chief Jullice ar- 
rived to take her up, the MeflTenger of 
whrch ieturn*d with the News of her 
Flight, highly to the Satisfadlion of Amelia^ 
and confequently of Booths and indeed 
not greatly to the Grief of the Doflor. 

About a Week afterwards Booth and 
Amelia^ with their Children, and Captain 
Atkinfon and his Lady, all fct forwards 
together for Amelia^ Houfe, where they 
arriv'd amidft the Acclamations of all the 
Neighbours, and every public Demonftra- 
tion of Joy. 

They found the Houfe ready prepared 
to receive them by Atkinfotfs Fri^d, the 
old Serjeant, and a good Dinner prepared 
for them by Amelia^s old Nurfe, who was 

O 2 addreiied 
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addrcfled with the utmoft Duty by her Sob 
and Daughter, moft afFedionately carcfsM 
by Booth and his Wife, and by Amelia^s 
abfolute Command feated next to heffelf 
at the Table. At which perhaps were 
affembled fome of the beft and happieft 
People then in the World. 

CHAP. IX. 

In which the Hijlory is concluded. 

HAVING brought our Hiftory to a 
Conclufion, as to thofe Points in 
which we prefume our Reader was chiefly 
interefted, in the foregoing Chapter ; • we 
ihall in this, by way of Epilogue, endea* 
vour to* fatisfy his Curiofity, as to what 
hath fince happened to the principal Pcr- 
fonages of whom we have treated in the 
foregoing Pages. 

Colonel James and his Lady, after liv- 
ing in a polite Manner for many Years 
together, at laft agreed to live in as polite 
a Manner afunder. The Colpnel hath kept 
Mifs Mathews ever fince, and is at length 
grown to doat on her (though now very 
difagreeable in her Perfon, and immenfcly 
fat) to fuch a Degree, that he fubmits to 
be treated by her in the moft tyrannical 
Manner. He 
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He allows his Lady 800 /. a Year, with 
which fhc divides her Time between Tun* 
bridg^^ Bath and London^ and paffes about 
nine Hours in the twenty-four at Cards. 
Her Income is lately increafed by 3000/. 
left her by her Brother Colonel Bath, who 
was killed in a Duel about fix Years ago, 
by a Gentleman who told the Colonel he 
differed from him in Opinion. 

The noble Peer and Mrs. ElUfon have 
been both dead feveral Years, and both 
of the Confequences of their favouriteVices ; 
Mrs. Ellifon having fallen a Martyr to her 
Liquor, and the other to his Amours, by 
which he was at lad become fo rotten, that 
he flunk above Ground. 

The Attorney, Murphy^ was brought to 
his Trial at the Old- Bailey where, after 
much quibbling about the Meaning of a 
very plain Aft of Parliament, he was at 
length convifted of Forgery,' and was 
foon afterwards hanged at Ty/mrn, 

The Witnefs for fomc Time feemed to 
reform his Life, and received a fmall Pcn- 
fion from Boolh ; after which he returned 
to vicious Courfcs', took a Purfe on the 
Highway, was detefted and taken, and 

3 'ol- 
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followed the laft Steps of his old Matter 
So apt are Men, whofe Manners have beer 
once thoroughly corrupted, to return, 
from any Dawn of an Amendment, imc 
the dark Paths of Vice, 

As to Mi{s Harrisj fhe lived three Yean 
with a broken Heart, at Boulogne^ where 
Ihe received annually fifty Pounds from 
her Sifter, who was hardly prevailed on 
by Dr. Harrifon not to fend her a Hun- 
dred, and then died in a moft miferabk 
Manner. 

Mr. Atkinfon upon the whole hath led 
a very happy Life with fiis Wife, though 
he hath been fometimes obliged to pay 

})roper Homage to her fuperior Undcr- 
tanding and Knowledge. This, however; 
he chearfully fubmits to, and fhe makes 
him proper Returns of Fondnefs. They 
have two fine Boys, of whom they are 
equally fond. He is lately advanced tc 
the Rank of Captain, and laft Summei 
both he and his Wife paid a Vifit of three 
Months to Booth and his Wife. 

Dr. Harrifon is grown old in Years, and 
in Honour •, beloved and refpected by alj 
his Parifhioners, and by all his Neigh- 
bours. He divides his Time between his 

Parilh, his old Town, and Booth*% at 

which laft Place he had, two Years ago, a 
gentle Fit of the Gout, being the firft At- 
tack 
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tack of that Diftemper. During this Fit 
Amelia was his Nurle, and her two oldeft 
Daughters fat up alternately with him for 
a whole Week. The Eldeft of thofc 
Girls, whole Name is Amelia^ is his Fa- 
vourite ;. (he is the Picture of her Mother, 
and it is thought the Doctor hath diftin- 
guifhed her in his Will -, for he hath de- 
clared that he will leave his whole Fortune, 
except fome few Charities, among Anelia*s 
Children. 

As to Booth and Amelia^ Fortune feems 
to have made them large Amends for the 
Tricks ihc played them in their Youth. 
Theyhave^ever fince the above Period of this 
Hiftory, enjoyed an uninterrupted Courfe 
of Health and Happinefs. In about fix 
Weeks after Booth's firft coming into the 
Country, he went to London^ and paid all 
his Debts of Honour ; after which, and a 
Stay of two Days only, he returned into 
the Country, and hath never fince been 
thirty Miles from home. He hath two 
Boys and four Girls ; the eldeft of the 
Boys ; he, who hath made his Appearance 
in this Hiftory, isjuft come from the Uni- 
verfity, and is one of the fineft Gentle- 
men, and beft Scholars of his Age. The 
fecond is juft going from School, and is 
intended fur the Church, chat being his 

own 
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own Choice. His eldeil- Daughter is a 
Woman grown, but we niufl; not mention 
her Age. A Marriage was propofed to 
her the other Day with a young Fellow 
of a good Eftate, but fhe never would fee 
him more than once ; * for Dr. Harriforty 
fays {he, ' told me he was illiterate, and 
* I am fure he is ill natured.* The fecond 
Girl is three Years younger than hci 
Sifter, and the others are yet Children. 

If Booth hath lately had any Misfortune, it 
was that one of thefe younger Children had, 
for two Years, a violent Humour, which Ihc 
contracted from her Nurfe ; but fhe was 
laft Summer perfectly cured by the Gla* 
Ronbury Waters. 

Amelia is ftill the fineft Woman ir 
England of her Age. Booth himfclf ofter 
avers Ihe is as handfome as ever. No- 
thing can equal the Serenity of their Lives 
Amelia declared to me the other Day, thai 
Ihe did not remember to have feen hei 
Hufband out of Humour thefe ten Years ; 
and upon my infinuating to her, that he 
had the beft of Wives, fhe anfwered witl" 
a Smile, that fhe ought to be fo, for thai 
he had made her the happieft of Women. 

F I N I & 
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